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TOP BENGAL»LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 

The Council met in the Legislative Cliamher of the Legislative 
Buildings, Calcutta, on Friday, the 16th February, 11)41), at 2-15 p.in., 
being the first day of the First Session, pursuant to section 02('^)(<?) 
of the Gove]fcment of India Act, 19'15. 

Mr. President (the HoiCble Mr. Satyendim Cjianoim Mitim) was 
in the Chair. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Replies to Questions unanswered during the November- January 
Session, 1939-40. 

D^rict Education Committee of Noakhali. 

159. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (n) Will the llon’ble .Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be jdeased to state whether it 
is a fact that in the l)istii<*t Education (^uninittee of the Noakhali 
District Board of which Khan Bahadur Bez/.aqul Haider Choudhury, 
M.L.c., is the ChaiiTuan, Balm Monoranjan (Mioudhury, M.A., u.i.., of 
the Noakhali Bar, was elected a member and wh<‘ther it is a fac t that the 
election of Monoranjan Babu was set aside for his being a well-known 
Congr(‘ssnian in that district? If not, why did not the Commissiomo* 
of the Chittagong Division or the (Tovernment a< (*ept his nomination 
to that Committee ? 

(h) Is it a fact that .Mauivi (lolam Sarwar, m.l.a., has lieen 
nominated a member of the Noakhali Primary Scloml Board hy the 
Government ? 

(c) AVas m)t in tfiese two cases political and coniimmal considioa- 
tions the (l(‘teiniining factor? Why could not Mon’oranjan Balm 
ultimately iict into the District Edmation (’onmiiltec whih* Maulvi 

Golani Sarwar could i’ct into the ScIkjoI Ihiard? 

• 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): (//) Bahu .Monoranjan Choudhury 

was '() eh'cted but the (^)nlmissiolH‘^, Chittagong Division, refuserl to 
approve oi his appointment. Government an* not jirepared to disitlose 
th(‘ r(*asoiis tor this retusal, bnt the iaet that he is a Gony ressmari 
was not one of the reasons. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) (1) No. , 

(2) Because the Gommi*»sioner did not apprr»ve of his appointment. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Arising fmt f)f (r) (2), w4Il tlie 
Hon’ble Minister 1)(‘ [ilcaMsl to state whether there are iMstane(‘s where 
Government appointed persons who were not approved hy tlie Com 
missiouer ? 



2 QUESTIONS AND ANSWE 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: TJiere may l^e some cases, 
may be some reasons also for the deviation. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon^ble Minister be 
pleas(Ml to stale whether the Minister himself was actually satisfied with 
the reasons that were g’iven by the Commissioner for not appoiifting* 
Babu Monorail jan Chaudhiiri to the Ediicaiic^ Committee P 

The Hon^ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I can say that I had no 
reason to difier from the decision of the Commissioner. 

Cases of liaooities, etc., in Noakhali. 

160. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hoii’ble Minister in 
charjj^e of the Home Department be pleased to make a statement 
rej^arding the following particulars with respect to each of two sub- 
divisions of the Noakhali district from the year 1929 up to the present 
day — 

(a) the number of dacoities committed in each of the years: 

(h) the name of the person or persons in whose houses the 
dacoities were committed and amount of loss sustained in 
each dacoitj^; and 

(c) the names of the accused person or persons who had been 
tried by the (kiurt of Sessions or by Special' Tribunal 
apiioinled for the purpose, and the lesults of the trials, 
showing each case separately? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaia Sir Na^imuddin) : Statements tor the last ten years are ])laeed 
in the Library. 
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Rural Reconstruction Work in Noakhali. 

161. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (</) Will llie Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Ibiblic Health and laical Self-(iovernment De]xirtment 
he pleased to make a statement regarding the following particulars with 
resj>eet to the Noakhali district : — 

(?) the amount allotted to the district for rural reconstructipii ; 
(//) the* number of tube-wells sanctioned for eaeli Mibdivision of the 
district for water-supply; 

(???) the names of the contractors in each subdivision and the number 
allotted to each of the contractors; and 
{ir) the number of tuhe-wells completed according to thenontractfl 
in each subdivision? 
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(&) Is it a fact thada representation was made to the Commissioner 
of the Cljitta^onp* Division to the effect that a larj>‘e number of tube- 
wells was allofted to one Betliu Mia a1i(Ls Azizul Haque although he had.^ 
n# previous* experience or skill as to the sinking of iubc-wells and that 
this particular contractor withdrew a large sum before the completion 
of the tube-wells .according to ilie terms of contract and that the Com- 
missioner foujid the allegations to be true ? 

(c) If the allegations 4n the reprcvsentation to the Commissioner are 
substantially correct, does the Hon’ble Minister propose to take legal 
steps agaiii^t the contractor and tlie officials involved in the affair? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habib- 
Ullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (n) (/) to (///') A statenienl is laid on the 
table. 

(iv) No tube-well has yet been sunk in any subdivision. 

(h) No such representation appears to have been received by the 
Commissioner. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Statement ief erred to in the reply to clavse (a) (i) to (Hi) of 
question No, 161 . 

(a) (i) Rs. 18,184. 

tube-wells for the Sadar and ()5 tube-wells for the Feni 

subdivision. 




Tube-wells. 

(Hi) k^adar subdivision — 

(1) Messrs. Luxmi Narayan and Coinpa 

ny 

.... 47 

(2) Nazi Abdul Kad(‘r and Company 


... 53 

(3) llamani Mohan Do, Contractor 


... VJ 

(4) l^azal Ihnine, Contractf)!’ 


. . 11 

(5) Aiiahali, Contractor 


... 9 

((>) Serajul Ilacjiic and Conijiany 


111 


Total 

... 158 

Feni sulKlivision — 

(1) CTolani ITossain 


... 37 

(2) Moheiidrft Kumar Do 


... 18 

(3) Abdul Tfa<iue 


... 10 


Total 

... r>5 
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4* QUESTIONS AND ANSWjliE^ 

Formation of Anti-Malaria Societies in certa n villages of Jessore. 

162. Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: (a) Will Uie Hou’ble 
minister in charge of the Public Health and liocal 8elf-Gov6rum^nt 
Department he pleased to state if it is a fact that on the 25th March, 
1936, the then Hon ’hie Minister in cluirge of the Local Self-Go vernnient 
Department stated on the floor of the Legislative Couindhthat the"" Gov- 
ernment approached the villagers of Sankarpur, police-station Narail, 
district Jessore, for forming an anti-malaria society but the villagers 
refused to do so? 

(h) If so, will the Government be pleased to enlighten the House 
on the following facts : — 

(/) what are the names of the villagers whom the Government 
approached ; ' 

(ii) what is the date of approachment ; 

{lii) who approached; and 

(iv) what is the name and designation of the approacher? 

The Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

ISo flu tlicr iniorinalion could be collected, alt bough local enquiries were 
made in the matter, beyond what was stated in reply to this question 
on the 3rd January, 1940. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: AVill the llmrble Minister hd 
pleased to make tresh enquiries because the villagers of tliat locality 
seem to know nothing about it? T*sone of the Government Officials 
approaciied the viJlageis and in Anew of this will the Hou’hle Minister 

make tresh enquiries? 

« 

The Hon’bie Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Yes, I shall. • 

Hon’bie Ministers residing in rented houses of the Calcutta Improve- 
ment Trust. 

163. Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: (a) Will the Hon hie 

Minister in charge of the Puhlhi Health and Local Self-Government 
Deiiartment be pleased to state how many Ministers are residing in 
the rented houses of (kilcutta Improvement Trust ahd Avhat are their 
namefi 

(h) What is the amount of rent that each of the Ministers pay 
monthly for their houses? 
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{c) Is it a ‘fact ti]at the rents of these houses have been much 
reduced on the alleged lionsideration that the houRes are in a dilapidated 
condition ? • • 

• (d)s Did* the Calcutta Improvement Tnist undertake to make repairs 
at their own cost to these houses? 

(c) Wha^ amounts were spent for each of the houses occupied by 
the ^linisters? 

(/) Will Government state when the houses were fully repaired 

and •if noimal rates of rent are demanded from the Ministers? 

• 

The.Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a) Ihe Hon^ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin and myself are living in 
portions of the Calcutta Im])roveinent Trust’s rented premises No. 9, 
Gariahat Road, and No. 52, Gariahat Road, re8i>ec lively. 

(h) Rupees 350. 

(c) and (/) As regards house No. 9, Gariahat Road, the present 
rent is much higher than the rent which obtained for the house in the 
past. 

As regards house No. 52, Gariahat Road, the ien\ cannot ‘be con- 
sidered as reduced. 

The houses were never fully repaired. 

(d) As regards No. 9, Gariahat Road, tlie answei- is “No”. On 
tlie other Jjand, there was definite understanding that the Trust would 

tnoi^ 8p?nd any money for repair works on this house. 

As regards No. 52, Gariahat Road, the Trust undertook to spend 
Rs. 150 only for certain renovation works. 

(e) After we occupied the liouses, the Trust spent Rs. 1,554 on 
No. 9, Gariahat Road, for renovation of the electric installation and 
setting back a portion of the coinpouiiil wall. The latter work would 
have to be done in any case after the house was accpiired by the Trust 
and befofe leasing out. Rs. 705 was similarly sj)eiit by the Trust 

5 on the other house for a new jHimp and renovation of the electric 
installation with consequent slight structural allerations. 


Mrt RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if the Trust have undertaken any soit of repairs 
excepting that of electric installation? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daccai 
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Mfi RANAillT PAL CHOUDHURY: Is itfa fact tliat some officers 
of the Trust went to execute certain orders on d certain House occupied 
by a certain Minister and were hooted out by th€ Pcflice who keeps 
_^ard over that House? 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I am not aware of any such event. ' 


Silting up of certain rivers of Faridpur, 

164. Mr. MOAZZEMALI CHOUDHURY: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Department aware 
that the Ohandana, Kumar and Palong Naria rivers in the district of 
Faridpur iiave been almost silted up and have become unnavigable 
during the winter season? \ 

(6) Is he aware that owing to the silting up of the liower Kumar, 
the Local Government has lost an annual income of a few lakhs of 
rupees from the toll collection on the hil route? 

(c) Is he aware that owing to the silting up of the above-mentioned 
rivers, communications by steamers and boats in many parts of the 
disliict of Faridpur have become impossible? 

(d) Has the Ilon’ble Minister considered the fact that the lock 
and sluice gates put up at the mouths of several canals falling into the 
Lower Kumar have become useless for the purpose of protecting* thtf 
Lower Kumar from being silted up? If so, why are those gates still 
maintained to the immense injiny to agriculture, health and comuni- 
cations of ihc public concerned and also to the recuiriiig loss from the 
Goveimnejit revenue? 

(r) Has tiie Hon’ble Minister’s Department prepared any scheme 
for dredging the abovementioned rivers or for resuscitating all or any 
of the abovementioned rivers? If so, when does the (loverMnent pro- 
pose to undertake to implement those schemes? 

(/) Is it the decision of the Local Government not to make any 
attempt to improve the steamer and boat communications in the district 
of Faridpur ? ^ 

(//) Does the liOcal Government propose to move the Government 
of India to open new railway lines to remove the difficulties of coin- 
^ munientions in that district? 


MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of 
Cossimbazar): (r/) and (r) The Chandana and the Kumar system of 
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rivers have deteriorated owing to natural causes and some long shoals 
have recently formed in the Palong Nalla. In consequence, naviga- 
tion has become difficult especially during the dry season. 

* (h) Tea. 

(d) The^lock and sluice gates are still useful in maintaining a 
better flow and retarding siltation. 

(e) and (/) Government have contributed two- thirds of the cost of 
re-excavating the Bhanga-Faridpur khal and the Mrigi-Chatra khal. 
Besflles, a Jarge amount of money has been spoilt on dredging the Palong 
Nalja and the Kutubpur shoals to facilitate communications within 
the district. 

The highly pomplex problem of permanently improving the Lower 
Kumar river has engaged tha attention of the officers of the depart- 
ment for some time; and the question of improving the Ohandana is 
• also under investigation. 

(fj) No. 

Flood m Chittagong. 

165. Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUZZAMUDDIN H08AIN (on 
behalf of Mr. Nur Ahmed)!' (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Oontnaunications a^d Works Department be pleased to state if 
he has made any enquiiy into the causes of recent floods in August 
last in the district of Chittagong? 

(6^ If so, will he please state what are the real causes of such 
flood ? 

(c) Is it a fact that the ^construction of the Karnafully bridge near 
Kalughat with insufficient openings and the bend in the Halda river 
are the main causes of this extraordinary flood? If so, has he taken 
any steps or intends to take any to remove these defects in order to 
prevent the recurrence of such floods in future? If not, why not? 

(d) Is it a fact that the villages lying around the Gomordhan hil 
Was very much affected by the flood? If so, what steps does the Gov- 
ernment intend to take to provide rapid and easy discharge of rain- 
water from this bil? 

The Hen’blemharaJa;8Rl8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar; 

(a) ^es. 

(b) and (c) I am informed that the flood was due to very heavy 
rainfall towards the end of July and unusually^ high tides in Augus^ 

I visited sc^e of the affected areas recently accompanied by iSj 
principal technical adviser, whose proposals I hope to receivo at an 
early date. 

(d) Yes, a scheme for draining the Goman Mardhan bil is being 
considered. I am glad to be able to add that I have been informed 
that good crops have been obtained in the bil since the flood. 
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■QUESTIONS AND A'NSWEks. c . [16 th Feb., 

Debt Settlement Boards. 

*166. Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMDDDIN H08AIN (on 
behalf of Mr. Nur Ahmed): (h) How many appeals have been filed 
in Chittagong before the Special Officer against the.decftions of the 
Debt Settlement Boards in Chjttagong? c 

(t) In how many cases have the appeals been allowed and in how 
many cas6s have they been rejected? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (h) 480. 

(i) Allowed 202 and rejected 209. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Arising out of (i), will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any steps have been taken to, 
remodel the debt settlement boards in view of the fact that as many . 
as 202 appeals have been allowed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I do not 

know if the question arises out of this. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I Imow, Sir, whether that is 
a sufficient answer to my question? My question is whether steps 
have been taken by the Government to remodel the debt settlement 
boards in view of the facts that as many as 202 appeals out of total 
of 480 have been allowed. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHaW MULLICK: If any 

question of making any mistake' arivses,, it' is settled by the Appellate 
Court. With i^gard to other matters Government do take proper 
steps in individual cases. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS.^. I ask whether any steps Ifave been 
taken by the Government to remodel the debt settlement boards in view 
of the fact that as many as 202 appeals were allowed out of 480 c^ses. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY SAULLICK: I submit that 
when it is a question of the application of law, Government have no 
authority whatsoever. Government do take steps in individual c^ses 

when they are brought* to their notice. 

e 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I want to know whether any steps 
have been ta^en to remodel these debt settlement boards whose deci- 
sions have been upset in so many cases. 

♦ N,B » — Other clauses of the question were replied to on the 18th January, 1940 — v{de 
question No. 166 of the List of questions and answers of the 18th January, 1940. 
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Mr.*PRE8JD£NT: Order, order. The only point is whether Gov- 
ernment contemplate taking any action in view of the fact that 50 
per cent, of the appeals have be6n allowed. 

The Hog’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: No, Sir. 

Replies to Questions of the Current Session* 
Government loans for sinking of tube wells. 

1. Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: (a) 

Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Health and Local 
Self-G^vemment Department kindly state what is the average life 
of a tube-well in Bengal? 

(b) Is he aware that tube-wells are now being sunk by many District 
Boards on taking loan from the Government ? 

(c) Is he aware that it will be beyond the financial cai)acity of most 
boards to resink tube-wells when old ones'ceas^ to function? 

(d) Is he aw'are that the prices of tubes and pumps have gone up 
enormously since the outbreak of the war? 

(r) Is he aware tliat the tube-wells contemplated to be sunk 
according to the loan scheme., cannot be sunk now unless further loans 
be sanctioned? 

(/) In view of the average life of a tube-well, and the difficulties 
of j'esinking, docs the Hoii’bl^ Minister jnopose to reconsider the whole 
water-supidy problem of Benigal and diaw up a scheme whi(;h will not 
only solve the immediate hfeedis, but also the future requirements of 
the Province? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(a) The «1^erage life of a tuhe-well is calculated by experts to be ai)proxi- 
mately ten years. This, however, deiieiids on the quality of ihe 
straineis used, the nature of the strata in which the pipes and strainers 
are placed and also on the method of sinking. 

(h) Yes, only three Di.^trict Boards, viz., Khulna, Malda and 
Mym^nsingh, have so far taken loans for improvement of rural 
water-supply. 

(c) No. If the tube-wells can be kept in working order for a i)eri(|fl 
of ten years whi^h is also the term of the loans sanctioned, the Districi 
Boards will be free from liability in respect of the loan at the clos< 
of the period and should be able to undertake fresh w(1ihs of water 
supply including resinking of old tube wells. The cost of resinkinj 
tube-weWs would be less than the cost of sinking new wells as tin 
ol(l pipes, and, in most cases, the strainers, can be used again. 
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{d) Yes. 

(ie) As the prices of materials have gone up, it will not be possible 
to sink the same number of tube-wells as are providted in th^ 
programme. The programme of work will, in the circumstances, have 
to be curtailed to a certain extent. « 

if) The matter is already under my consideration and a detailed 
programme of work with a view to solving the problem of loiral 
water-supply efPectively within ‘a reasonable period, is being drawp up 
for the whole Province with the aid of the District Boaids and in 
consultation with local water-supply committees which have been set 
Tip for the purpose. 


Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINu With 
reference to answer (c), will the Hon’lble Minister be pleased to state 
if the District Board has been consulted as to whether it will be able 
to take up fresh work and also repair those tuJbe-wells after ten years? 
I want to know whether it will have sufficient money. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

As I liave already explained, loans are granted on certain terms and 
our experts say that these tube- wells need no repairs for ten years, and 
we believe by that time the loans will be cleared and therefore I do 
not think it is necessary to consult the District Board in this matter. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: With 
reference to answer (e) — the prices of materials have gone up — what 
will happen to tlie water-supply scheme according to which one tuJbe- 
well is to be provided for 1,000 people if this is to be reduced further? 
Will it be sufficient at all to meet the problem? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I do not say that it will be sufficient. As 1 have already stated in 
answer (/), we are considering the problem of rural water-supply for 
the wliole of Bengal and this matter will be taken up along with that. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: When 
can we e^^pect a decision on the point of rural water-supply? 

' The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I hope within a few months. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
^ware that tube-wells in mofussil frequently go out of order and give 
trouble ? 
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The*Hon>ble*Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I am not aware of that. I suppose the tube-wells go out of order on 
account of mishandling of them by the people of the locality. 

RAMAJIT PAL CHOUDHURYS Will the Hon^ble Minister 
be pleased to state what the average cost of an average tube-well isP 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

That, Sir,idepends on the locality. In some places the cost is very low; 
in some places you have got to spend considerable sums of money on 
account of the soil, etc*. I could not reply off-hand to this question. 

Mr. RAN All IT PAL CHOUDHURY: Considering that the tube*^ 

wells So go out of order frequently and, as admitted by the Hon^ble 
Minister himself, that the prices of materials have gone up very 
heavily, is it not in the contemplation of Government to sink ordinary 
wells instead of tube-wells? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, cf Dacca: 

Sir, this is a matter of policy which requires a great deal of considera- 
tion and I cannot answer the question off-hand. 

Female waiting room in Bhairab railway station. 

* 2.* Khan Bahadur BAIYED MUA2ZAMUDDIN HOBAIN: (a) 

Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works 
Department aware that the female waiting room attached to Bhairab 
railway station (Assam-Bengal Railway) is just by the side of the 
tea-stall and that the female passengers cannot go^ to the waiting 
room without passing by the stall which is always crowded during 
train time? 

(b) fe he aware that this matter affecting the privacy of the female 
passengers was brought to the notice of the Assam-Bengal Railway 
authorities by the local people, but that the authorities have so far 
omitted to take any action in the matter? 

(c) Will he be pleased to state whether he proposes to impress upon 
the Railway authorities the necessity of paying due consideration to 
the question of the privacy of female passengers in waiting rooms 
especially reserved for them? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8GHANDRA NANDY, of Coesimbazar: 

(a) Yes. 

(b) I understand that to meet the objections the administration has 
built am extension at a cost of Rs. 1,414. 

(c) Does not arise. 
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Khan Bahadur SAiYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Witk 
reference to answer (6), may I inquire when this extension was madeP 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Minister will realize that this is 
a matter under the Eailwa}'^ Administration and this Government is to 
seek information from the Government of India. 


Excise licensees of Burdwan, 

3. Khan Bahadur Mauivi MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Forest and Excise Department 
be pleased to state — 

(i) the date on which Mr. B. Sarlcar, i.c.s., assumed charge as 
Collector of Burdwan; 

(n) the percentage of Caste Hindus, Muhammadans, Scheduled 
Castes and others among the licensees who held different 
kinds of excise shops in Burdwan district on that date; 
and 

(in) the numlber of cases where the shops were re-settled hy 
Mr. B. Sarkar up to date? 

(h) Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state in a tabular form 
the number of Caste Hindus, Muhammadans, Scheduled Castes and 
others with whom the shops were re-settled by Mr. B. Sarkar as abo’.e 
showing also the aggregate monthly income of these shops in the case 
of each such community at the time of the settlement? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLIICK (on behalf 
of the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut): (a) (i) The 18th Tune, 
1938. 

(n), (///) and (b) It is regretted that it has not been found 
possible to o]>tain accurate figures, since no registers are maintained 
either in the office of the Excise Commissioner or in the District 
Excise offices showing the particulars required. 

Unscientific fishing. 

4. Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: (a) Is 

tffe Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture ^nd Industries 
Department aware that small fries of big fishes like Ruhi, Katal, etc., 
are caught by fishermen indiscriminately and sold for daily human 
consumption in very large quantities in Bengal? 

(b) Is he also aware that Hilsa and other fishes are caught even 
during the spawning season? 
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(c) ts he* aware that such indiscriminate destruction of the smaller 
fries of such important species as Euhi, Katal, etc., has already caused 
scarcity of fish in certain parts of Bengal where they were found in 
abundance before? 

(d) Is the Government contemplating to enact any legislative 
measure for controlling! such indiscriminate and unscientific destruction 
of fish fries in the Bengal rivers? 

If the reply to clause (d) be in the affirmative, will he kindly 
state when such legislation can be expected? 


MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) and (h) 

Yes. • 

(c) I am not aware of any actual scarcity of fish in any part of the 
Province owing to this cause, but I am fully alive to the dangers involved 
and to the ultimate efiect on the fish resources of the Province. 

(d) and (e) The quesiion of legislation to prevent catching of 
immature and what is more important, ihe catching of spawning fish 
will be taken up when tlie Fishery Department is revived — a scheme for 
which is under consideraiion. The passing of leaislation in the absence 
of a proper agency to enforce it would be of little use. 

* Kl!an Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Does the 
lion ’hie inis ter realize that even an order to the effect that the 
catching of fish should not Ibe persisted in during certain months of the 
year will have some effect and will prevent catching of fish fries and 
spawning fish? 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Grovernment do not pro- 
pose to pass orders to enforce wdiich it has no machinery. 


Restriction of jute cultivation. 

SC Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: (a) Will 
the Hon^ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries 
Department kindly state if the Government has decided upon restricting 
the area under iute cultivation? t* 

(h) Has his attention been drawn to the table of annual production 
and consumption of jute given at page 65 of Khan Bahadur Azizul 
Huq\s book, entitled ‘‘Man behind the plough’’ from which it appears 
that prices of jute did not rise or fall with lesser production or over- 
production during the last 12 years from 1926 to 1937? 
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(c) Will he kindly state from what data Governmeht Ifas concluded 
that thei fall in the prices of jute has been due to overproduction? 

{d) Will he kindly state whether it is not a fact that the prices of 
jute are entirely controlled by the middlemen? 

(e) Will he kindly state if the Government contemplat>es L*stablishing 
warehouses for storage of jute in order to eliminate the mischievous 
activities of middlemen and the purchasers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) No. 

(b) I have seen the table referred to, but I cannot vouchsafe for the 
correctness of the figures therein or of the inferences drawn therefrom 
by the author. 

(c) Government have never maintained that over-production was the 
sole cause of the fall in jute prices but they consider that it is a main 
contributing cause. There are many other causes for the low prices 
that were obtained by growers until very recently. In this connection, 
I cannot do better than refer the hon’ble member to Chapters III, IV 
and V of the Report of the Jute Enquiry Committee, a copy of which 
is laid on the library Table. These chapters, which were approved by 
practically the entire Committee give a very clear account of the many 
factors involved and support the Government view that over-production 
is a principal cause of low prices. 

(d) I think it is an exaggeration to say that jute prices are entire^ 
controlled by middlemen. ^ think also that it is true that the prices 
received by the growers could be improved by eliminating some of the 
many middlemen between producer and consumer and by improving 
the system of marketing. 

(e) The question of warehousing is under consideration. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, may I have your 
permission to amend answer (a) of this question? Instead of 
**(a) No”, it should be **{a) A decision has already been taken.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, you may. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: With 
retpect to answer (&), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to consider 
the figures given in his book entitled “Man behind the plough” by 
the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Azizul Huq and to verify the same? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: That is a reqhest for 
I action, though I think that may be done. 
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Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: If those 
figures are to be believed, it shows that even in years when there wae 
oterproducfion the price was very high and in years of less production 
the price was \ery low. It shows that Government has no data for 
controlling jhte. . 

The Hon’ble Mr^ TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I am surprised to see* 
that the honourable member holds the view that over-production has no* 
relation to *prif*e. Government is definitely of the opinion that over- 
production has a very definite relation to pric^. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: How are 

the figifres explained then? — figures of production and the price of 
*'ite ? 

(No answer.) 

Mri LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
otlier provinces, namely, Assam and Bihar also grow jute? 

* The Hon’hle Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Has any step been taken to see that 
• t}]o Goternmeiits of Assam and Bihar may also follow similar methoda 
•as have been adopied by the Bengal Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what was the result of the steps taken? 

The hon’Die Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; We have written to those 
provinces for co-operation, but no final decision has yet been arrived aV 
in the absence of replies from them. 

Mi^. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the Bengal Government have written to the Govemt- 
luents of Bihar and Assam apprising them of the proposed scheme oU 
restriction ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: No, Sir. So far as the 

current year is concerned, it is impossible for the other Governmente 
to take sfeps similar to what we have taken here. The only thing that 
they can possibly do is to launch a propaganda for voluntary restrictioiu 
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MTi LALIT CHANDRA DAS: If no restriction ob^taiins in Bihar and 
Assam, will not the jute-growers in Bengal sufPer by our scheme of 
restriction ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, we realise the import- 
ance of enlisting the co-operation of those provinces, ibut I do not think 
that simply if they cannot co-operate in one single year that will 
material!}' alfect the situation. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
i;he fatka transactions affect the price of jute very much to the pre- 
, judice of cultivators? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; That is a question of 
•opinion. It may be true. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: With reference to answer (d), in 
-which the Hon'ble Minister has used the word ‘^middlemen”, will he 
be pleased to state whether any action is proposed to be taken for 
controlling the fatka market, so that it may not affect the cultivators 
prejudicially? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Yes, Sir, action is under 
•contemplation. 

The Bengal Patni Taluks Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 1939. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, with your 
permission, 1 heg to give notice of certain amendments whicli I want 
to move in connexion with the Bengal Patni Taluks Regulation 
(Amendment) Bill, 1939, by Khan Bahadur Rezzaqul Haider Chow- 
dhury, which will come up for consideration in the currAit session 
of the Bengal Legislative Council. 

Panel of Chairmen. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Under rule 6 of the Bengal Legislative Council 

Procedure Rules, I nominate — 

c 

(1) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(2) Begum Hamida Momin, 

(3) Raja Ehupendra Karayan Sinha Bahadur, of Nashipur, and 

(4) Mr. H. C. A. Hunter, 

•on the panel of Chairmen for the current session. 
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Constitution of the House Committee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Under rule 122 of the Bengal Legislative 

Counjcil Procedure Eules, I nominate — 

« 

'Jhe Dephty President (Chairman, e.r-officio). 

(1) Begum Hamida Momin, 

^2) Mr. AY. B. G. Laidlaw, 

(3) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta. 

(4) Mr. Saileswar Singh Eoy, 

(5) Khan Bahadur Rezzaqul Haider Chowdhury, and 
(fj)«Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed, 

^n the House Committee for the current session. 


Governor’s Assent to Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 have now to inform honourable members that 
the following Bill wliitdi was ])as.sed by both Chambers of the Bengal 
Legislature lias been ai^sented to by His Excellency the Governor under 
the provisions of section 75 of the Government of India Act, 1935, 
^iz.*:— • 

The Bengal General Clauses (Amendment) Bill, 1939. 


The Bengal Jute Regulation Ordinance, 1940. 

The Hen’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, 1 beg leave to lay 
before the Council the Bengal Jute Regulation Ordinance, 1940 (Bengal 
^ Ordinance No. 1 of 1940), under section SS (2) (a) of the Government 
of India Act, 1935. 


Appropriation Accounts, Finance Accounts and Audit Report thereon . 

for 1938-39. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, in pursuance of 
soctinn 109 of the Government of India Act, 1935, I beg to lay before 
the Council the report of the Auditor-General of India relating to the 
accounts ef this province for the year 1938-39, viz., the Appropriation 
Accounts, Einarce Accounts and the Audit Report. 
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Statement about action taken by Government on the non-official 
resolution adopted by Council during November-January Session^ 
1939-40. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Mr. President, Sir^ may 
I inform the House about the action taken on a non-official resolution? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the resolution moved 
by Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerji in the Bengal Legislative 
Council at its meeting held on the 24th of November, 1939, was adopted 
by the Council and under rule 95 (2) of the Legislative Council Proce- 
dure Rules, I beg to inform the House that a copy of the resolutiol 
together with the proceedings were sent to the Bengal Board of Film 
Censors for information and necessary action. 


Presentation of Budget Estimates for 1940-41. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Suhrawardy. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, it is my privilege 
to present to this House the Budget Estimates for the year' 1940-41 
which were laid before the Assembly yesterday. In my statement which 
will he placed in the hands of the honourable members a little later, I 
have reviewed in considerable detail the general financial xwsition of 
the province ag well as the salient features of our Budget proposals for 
the coming year. For the convenience of the honourable members of 
this House, copies of that statement have been placed in their hands, 
and it is therefore unnecessary for me to tax their patience byu traversing 
the same ground once again. I propose to confine myself to a very brief 
analysis of our budgetary position and prospects. 

When the Budget for the current year was presented in February 
last, it was anticipated that the working of the year 1938-39 would 
result in a revenue deficit of Rs. 22 lakhs and yield a closing balance 
of Rs. 78 lakhs. In actual working, the apprehended revenue deficit 
^ did not materialise and the closing balance stood at Rs. 91 lakhs or 
*Rs. 13 lakhs above our foiecast. 

The current financial year thus started under circumstances slightly 
more favourable than had been originally anticipated. 

The House will recall that the current year’s Budget proposals were 
expected to result in a revenue deficit of Rs. 87 lakhs,* a deficit 
that was to be covered by a long term loan of one crore of rupees. The 
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net resnit of .the- year’s transactions in the Revenue as well as the 
Capital and Debt Deposit Section of the Budget was expected to yield a 
surplus of Its. 7 lakhs. 

The Budget Estimates were based upon two important assumptions 
both* of which have been belied by subsequent events. The first 
assuuiption ^as that weather and crop conditions in the province would 
be normal. As the House is aware, there were floods and droughts in 
many districts necessitating a large supplementary demand for loans to 
agriculturists. The second assumption w’hich has a far more important 
bearing on our budgetary prospects was that there would be no out- 
break of hostilities in Europe. Shipping difficulties caused by the war 
have adversely affected our receipts from jute duty; against a drop of 
Rs. 30 lakhs under jute duty we can set improvements of Rs. 21 lakhs 
under ‘income-tax” and of Rs. 7 lakhs under “Land Revenue” and 
fetter realisations of loans. 

The most noteworthy deviation from the original proposals as a result 
of changed circumstances, however, consists in the abandonment of the 
plan to raise a long term loan of one crore of rupees in the open market. 
The flotation of such a loan in the present uncertain condition of the 
money market has been considered to be inopportune and it has been 
decided instead to carry on partly by converting some of the reserves 
outside the closing balance of 1938-3J) and partly by issuing Treasury 
Bills for short periods to tide over temporary difficulties. The reserves 
^thus cq^iverled amount to Rs. 75 lakhs in all. Treasury Bills of the 
•total value of a crore and fifty lakhs of rupees have been or will be issued 
this year and all but Rs. 60 lakhs out of this will be repaid during the 
year. All these modifications have been taken into account in the 
Revised Estimates for the current year. According to these estimates, 
the year will close with a balance of 1 crore 55 laklis rupees which 
includes Rs. 60 lakhs worth of Treasury Bills repayable in 1940-41. The 
reserves outside the closing balance liave been depleted by the conversion 
of Rs. 75*lakhs to which reference has already been made. Compared 
to 1938-39, the financial position has become considerably more 
stringent. 

The Budget for the coming year includes new items of expenditure 
of about Rs. 54 lakhs, the main increase being under the following 
heads? — Civil Works — Rs. 13 lakhs. Irrigation — Rs. 6 lakhs, Debt Con- 
ciliation — Rs. 6 lakhs, Public Health — Rs. 7 lakhs, Medical — Rs. 3 
lakhs, Rural Uplift grants — Rs. 6 lakhs, Education — Rs. 2 lakhs, Super-# 
annuation charge?? — Rs. 6 lakhs, and Extraordinary charges — Rs. 6 
lakhs. The Extraordinary charges represent charges which have to be 
incurred on account of the War. Among the items covered by this head 
are air-raid precautions, price control and extra police for guarding 
protected«areas. These charges are expected to be eventually recovered 
from the Government of India. 
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For the secjond consecutive year, we have to draw 'on our balances to 
cover our revenue expenditure. It is clear, therefore, that we are living* 
beyond our means and the time has come when it is necessary to augment 
our resources both to balance our budget and also to enable Government 
to give effect to its programme of constructive development. I anl now 
engaged in a survey of the possible sources of new revenud and I ^pect 
to place new taxation proposals before the Legislature before the end 
of the coming year. I earnestly hope that when these measures are 
placed before this House, they will receive the unstinte(J support of 
honourable members. 

Mft PRESIDENT: The Council stands adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on 
Wednesday, the 21st February, 1940. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Wednesday, the 21st 
February, 1940. 
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Members absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting h>elJ on the 
16tb February, 1940; — 

(1) Klia» Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

(3) Eai Bahadur Keshah Chandra Banerjee. 

(4) Mr? Humayun Eeza Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. Narendra Chandra Diitta 

(6) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta. 

(7) ^ Khan Bahadur Alhaj Khwaja Muhammad Esmail. 

(8) Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

(9) Mr. H. C. A. Hunter. 

(10) Khan Bahadur Syed Muhammad Ghaziul Huq. 

(11 ) Khan Bahadur M. Ahdul Karim. 

(12) Khan Bahadur Muhammad Asaf Kha^. 

(13) Maularia Muhammad Akram Khan. 

(14) Mr. H. G. G. MacKay. 

(15) Beg’um Haniida Momiii. 

»(16)» Dr. Eadha Kumud Mookerji. 

(17) Eai Bahadur Satis Chandra Mukherji. 

(18) Mr. E. C. Ormond. 

(19) Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Eahaman. 

(20) Eai Sahib Jatindra Mohan Sen. 


B. G-Press— 1939-40— 13117A-~760. 




THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES. 


Thk Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Buildings, Calcutta, on AVednesday, the 2l8t February, 1940, at 2-15 
p.m. "being tJie second day of tJie First Session, pursuant to section 
62(2)(<7) of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra) was 
*in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Further replies to questions unanswered during the November- 
January Session, 1939-40. 

Scholarship for girls. 

167. Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY (on behalf of 
Mr. Nur Ahmed): {a) AVill the lloiPble Minister in charge of the 
Educution Department be pleased to state if it is a fact that the total 
number of scholarships available for girls in Bengal in the primary 
stage Idb for the j)rimary preliminary and 70 for i)rimary final stage 
and thal tliere is now jirimary final public examination for girls as is 
the iC.*ase*wit}i the boys reading in primary schools? 

{b) Is it a fact that tlie Womeirs Advisory Board recommended 
that the present system of conducting sijocial scliolarshij) examination 
for girls' schools should be discontinued and that examinations should 
be held in their place uniformly throughout tlie jiroviiyce under the 
style of ‘‘Primary Final Scholarship Examination” and that they also 
recommended to increase the number of scliolarships for girls to 50f>? 

(c) If so, will the Ilon'ble Minister be pleased to state if he has 
taken or intends to take any steps to give effect to these important 
recommendations of the Women’s Advisory Board ? If so, what are 
they? If not, why not? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what stej>H he has 
taken (ft intends to take for physical training and medicjal examina- 
tion of girls in the primary stage. Does hg intend to organise a suit- 
able agency for encouraging primary schools to make arrangements foi 
physical training £pr girls? If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K, Faziul Huq): (a) The total numW of existing 
primary preliminary and primary final scholarships is 165 and 98 
lespectively. There is no primary final public examination for girls. 

3 
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(6) Yes. 

(c) Steps have been taken to give effect to these recommendations. 
In the Revised Curriculum for Primary vSchools in Bengal provision has 
k*.en made for a departmental examination at the end of class IV, both 
for boys and girls. As regards increase in the number of, scholarships, 
the question is being considered. 

(d) In the Revised Curriculum for Primary Schools in Bengal, pro- 
vision has been made for physical training in primary schools. It is 
not proposed to introduce medical examination of girls in sthe primary 
stage. 


Tour of Hon’Me Ministers during exodus to Darjeeling. 

168. Mr, KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA; Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Finance Dej^rtment please state how many times cacll^ 
of the Ministers has gone out on tour from Darjeeling during the last' 
8un\mer and autuinn exodus and what was the nature of business done 
by tliem during these tours by each of the Ministers? 

MIMISTER in charge of the FINAKCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’bVo Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy): A statement is laid on the table. 
There was no summer exodus. 


Siatemmt referred to in the reply to Question No. 168. 



Number of times 
Hon’ble Ministers went 

Department. 

on tour from Darjeeling 
during the autumn 
exodus, 1939. 

Revenue 

Twice 

Education 

NU 

Co-operative Credit and Rural 
Indebtedness. 

Twice 

Forest and Excise 

Nil 


Nature of 
business done 
by Hon’ble 
Ministers dur- 
ing the tour. 

Official. 


Official. 


Judicial 

(Communications and Works 
Finance 


Public Health and Local Self- 
Government. 

Agriculture and Industries 
Commerce and Labour 
Home 


Nil 

Once . . Official. 

Hon’ble Minister did not 
move up to Darjeeling 
during the autumn exo- 
dus. 

Three times . . Official. 


Ditto 

Once 

Three times 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
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Visit to Comilla by Ministers. 

169. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of^tlie Home Depaiimeiit he pleased to state wlietlier it is a 
fact that in the first week of October, 1939, the Hon^ble Chief Minister 
with other Ministers visited C'omillai^ If so, who were the other 
Ministers who accompanied him ? 

(h) Was that visit demanded in the name of the Moslem students 
and members of the Moslem League Party in that town? 

{(•) I's it a fact that as the train steamed in carrying- the Ministers, 
they were greeted with the slogans “Allaho Akbar’’ and 

(d) Is it a fact tliat the object of that visit was to cheer iij) the 
Mosh'in League commiiiialists of Comilla and to indicate the Ministers^ 
displeasure ag*ainst the local authorities for having taken action against 
them in connection with what hapi)ened on the morning of the 25th 
September last when Dr. Shyama Prosad Mukherji, m.l.a., ex-Vice- 
Chaiicellor of the Calcutta Fniversity, with his party visited the local 
coiicge on invitation ? 

(c) What was the purpose of the Ilon’ble Ministers* visit to 
( 'omilla ? 

, (/) •What was th(‘ total exjienditure incurred by the (jlovernment on 
•travelling and other allowance charges of those Ministers on account 
of that visit? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) The Hon^ble the Chief Minister visited 
Comilla in tlie first w<M*k of October, 1939, but no other TTon’Iile 
Mini^tci •accom])anied him. The ITon’ble Nawah Baliadiir of Dacca 
and tie’ ITon’lile Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy met the H()n’])le Chief Minister 
in Comilla later. 

(h) The answer is in the negative. There was no (luestion of 
demand hv anvl)odv. 

(c) Slogans like, ‘‘Allaho Akhar*’ are shouted wherever Ministers go. 

As regards the Bengali slogan, the allegation is incorrect. ^ 

(d) The answej* is emphatically in the negative. All tlie allegationft* 
made are untrue. 

(e) The tour was undertaken in the course of offici^ duties. 

(/) The figures so far available amount to Rs. 852-9. The charges 
foj train* and steamer fares which have not yet been received from the 
Railway and Steamer authorities will have to he added to this ficrure. 



26 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWEES. * 


[21st Ebb., 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Arising out of' anywer \b), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased' to state the nature of the official duties 
which took the three Hon'ble Ministers to Comilla in the first week oi 
October? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir^ Hon’ble Ministers 
go on official tours generally, and in this particular case there was 
also soni(‘ incident that had taken place and they felt that their presence 
would hel]) in appeasing the sil nation that had arisen there. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Is the incident referred to the same 
as ih(‘ one tJiat took ])Jac.e when Dr. Shyania Prosad Mukherji visited 
the Vicioria (\^liege there? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN ; Yes, Sir. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Arising out of answer (h), if 
there was 7ioi a demand, wa.s any re(]uest sent out from Cbmilla, on 
behalf of ihe Muslim League, requesting ihe Ilon’ble Ministers to go 
to (’omilla? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have no information 
on tlie point, Sir. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon^ble Minister be 
pleased to state wliat was the correct slogan if it is not the slogan 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Tliere was no question 
of any slogan of that kind. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: The answer (c) says ‘‘the allega- 
tion is incorrect.” All that I want to know is regarding the Bengali 
^^slogaii “ ” ! If the allegation is incorrect 

may T know' from Government what the allegation is with respect t( 
that slogan ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Government assert tha 
there w'as no slogan of the kind mentioned by the lionourable member. 
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Activities of the Price-Controlling Board. 

170. Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA (on behalf of Mr. Bhrish 
Chandrc Chakra verti) : (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 

the Commerce and' Labour Department be pleased to atate the activities 
of tfie Price-Controlling Board appointed by the Bengal Government, 
and what effective measures w'ere taken or have been taken by the 
Governiagnt according to the advice of tlie said Board? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased io slate the iuinil>er and 
names of tirms prosecuted by the Government for siipi)ressi ng profiteer- 
ing under rule 81 (;?), (6') of the Defence of India Rules? 

(c^ If so, what is tlie number and what are the names of the firms 
and their owners? 

Minister in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Mr, H. S, Suhrawardy) ■ (a) li is now common 

knowledge that immediately on the declaration of war, pri(‘e8 rose 
abnormally. (Tovernment closely watched the course of prices and 
took all ]K>ssible steps to ]vrevent profiteering so that excessive rise 
might not cause hardshi]> to the peojde. A Chief Controller of Pri{‘e8 
was appointed and an Advisory Committee was set up with repre- 
gentrfiives of trade, industry, labour and the consuming public. This 
body has met from time to time, and has given the closest aCention 
to the vaiious questions that have arisen and tendered valuable advice 
to the (diief (\)iitroller of Prices in his rathei’ difficult task. This 
Committee also ap]X)inied several suh-coniinittees to which jiersons 
having long experience in their ]>articnlar trade C)r indiistTT were 
invited for examination of prices of such articles as dyestuffs, medicines 
and pa^)er. Government would take this opjhortunity of expressing 
their appreciation to the members of the Advisory Ci)mmittee as well 
as the co-opted members of the sub-committees who have given their 
most valuable tkiie in this public cause. 

The control has so far been unified. Till about the end of November 
lastf a statement of wholesale and retail prices of articles of common 
use prevailing in Calcutta was published j>eriodically and circulated 
to the distiicts so that uniformity of prices nii,ght he obtained, of 
course having full regard to different rates of transport cost in differAt 
districts and additional profits which local conditions might wairant. 
The price of salt had l>een fixed as early as 29th of September, 1939. 
From the 5th of December last, periodically a statettrent of maximum 
prices of different indigenous foodstuffs (excluding rice) and such other 
necessities as matches, Java sugar and coconut oil was published. 
The price of kerosene oil and petrol had been fixed by the Government * 



28 


[21st Feb., 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWEES. 

of India. These price lists are sent on to the districts, so that the 
District Magistrates, who are also the District Controllers of Prices, 
may fix their local prices on the basis of these prices. 

About the middle of December it was found necessary to fix ihe 
maximum prices of certain principal medicines and medical# goods, and 
a list thereof was published on 22nd December, 19tl9. 

(h) and (c) Up to the end of January last eighteen prosecutions 
against firms were instituted in the Calcutta area by the Controller 
of Prices, as per details given in the staiement placed on table. 

The district figures are not available. 


Statement referred to in the reply to question No, 170. 


Name of firm. 


Name of owner. 


(1) Messrs. Calcutta Chemical Co., 
Ltd. 

(2) Messrs. Chimanlall Hemraj 

(3) Mr. Rash Bihari Ghosh, Hardware 
Merchant. 

(4) Tilak Medical Hall, 84/2, Grey Street, 
Proprietor Janaki Nath De. 

(5) Biswanath Show (Kerosene), 3, Grant 
Street, Proprietor Biswanath Show. 

(6) Raja Ram & Co. (Medical), 37, Grant 
Street, Proprietor B. Raja Ram. 

(7) New Medical Union (Medical), 72/A, 
Ashutosh Mukherji Road. 

(8) Ghosh & Bifes, (Medical), 128/3A, 
Cornwallis Street, Proprietor S. C. 
Ghose, L. M. Ghose and G. C. Ghose. 

(9) The Modern Pharmacy (Medical), 
25/2, Beliaghata Main Road. 

(10) Fancy Stores (Medical), 15, Upper 
Circular Road. 


(a) Mr. K. B. Das } Managers 

(b) Mr. B. N. Moitra j J^^^agers. 

Sew Narayan Soni. 

9, Clive Stieet, Calcutta. 

Radhika Mohan Singha (Sales- 
man). 

Salesman. 

Kapil Muni Misra (Salesman). 

Suresh Chandra Bhattacharyya 
(Salesman). 

Tarak Nath Dutt (Salesman). 


Hiralal Chandra (Salesman). 

S. C. Das (Salesman and Pro- 
prietor). 


(11) 0. K, Stores (Medical), 73, Dharam- 
tolla Street, Proprietor N. C. Bhatta- 
charjya. 

(12) Daw Son & Co. (Medical), 115, Lower 
^ Circular Road. 

(13) Sankar Pharmacy (Medical), 243, 
Chittararijan Avenue,, Proprietor Dr. 
D. N. Dey. 

(14) Messrs. George Bros. (Medical), En- 
tally Market. 


R. C. Bhattacharyya (Salesman). 


Durjya Dhan Patra (Salesman). 

Sudhansu Bikash Roy Chaudhury 
(Salesman). 

F. George (Salesman aifd Pro- 
prietor). 
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Nanfe of firm. 


Name of owner. 


(15) Calcutta 'Stores (Medical), Entally 
Market. 

(16) Relief Hal> (Medical), 65, Garden 
Reach RoaH, Proprietor Dr. S. C. 
Chatterji. 

(17) B. Mewalal & Co. (Medical), 40, Free 
School Street, Proprietor B. Mewa- 
lal. 

(18) Burman Co. (Medical), 81, Cossi- 
pore Road, Proprietor K. H. Burman. 


Prafulla Kumar Ghosh (Salesman)^ 
Netai Charan Hazra (Salesman). 


B. Mewalal (Salesman). 


J. N. Burman (Salesman). 


Replies f o questions of the Current Sessi on. 

Reading of Quoran in Maktabs. 

7. Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Will the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department kindly state — 

(a) if he is aware that the readins? of the Qyoran was (iompulsory 
ill all Maktahs before the advent of the present (Tovernmeni 
in Bengal; 

{h') if he is aware that it is no longer compulsory for Muslim hoys 
and girls to learn the reading of the Quoran in the free 
primary schools; 

(c) if he is aware that Muslim guardians have in consequence 
Lecome very apprehensive that their wards will •not have the 
foundation of religious education properly laid if arrange- 
ments be not made for teaching of the Quoran in free primary 
schools where Muslim pupils get education ; and 

(cl) what is his policy regarding religious education of Muslim 
boys and girls in free primary schools? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on behalf of th» 
Hon’ble *Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): Steps are being taken to collect the 
information which is not yet available. 

Government grant to Visva-Bharati. 

8. Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state if it is a 
fact that the Government of Bengal in the Department of Education 
have ’issued instructions to the Director of Public Instruction not to 
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accord administrative sanction to some of the grants to educational 
institutions which were passed by the Assembly during the last Budget 
Session ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the grant made in favour of the Yisva-Bharati, 
Santiniketan, for educational activities has not yct\ been accorded 
administrative sanction with the result that the money could not be 
utilised by the said institution; If so, will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state the reasons for this step in the case of the Yisva-Bharati? 

(c) In regard to what other items under this head administrative 
sanction has been withheld although the Budget allotments relating 
thereto had l)een passed by the Assembly? 

(d) Is it true that administrative sanction to grants made tu the 
educational institutions referred to in paragraph (a) above has been 
withheld pending final decision in regard to them by the Muslim League 
Party in the Assembly? 

(e) If not, will the Hon^ble Minister please state the reasons why 
the sums of money budgeted for and granted by the Assembly as far 
back as March, 19311, should not have been made available yet ic the 
educational institutions concerned ? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state the number of 
Hindu educational institutions whicli have been deprived of the grants 
approved by the Assembly during the last Budget Session, on account 
of the withholding of administrative sanction thereto? * ' ^ 

(g) Has any Muslim educational institution suffered in a similar 
manner? If so, what is their number? 

(h) Will the Ilon^ble Minister please state if the money sanctioned 

by the Asseihbly during the last Budget Session in favour of the Azad 
newspaper been permitted to be drawn by its Editor, Maulana Aknim 
Ehan ? If so, when was the money drawn by him ? , 

The Han’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Mr, A. K. Faziul Huq): Steps are being taken for prepara- 
tion the rei)ly wliich is, I 1 ‘egret to say, not yet ready. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Will the Hon ^ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the information sought for relates to the action of 
the il on ’hie Minister for Education himself? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir, that 
depend,:f on certain administrative considerations, and information has 
to be collected with reference to those facts in the d'epaftment and* 
outside the department. 
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Mr. kAMINI* KUMAR OUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state regarding* clause (a) of my question, viz,, whether 
instructions have been “issued to the Director of Public Instruction 
not to accord administrative sanction’’ and if it is not a matter to 
wliich the Hon’l^le Minister himself is in a position to give a reply 
within the shortest possible time? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Sir, as 1 have 
stated in tlte reply, the Chief Minister is collecting information and a 
full reply to all these questions would be given. So, it is ditficiilt for 
me ar this stage to answer all these questions pie{*emeal. 

Mr. JCAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Surely, the Hoii’ble Minister can 

lea'll give a reply to the categorical (luestiou in sub-clause, (d) at 
onv*e- -is it not a fact that administrative sanction to these grants has 
been withlmld? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; It is no question 
of witliliolding. Pi’obably tln^ matter i.s being def(‘rred on certain 
gi'oufids and unless the facts aic ])lared before the House, T do not 
think it is fair for anyone to draw any inference.. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA; Will the Hoii’ble Minister be 
pleased.to state whether the leply to the question asked in sub-clause 
•(d) is at all a matter of inference or, is it a matter to wliicb a cate- 
gorical reply can be given at once? 

The Hen’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Sir, 1 have 
notliing furtliei' to add. T hope 1 have made it perfectly clear that 
intormation is being collected, and as soon as it is done replie^s to 
all the questions put by the honourable member would be given by the 
HoiTble Ctiief Minister. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA; Will Ihe Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is not a fact tliat in resjiect of tlic matters on which 
information has been sought for here, it can be collected from the 
SeiTetariat and no time would be requiix?d as in the case of other 
matteis of which information is to be gathered from the nnifassil? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Sir, that is an^ 
inference to wliich I cannot subscribe. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
’ pleased to state whether all the information asked for here are avail- 
able iji the Secretariat? 
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The Hon’ble Sir BNOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir, I db not 
think s^o. 

Mr. KAMiNI KUMAR DUTTA: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Hon’ble Minister is in a position even now 
to ‘‘‘ive any reply to snh-clanse (e)? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I notice the difl&culty of the 
Hon’ hie Minister who is answ’ering for the Hon ’Me the Chief Minister, 
wlio is unforhinately absent to-day. If those Hon ’hie Ministers who 
are not likely to he present inform me of this a little earlier, I shall 
postpom* (]nesiJons relatin*'- to their departments for bein^? answered 
on the next day oi on any subsequent day. I think this practice would 
be followed in future. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: May I submit to you, 
Sir, that it is imder your advice that we have followed this procedure, 
viz., that wlienever a question is due for answer but could not be 
rejilied, w(* put in a statement to the elb'cl that steps are being taken 
to collect the information which is not yet available. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, tliat is correct. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; It is presumed that 
after this information is communicated to the House, there would be 
no supiilemeiitary questions, and I do not think. Sir 

i 

Mr> PRESIDENT; The difference in the present case is this. The 
Leader of the Opiiosition believes that the Hon’ble Minister himself 
could answcj- in a second some of the points raised here, viz., whether 
the Chief Minister himself asked the I)irt*ctor of Public Instruction 
not to accord administrative sanction to some grants intended for some 
institutions. He was jiressing that point repeatedly. In similar 
questions if an hondiiraible juember felt that the Minister in 
:)harge of the Department would be in a better position to reply but 
unfortunately could not be present on a particular day, 1 shall 
r*ertainl;s postpone that particular qiie^tion and take it up the next d'ay. 

I desired that on tlie date fixed there should be an answer of some sort. 
That is quite true. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Therefore, Sir, it being 
quite in line with the convention created by you, there can be no sup- 
plementary questions, when an ad interim statement is made. 
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Mr. ME8IDEIIT; I quite agree witli you, but I am speaking of 
particular questions like this. If the answer is readj^ the answer 
will certainly be there; hut where the answer is not ready, the Hon’ble 
Minister concerned has to put in a statement that the answer is not 
ready and it ^is assumed that after tluit will be no further questions. 
The ditticulty is that the Leader of the Opposition lays stress on the 
point that the lloii’bJc Minister in charge of the Department could 
answer straightway without referring to any paper wheiher he himself 
issued any order to the Director of Public Instruction. He could 
simply say ^‘Yes,” or “No.” 


Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: May I suggest that as to-day I 
have got no reply to my questions, the Hon’ble Minister will kindly 
arrange. to give the answers within a reasonably short timei^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In the answer it has been said that “steps are 
being taken” to jirepare the answers. 


Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: J suggest that the answers may 
be given within a reasonably short time. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY; Yes, Sir, we 
accept that suggestion. 


Controversy between the Government and the Public Service 
. * Commission. 

9. Rai Bahadur SURENDRA NARAYAN SINHA; Will the 
Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that the Bengal Public Service Commission and the 
Government of Bengal have failed to come to an agieSment over the 
question of fixing the minimum standard for passing (xnnpetitive 
examinations held for recruitment to the Bengal Civil Service? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No. 

Training abroad in Public Healtfi problems. 

10. * Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; (a) 

Will the FonTile Minister in charge of the Public Health and Medical 
Department kindly state the namerof gentlemen sent abroad at Govern-j 
ment expense for higher education and training in Public Health^ 
problems during the last 10 years, with educational and special qualifica- 
tions of each of them? 

(fc) Does the Government contemplate sending any candidate for 
suqh training in the current or next year ? 
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MINISTER IN charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and MEDICAL 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of 

Dacca)! (a) A statement is laid on the table. 

(h) Yes, if the international situation permits. 

Statement referred to in the reply to question No. 10. 

(i) Dr. G. L. Batra, m.b., cii.n. (Edin.), d.p.h., the then 
Assistant Director of Public Health, Burdwan Circle, was granted 
leave for 12 months from the Jst August, 1930, namely, leave on 
average pay for 8 months and study leave for the remaining period for 
study of Industrial Hygiene at the Harvard University. 

(w) Dr. S. N. Siir, m.b., d.p.ii. (Lond.), n.T.M. & H. (Lend.), 
Assistant Director of Public Health, then in charge of Malaria Research, 
was granted leave on average pay for 8 months from the 15th Decem- 
ber, 1929. During this period he was given study leave allowance from 
January to March, 1930, while be was studying Epidemiology and 
Vital Statistics in the School of Tropical Medicine, Tiondon. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H0S8AIN: Was no 

Muhammadan ( an didate considered suitable to be sent for training 
abroad ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HAPIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I think the honourable member understands that here two Assistant 
J)ire(‘tors of Public Health a])plied for study leave. It is not a question 
for Goveriinient to say if there is a suitable Muhammadan or not. 
The question is wliether any Muhammadan applied for leave. If he 
had done so, then it would have been possible for Government to say 
whether he was suitable or not for being granted study leave. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H088AIN: May I 

take it that in future if suitable Muhammadans apply and be considered 
lit, they will be granted study leave? 

The Hon’ble N^^db Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

(/’ertainly. If suitable Muhammadans apply, they will be given study 
leave. 


Sinking of tufoo-welis b)(,^e District Boards. 

; 11. Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: (a) 

Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government 
Department kindly state if he is aware that the cost of sinking tube- 
wells has gone up considerably since the outbreak of the^ present 
European War? 
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(6) Is he aware tjiat in consequence the District Boards which had 
undertaken the sinking of tube-wells in accordance with the terms of 
the Government loan scheme, are not being able to proceed with the 
work of the Loan Fund? 

(c) Is he aware that the District Boards are short of funds even for 
keeping the existing wells in their jurisdiction in proper state of 
repairs ? 

(d) Will h^ kindly state what the Government j)ropose to do in 
solving the problem of water-supply in the rural areas under the 
changed circumstances ? 

MINISTER in charge of the LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 
DEPARtAient (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of 
Dacca): (a) Yes, 

(h) The attention of the hon’ble member is drawn to answer to 

(e) of question No. 1 of the current session. 

(c) No. The recent reports from the districts show that a majority 
of the District Boards is maintaining the tube wells in order. 

(d) The hon’ble member is referred t(t answer to (f) of question 
No. 1 of the current session. I may add that the changed circum- 
stances wijl be taken into consideration when a final decision is made. 

• 

Khan Bahadur SA I YE D MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSSAIN; In view 
cf the changed circumstances, does the Hon’ble Minister consider it 
necessary that a Committee should be formed to enquire into the prob- 
lem of water-supply which would' be most suitable for this province in 
view of the fact that prices of rice and other things have gone up very 
much and wq do not know when they are likely to come down ? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I have already explained in reply to a similar qncsstidli which was put 
to me in this House that Government have already asked the District 
Boards and Rural Water-supply Committees to Jet them have a 
programme and after that is received Government will consider if public 
opinion will have to be taken. 


Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Is the 

Government aware that tube-wells go out of order within 5 years and, 
if so, will it not be a huge waste of money if we go in for more tube- 
wells f 
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The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur,' of Dacca: 

As 1 have already explained formerly in this House, accordin^^ to the 
information of Government tube-wells require to be repaired after ten 
3 'ears. I am not aware of the fact that tube-wells go out of order 
within tive years. In some cases it may be so due to piishandlliig. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: it a 

fact that the Dacca District Board substituted ferro-concrete wells for 
tube-wells r' ^ 

c 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, . of Dacca: 

I am not aware of it. 

Re-excavation of certain khals of Chittagong. ^ 

12. Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID GHOWDHURY (on behalf of 
'Mr. Nur Ahmed): (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Communications and Works Department be pll^ased to state if it is a fact 
thai for want of timely re-excavation of the Kerunja Ganitala klial and 
the diversion of its moiitli in the Patiya thana of Chittagong heavy 
damage lias been caused and is being caused to the paddy crop in the 
Tillages of Manslia, BanigTam, Harinkhine, et(‘., during the rainy 
season amounfiiig to more tb»0 a lakh of rupees a year? 

(b) Is it arfact that for \tant of proper arrangements for the regular 
flow of rain water from those villages, the agriculturists numbering 
more than fifty thousand suffer annual loss of more than a lakh ‘of 
rupees year after year, and that they lose about 70 to 90 per cent, of 
the crop and also 80 to 98 per cent, of arnan crop? 

(r) Is it a fact that the people of these villages have represented 
their giievances to the HoiPble the Chief Minister when be \isited 
Chittagong in January last and also to the local Circle Officer and (dher 
officials ? 

(d) If so, what steps have been taken by Government to get this 
khal re-excavated with a view to giving necessary relief to the poor 
villagers of theses. villages ? If not, why not? 

(e) Is it a fact that tie villages of the Banskhali thana oi Chitta- 
gong borders on the Bay of Bengal and stands in constant danger of 
being flooded by saline water from the Bay? 

if) Is it a fact that considerable damage to properties and crops 
was caused during the floods in August last for Want of timely repair 
‘Of the embankment maintained by private owners? 

{(/) Is it a fact that some portion of the embankment constructed 
ito keep off saline water is maintained by Government and o^her portions 
‘by private persons? 
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(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the excavation of a canal 
from the Bbarasanga up to the Peskarhat canal is a lon^if-felt want for 
want of which the people of Anwara, Banskhali, etc., who use these 

canals are sufifering considerably? 

• 

(i) Is it a fact that the excavation of the proposed canal will result 
in shortening the distance of journey and will greatly facilitate the 
boat traffic between Banskhali, Anwara and other parts of the interior 

.and the district headquarters? If so, what steps has the Government 
taken or is about to take to excavate the proposed canal? If not, why 
not? 

MINISTER in chitt^e of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPArVment (tiM Hon’ble Maharaja Sris Chandra Handy, of 
dossimbazar) : With your permission, Sir, I propose to reply to 
question Nos. 12 and 13 together. 

I am making enqiiirfes and will give the information desired in due 
course. 


Flood in Chittagong. 

13- Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Communications and Works Department be pleased to state if it is 
a fact that the villagers of Hathazari, Rauzan and Faticksari thanas of 
the district of Chittagong suffer heavy loss every year owing to annual 
inundation and other causes, such as the silting up of the Dhurahg 
I’hal, the zig-zag course of the river Halda and insufficient number of 
bridges on the Hathazari-Rauzan Road? 

(h) Is it a fact that nearly five lakhs of villagers are affected in 
those areas by such recurring inundation? 

(c) Has the District Engineer of Chittagong prepared an estimate of 
Rs. 57,000* only for the re-excavation of the Dhurang hhal and has 
the Executive Engineer of the Dacca Circle also prepared an estimate 
of Rs. 20,000 for straightening the ziz-zag course of the Halda river? 
If so, has the Government sanctioned these estimates? If not, why not? 

(d) ^s it a fact that the proposal of construction of further bridges 
OQ the Hathazari-Rauzan Road is still under the consideration of the 
Government? If so, has the Government arrived at a final decision in 
these matters? If not, when is the Government expected to finally 
decide these matteVs? 

(e) Is it a fact that the Chief Minister and other Ministers have 
given assurance to the people of these thanas about giving effect to the 
abovementioned projects? If so, when does the Government intend to 
cariiy out these projects? 

(Vide reply to question No. 12.) 
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Deterioration of Live-stock in Bengal. 

14. Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: {a) Is 

the Hon’hle Minister in charge of the Agriculture Department aware 
that the quality of the live-stock in Bengal is steadily deteriorating 
for want of facilities about pasture lands? 

(h) Is he aware that some Marwari gentlemen of Calcutta have 
established a Live-Stock Association with the express intention of * 
improving the live-stock of the Province by arranging pasture lands? 

(c) Will he kindly state if the Government has under contemplation 

any scheme for increasing and improving the facilities in regard to 
pasture in this Province? ^ 

(d) Is he aware that more than 25 per cent, of the arable land in 
Bengal is still uncultivated in spite of the pressure of population on 
land and that there is plenty of room for extending the facilities about 
pasture grounds? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan), (a) There has been a d'eterio- 
ratioii of the live-stock in Bengal but not for want of facilities about 
pasture lands. It has been due to bad management and malnutrition 
or starvation which cannot be remedied by establishment of * pasture 
lands. The remedy lies in growing fodder-crops, stall-feeding an(J 
better conservation of straw and fodder. 

(5) The Association is not recognised by Government and I have no 
information regarding its activities. 

(c) The hon’ble member is referred to the answer given to the 
question No. 2«3 by Mr. Nur Ahmed answered on 5th May, 1989, a copy 
of which is laid in the Library. 

(d) No. The area of uncultivated land definitely known to be cul- 
turable is only about 143,000 acres scattered throughout the Province. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: the 

Hon’ble Minister aware that there are 11 million acres of non-culturabl© 
lands in Bengal which could be converted into pasture lands ? 

( 

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I am not a^are of that. 

Khan Bahadur WAIVED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: .Does the 

HoiPble Minister mean to say that pasture land is not necessary for^th© 
cattle^ of this province ? 
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Th6^ Hon’blo Mr^ TAMIZUDDIN KHANs To provide pasture land 
is unprofitable under present conditions. 

Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: Does tbe 
Hon’ble Minister mean to say that if the lands wliich are lying fallow 
be converted into pasture land, they would not be profitable? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I have said in my 
answer to question {d) that the uncultivated lands that are lying fallow 
are scattered throughout the province and most of them are not suitable 
for being converted into pasture land? 

Mr.*PRE8IDENT: Order, order. You may ask for information 
1i)ut no argument is permissible. 


Notices of amendments. 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: 1 have the 
honour to give notice that at the curreni session of the Bengal Legis- 
lative Council I shall move by way of amendment to the motion for 
leference t-o a Select Committee of the Bengal Patni Taluks Regula- 
tion (Amendment) Bill, 19‘39, sponsored by Khan Saheb Abdul Hamid 
,Chowdfiury that the Bill be circulated for the ])urpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the 31st December, 1940. 

I have the honour also to give notice that during the current session 
of the Bengal Legislative Council, I shall move by way of amendment 
to the motion for consideration of the Bengal I^and .Revenue Sales 
(Amendment) Bill, 1938, sponsored by Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muaz- 
zamuddin Ilosain that tlie Bill be referred to a Select Committee con- 
sisting of — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Abdul Karim, 

(2) Khan Saheb Abdul Hamid, 

(3) Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain, 

(4) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmed, 

(5) Mr. Kader Baksh, 

(6) Mr. E. C. Ormond, 

(7) Raja Bhupendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur, of Nashipur, 

(8) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(9) Mr. Naresh Nath Mukherjee, 

(10) Rai Manmatha Nath Bose Bahadur, and 

(11) the mover, 
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with instructions to submit their report by the 30th April, 1940. The 
number of members whose presence shall be necessary to • constitute 
a quorum shall be five. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I have the 
honour to give notice that during the current session of the Bengal 
Legislative Council, I shall move by way of amendment to^the motion 
for reference to a Select Committee of the Bengal Non-agricultural 
Tenancy Bill, 1937, sponsored by Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hosain that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion 
thereon by tfie 31st December, 1940. 

The Hen’hle Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I have the* 
honour to give notice ihat during the current session of the Bengal 
Legislative Council, I shall move by way of amendment to the motion 
for reference to a Select Committee of the Bengal Emergency Rent 
Remission Bill, 1938, sponsored by Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hosain that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion 
thereon by the 31st December, 1940. 


The Hon’hle Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLA Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I have the honour to give notice that I desire to move in the turrent 
sessions of the Bengal Legislative Council, the following amendment 
to Mr. Humayun Kabir’s motion that his Bill for the amendment of 
the Bengal Ix)cal Self-Government Act, 1885, be referred to a Select 
Committee, viz. — 

that the Bill be recirculated tor the purpose ot eliciting further 
opinion thereon by the 31st December, 1940. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLA Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I have the honour to give notice that I desire to move in the current 
sessions of the Bengal Legislative Council, the following amendment 
to Rai Surendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur’s motion that his Biil for 
the amendment of the Bengal Municipal Act, 1932, be referred to a 
Select Committee, viz. — 

that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion 
thereon by the 31st December, 1940. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLA Bahadur, oL Dacca: 

t have the honour to give notice that I desire to move in the curr^t 
sessions of the Bengal Legislative Council, the following amendment 
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to Mr. Nur Ahmed’s motion that his Bill for the amendment of the 
Bengal *Munu;ipafi Act, 1932, be referred to a Select Committee, viz. — 

that the Bill be recirculated for the purpose of eliciting further 
opinion thereon by the 31st December, 1940. 

the Hon^ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLA Bahaduri of Dacca: 

I have the honour to give notice that I desire to move in the current 
sessions of the Bengal Legislative Council, the following amendment to 
Mr. Nur Ahmed’s motion that his Bill for the amendment of the Bengal 
Food AduKeration Act, 1919, be referred to a Select Committee, 
viz. — 

that the Bill be recirculated for the purpose of eliciting further 
opinion thereon by the 31st December, 1940. 

The Hcn’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; I beg to give notice 
that at the current sessions of the Bengal I^egislative Council I shall 
move by way of amendment to the motion for consideration of the 
Bengal Water Hyacinth (Amending) Bill, 1938, sponsored by Khan 
Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin llosain that the Bill be referred to a 
Select Committee couvsisting of — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain, 

(2) Mr. E. C. Ormond, 

(3) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(44 Rai Bahadur Radhika Bhusan Roy, 

(5) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(0) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ataur Rahman, 

(7) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Razzakiil Haidar Chowdhury, 

(8) Mr. Muklilesar Rahman, • 

(9) Khan Bahadur Mohammad Ibrahim, 

(10) Mr. Khorshed Alam Chowdhury, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instruction to submit their report by tlie 30th June, 1940, and 
that the quorum of the Select Commitfee be fixed at five. 

Tfte Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLiCK: I be^ to 

give liotice of the following amendment to the motion of Khan 
Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain that the Bengal Agricultural 
Debtors (Amendpient) Bill, 1938, be referred to a Select Committee 
at the session of the Bengal liCgislative Council commencing on the 
16th February, 1940 — 

that the Bill l)e circulated for the purpose of eliciting public 
• opinion thereon by the 31st December, 1940. 



42 


NOTICE OF FINANCE BILL. 


[21st Feb., 


Laying on Table of the Bengal Finance (Amendment) Billp 1940, ae 
passed by the Bengal Legislative Assembly* 

SECRETARY* Sir, the following message has been received from 
the Bengal Legislative Assembly: — 


MESSAGE. 

The Bengal Finance (Amendment) Bill, 1940, as passed by the 
Bengal Tyegislative Assembly at its meeting held on the 15th 
Febiniary, 1940, has been duly signed by me and is annexed herewith. 
The concurrence of the Bengal TiCgislative Council to the Bill is 
hereby re(iuested. 


M. AZIZUL HFQ, 
Spefiker, 

Bengal Legislative Assembly. 


Calcutta : 

The 16th February ^ 1040. 


Sir, I herewith lay on the Table the Bengal Finance (xVmendment) 
Bill, 1940, as ])assed by the Bengal Legislative Assembly at its 
meeting held on the 15th February, 1940. 


Notice by the Hon’ble Finance Minister, regarding Bengal Finance 
(Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

The Hon»ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: I have the honour to 
give notice that I propose to move in the current session of the Bengal 
Legislative Council that the Bengal Finance (Amendment) Bill, 1940, 
as passed by the Bengal T/egislative Assembly, be taken into considera- 
tion and for amendments seven days’ notice is necessary. 

I request that you will be pleased to accept short notice amend- 
ments. I propose that if any amendment tor circulation or reference 
to Select Committee be moved, I will oppose it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, have you any 
objection to this? 
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Under the Bengal Legislative Council Procedure Rules, ten days' 
notice is Necessary* before it is taken up for consideration and for amend 
ments seven days’ notice is necessary. 

Mr. KAMI N I KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, the matter being a trifling 
one, -we leave it to the Hon’ble Minister to decide. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: So far as the Chair is concerned, it will have 
no objection to take it up earlier. So, it is settled that this Bill will 
be taken uy for consid<‘ration on the 28tli instant. Under the rules 
though seven days’ notice is necessary for amendments, my office will 
accept notice of amendments till Friday, -1 p.m., so that the considera- 
tion may be taken up on the 28th. 

Mr.«NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: Before we pass on to the 
discussion of the Budget, may I submit, Sir, that in consideration 
of the numerical strength of this side of the House, at least two mem- 
bers on the Select Committee should be from the Congress? But to-day 
some of the motions (*ontaining list of members comprising the personnel 
of the Select Committees moved by the Jlon’ble Ministers contain the 
name of only one member from the Congress Group. May I, Sir, 
through you, request Government to give us the reciuisite number of 
seats on the Select Committees in future? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: May I have my say, 
Sir? This is a matter which should be decided between the Whips 
*of the diflerent parties and if they fail to come to a decision, then 
only they should bring it to the notice of the Chair. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is certainly for the parties com^erned to 
settle it amongst themselves, but the President may* also intervene 
under certain circumstances. Under Rule 5G(<^^) of our Rules it is 
stated : 

“The Minister in charge of the Department to which a Bill relates, 
the memlier who introduced the Bill and the other members of the 
Select Committee shall be named as members in the motion proposing 
the appointment of the Committee in such a manner as to represent, 
as far* as possible, the different parties in the Council.” 

If I find that there is ap abuse of this rule, I shall certainly inter- 
fere. But this is^not the stage when this question should be raised, f 
think the Opposition parties and their leaders should consult with the 
■ Government ])arty and its leader in order to determine the quota of 
adequate representation of each party and it should be possible to 
settle thi^ matter amicably. 
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Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir^ may I just make a request 
that whenever any Bill is sought to be introduced, before Hie actual 
constitution of the Select Committee is settled, the Whip of the 
Opposition also should be consulted not only as to the number but also 
as to the personnel, as occasions often arise when a change of members 
is necessitated. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Order, order. It is not so much for the 
President as for the members that a convention should be established 
amongst the parties in this House. Out of eleven members which 
might comprise a Select Committee, Government should have at least 
five, the Congress may have three, the European Group and the Pro- 
gressive Group one each, and from the unattached parties there may 
be one. This is only my suggestion and nothing else. And further 
there should be a convention for the Government W^hip in the case of 
Government Bills, and in the cases of other Bills also, to ask the Whips 
of the respective parties to select their own men. This is not a matter 
for the mover. Of course, he has the right to readjust but the general 
convention is that even in the case of non-official Bills, the Whip of 
the respective parties should consult the Government Whip as to who 
should represent the Government. In doing this he should not be 
guided by his own wishes but by the wishes of the party to which he 
belongs, though it is well-known the members are represented by their 
respective Party Whips. And that is the general convention that is 
observed. There is no definite rule on the subject. It is for the parties 
to see whelher they should follow this convention. 

Mr, ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED. May I know, Sir, which Select 
Committee the honourable member is referring to? 

Mr, NARESH NATH MOOKERJEE: I mean the Sele(‘t Com- 
mittee referred to by the Hon’ble Minister to-day. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: There were notices of several Select Commit- 
tees with the Congress, the main Ox>P<>Hition , not being properly 
represented on them. 

The House will now proceed with tlie general discussion on the 
Budget. 


General Discussion on Budget. 

« Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HD^AIN: Mr. Presi- 
dent, Sir, that the Budget as presented does not disclose initiation of 
any ambitious scheme is admitted by the Finance Minister himself, and 
this he ascribes to financial stringency and necessity for precaution 
in view of war conditions in Europe. We, of course, realize the 
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necessity for precaution, but we think the Budg-et has been rather 
a Ibit too*conse/vative and there are some items which call for comments. 
I propose to make comments not for criticism’s sake but for offering 
constructive suggestions which may be considered by the Ministry in 
due course. 

• 

Sir, first of all, I shall take up the expenditure under the head 
“Education.” The Finance Minister said that 5 lakhs for primary 
education in the cess-paying districts has been allotted this year, a^s 
Was done l^t year. But, that this amount is hopelessly inadequate has 
not been fully realized. Sir, last year when this 5 lakhs was allotted 
there were only three districts in which free primary education had 
been introduced. As a result of gradual expansion the expenditure in 
those three districts will go up substantially. Besides, I believe such 
scheme* had been taken up in other districts also. Therefore, Sir, 
•instead of 5 lakhs I think near about 20 lakhs will be absolutely neces- 
sary if this free primary education which has been introduced in the 
districts, is io go on. Sir, in the district of Mymensingh alone, it has 
been calculated that this year they will require 4A lakhs as additional 
provision if they are to go on with the present number of schools. 
They have already got about 2,500 schools at the rate of one school for 
every 2,000 people. Their budget is for 12^ lakhs of which from their 
cess they expect to get nearly 6 lakhs and Government’s ordinary recur- 
ring contribution is about 2 lakhs. So another 41 laklis is absolutely 
necessary if they are not to close down the schools, which tliey have 
already* started. Besides that. Sir, anotlier 1,000 schools will have to be 
•opened if we really want that the number of students in primary schools 
is to increase. Sir, on account of the geogra]>]iical difficulties, this 
standard of one school for 2,000 people wdll not be suitable everywhere. 
There are villages with only a population of dOO or 400 and within a 
radius of two or three miles there aie no other villages. For sucii 
villages, Sir, you will have to make separate arrangements for schools, 
and als() there are villages which are divided by big rivers and these too 
recpiire sepai*ate arrangements to be made in respcfd of schools. It has 
been estimated that for the Mymensingh district alone, they will require 
another 1,000 schools. So I believe, Sir, that in Mymensingh district 
alone free ])rimary education, as con tern jdated under the Act, will cost 
at leafjjt 20 lakhs of' wliich only 6 lakhs is available from the cess and 
the remainder will have to be met from the Government grant. Sir^ I 
know the financial difficulties of Government, but I want to point out, 
Sir, that Government ought to have tried this free primary educatioij* 
only in one small* district before they took up other districts, in order 
to ascertain what financial commitments Government will have to 
undertake. Sir, now that in nine districts free primary education has 
Ibeen started I believe nearly a crore of rupees will probably be neces- 
sary for additional provisions like this, and this, no doubt, will be a 
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'very ambitious undertaking. Without arranging for money provision, 
to a start to a sctieme is nothing but unbusine^lslike. But at the 
same time, Sir, I realize the demand for free primary education and 
for that, I think, a lesser and more modest scheme Government should 
have gone in for. Government could have given liberally free student- 
shijis to schools for iiuTeasing the number of pupils in primary schools. 
For example, they could have said that every school that could increase 
the number of students beyond its present strength would get 4 annas for 
every additional student or something like that; that would have been 
more suitable and would have been more feasible and wee would have 
been sure in that (use of an increase in the number of students in the 
primary schools. Sir, I am very, very doubtful if these free primary 
schools, which have been started now, will not have the effect of reducing 
the existing number of pupils reading in the existing primary schools. 
So I say, Sir, that before taking further steps in the matter, 'Govern- 
ment should consider the jiros and cons and should modify their polic/, 
tentatively at least, before they come to a final decision aibout giving a 
full start to the scheme under the Act. 

Sir, in the same way I find that for Debt Conciliation Government 
has increased the expenditure this year by 5 A lakhs without taking 
stock if they have got their money’s worth returned for the money so 
far spent, e.g., Iby spending how much money they have dealt with how 
many cases or what amount of agricultural debts they have dealt with. 
What I believe, Sir, is that, after having spent one crore, probably 
Government will find that they have not touched even the fringe of 
the problem, that they have not cleared even 5 per cent, of the agricuU 
turists’ debts. So in this case also, Sir, I think a stock should be taken 
before starting Debt Settlement Board after Debt Settlement Board. 
Moreover, Sir, the utility of these Boards would pass the period of 
their utility to a very great extent as s-oon as the Money-lenders Bill 
which will shortly be passed into law, is given effect to. 

Then again, Sir, with regard to the Co-operative Credit Society, I 
find that the Government is increasing its expenditure on this also, 
althougli this department has become very un])oj)ular. Sir, I under- 
stand it is the i)olicy of Government now to utilise this Co-operative 
Society to deal with short-term loans and a few Land Mortgage Banks 
only. Sir, for short-term loans only, to have the luxury of a Ce-opera- 
tive Department is, I think, very extravagant. Sir, short-term loans 
can be very well distributed through jmid Government officers just like 
^^agricultural loans, and the agriculturists could get the money at a 
cheaper rate of interest because they would get the money direct from 
Government. Wliereas if they get it from the Co-operative Depart- 
ment, the Provincial Bank will charge some interest, the Central Bank 
will charge some margin and then the Society will charge some before 
it goes on to the cultivator. So the rate of interest will be ^ore. At 
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the same time, the cultivator will he in the clutches of the offi(‘e-bearers 
of the Society# who, we know from experience, are not always very 
honest and true men. I think, Sir, that the method of ^ivinjr direct 
loan by Government to agriculturists might at least he tried. So, I 
would ask Government to try this in one thana of every district to 
begiil with, a^id let them watch the result. If it is found to be not 
very successful let them give it up. I do not want the Government 
to hazard themselves for something unknown. As a matter of fact 
they have tried this agricultural loaii business to some extent. Every 
year Government have been granting Es. 15 lakhs, 20 lakhs or iU) lakhs 
*as agriciiltural loan and from what we have heard from the llon’ble 
the Finance Minister himself, this loan is realised almost (‘ent. per 
cent., so there is no fear of Government losing any money in giving 
agricultural credit direct through their own officers instead of through 
co-opera five bank. 


There is another point. If we are to give agricultural loan through 
co-0])erative bank, then we will have to give this loan only to the 
members of ihe society and at the present moment at best only 20 per 
cent, of the agriculturist families belong to co-opertitive societies. 
The rest have not yet become members of the societies and if they are 
to be given loans through the co-operative department, then it will 
take 20 years to organise new co-operative societies through whi(‘h 
every agriculturist who requires loan may be given loan. 


• For these reasons I would urge Government that they should make 
an ex])eriment in a few thanas. Let it l)e through their own co-opera- 
tive officers. Let them not have separate officers. Let them employ 
co-oj)erative officers and let them make an exy)eriment directly in some 
of the thanas and find out the result before undertaking anything 
finally. 

Sir, the question of .solving the agricultural credit problem has 
been hanging fire for a very long* time, and it is very deplorable to 
find that although Ils. 15^ lakhs was put down for agricultural loan 
last year through co-operative societies, this year it has been reduced 
to Es. /) lakhs. In view of the working of the Debt Settlement 
Boards and tlic passing of the Money-lenders Act we anticipate 
that the entire rural credit will dry up. Tnder these circumstances 
if instead of increasing the agricultural loan we decrease it to that^ 
amount, we do nP>t know what will happen to the agriculturists. 
We believe it will be a great disaster and prolbably lands will lie fallow 
or the agriculturists will be compelled to sell off their lands to non- 
agriculturists for the purpose of securing money to purchase seeds for 
cultivating their lands. 
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As a matter of fact the figures of the Registration Department show 
that already the sale of lands has increased tremendbusly in comparison 
with the sale of the last two years and this is mainly due to want of 
credit facilities in the rural areas. 

I now come to the Public Health Department. Here Rs. lakhs 
has been allotted for rural water-supply. So far as thstt grant is con- 
cerned it is all right, but here also we have not got any scheme. We 
are making some allotments every year in certain districts, but we 
have not arranged to see that we will be able to maintain the source of 
water-supply properly. It is not enough to stud the ^hole country 
with tube-wells. We must also make sure that they are re-sunk as 
soon as they go out of order, if we are to solve the problem of water- 
supply. My proposal is that we ought to have something like Water- 
supply Insurance Fund on the lines of the Famine Insurance Fund, 
so that the district boards may have after a certain time a certain 
amount of rentribution or loan for repairing the wells. Without these 
things we do not know whether after making the people accustomed to 
use tube-well water we will not have suddenly to stop that source of 
water-supply, lecause we have not got sufficient money to repair the 
tube-wells. In this connection I think Government ought to establish a 
committee of experts and some representatives of the district boards 
and definitely decide u])on some policy by which they can assure the 
future water-supply also and not merely the existing one. 

We find that the Agriculture and Industries which are the two 
wealth-producing de])artments have been treated as niggardly as before. 
As a matter of fact, the Industries Department has been given one 
lakh less this year. I think we all know that agriculture has already 
become a losing concern now and unless 33 j3er cent, of the population, 
at least of the agriculturists, are diverted to industries or to some other 
work, the agriculturists cannot live on agriculture alone. At the same 
time wo have also to increase the yield. Unless we increase the yield 
per acre, it will be imi)ossible even by diverting 33 per cent, of 
population to make the agriculturists live on agriculture. We have 
calculated and found that the average income of a Bengal agriculturist 
is only Rs. 30 per head per annum and if we take away 20 per cent, at 
the top who are in better circumstances, the remainder will be left only 
with a pittance of Rs. 20 per head per annum. This is the situation in 
which we have been placed in Bengal. 

In Japan they are producing 60 maunds per acre. In China the 
agriculturists are producing 40 maunds. I will not speak of Spain 
or Italy which grow a still larger quantity, but hm'e in Bengal which 
is proverbially known to be tlie most fertile country in the world we 
produce at best 18 maunds, if not 16. On the authority of Sir George 
Watt we find that only so far back as 1867 Bengal used to produce rice 
on an average from 27 to 32 maunds per acre. Tlie land of Bengal 
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has been deteriorating very fast, ibut we are still slunibering and have 
not awakened from our alumlber. If we want to save the agriculturists 
who are the Ibackbone of the country we must make a determined effort 
to increase the, yield of the land iby whatever means possible. Govern* 
ment should contribute liberally to the Agriculture Department and 
bring experts from foreign lands, if possible from Japan or from 
China, and try to increase tlie yield per acre of land. We woirt 
believe that JBengal with its proverbial fertility can produ(;e only 18 
•maiinds as against 40 maunds in China and 60 niaunds in Japan. 

I was quoting Sir George Watt. In his book he mentions that in 
1867 the average produce of Bengal, after enquiry, was found to be 
from 27 — 62 maunds per acre. It has become now nearly half and 
still we are not taking any action to arrest tlie deterioration of land. 

Sir, we have passed a resolution that some of our experts should be 
sent to Japan to find out the cause of higli ydeld there and less yield in 
Bengal. We do not know if in the detailed budget, any provision has 
Ibeen made for an expert in order to enable him to go to Japan for 
learning the cause of high yield there. 

Coming to the Industries Department I must say that only a sum 
of Bs. 12 or Id lakhs for this department is not all what is required. 
We have not only to look after cottage industries in order to give 
employment to the agriculturists but we have also to start medium 
size and .large size industries for the benefit of the country, because, 
aft I have said, at least dd per cent, of the poj)ulati()n will Iiave to be 
diverted to live on industries. We know that it will be an amibitious 
scheme to industrialise the country and nothing can be done all on a 
sudden, but at least, I am of opinion, that a start should be made in 
this direction. An industrial survey was sanctioned two ^^ears ago and 
we have an industrial t^ommittee which has been working, but we do 
not know the result of its labour. We ought to know at least by now 
what are the possibilities of starting new industries in Bengal, what 
are the raw materials which go to foreign lands only to come back 
with prices trebled or four times enhanced. We must make preliminar\ 
enquiries to find out all these things, and a provision in the Budget 
should also be made for the training of our youths in foreign countries. 
They should be sent in large nuralbers every year for learning industries 
which would be possible to start in Bengal. 

Another thing I should like to mention in this connection is that 
Government should*give incentive to the industries of this country. If 
Government are determined to use only India-made articles or Bengal- 
made articles in their offices in preference to foreign-made articles 
that will serve the purpose to some extent. Government should also 
start a propaganda for using home-made articles, so that people may 
prefer to use them. Unless Government take an active part to indus- 
trialise -the country, we cannot expect that our country will be turned 
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into an industrial country all on a sudden. We want Government to 
consider this and provide at least some money for the preliminaries in 
connection with industrial and agricultural regeneration of the country. 

I welcome the proposal which the Hon’lble the Finance Minister 
has incidentally made of imposing taxes in future for the benefit of the 
country. I should only request him that taxes should be of the nature 
of indirect tax, so that they may not touch the people who will be paying 
them. An indirect tax is the most suitable tax. If it is^ paid by the. 
consumer in the shape of sales tax he does not feel the burden of it. He 
thinks that it is due to fluctuation of market rates. I think the Hon’ble 
tlie Finance Minister will consider this and he will earmark the receipts 
from this tax for industrial and agricultural advancement of the, country. 

With these words I conclude my remarks. 


Mft Bi RO&Ss Mr. President, Sir, I have much pleiisure, on 
behalf of the European Party in this House, in offering our congratula- 
tions to the Hon’bie the Finance Minister on the Budget which he has 
j)roduced for the ensuing financial year. There is a tendency' in 
abnormal times su(;h as those in which we are now living to regard the 
quickening of industrial and commercial activity and increased revenues 
whi(‘h result therefrom as a normal develo])ment and to press on Govern- 
ment to expand their nation-lbuilding and other schemes on the 
assumption that these increased revenues may be regarded as P. 
permanency. It is a matter of satisfaction to this party that the 
Hon’Ible Mr. Suhrawardy has not only not fallen into thLs error but 
has pronounced a definite warning as to the inevitable occurrence of a 
slump in business conditions after the war ends, whenever that might 
be — a view witli which the Euro])ean 3*arty is in entire agreement. 

The Finance Minister is, therefore, to be commended for the caution 
wdiich he has exercised in producing his first Budget and for the con- 
servative nature of this Budget. In budgeting for a deficit of o7 lakhs 
on the working for the next year, plus a further deficit of 26 lakhs 
in the capital and debt de])osit section, it is satisfactory to note that 
the expenditure programmed for Education, Public Health, ^Medical 
and other nation-building schemes shows an increase over the revised 
estimates for the current year, the Finance Minister not having found 
it necessary to curtail the expenditure on these commendable pro- 
jects bec^ause of the fact that he is budgeting for a deficit. I think, 
however, that the HoiFble Finance Minister in drafting his Budget 
has rather underestimated probable receipts under several heads 
of revenue, notaibly the jute duty and the provincial share of income- 
tax. There is little doubt that, under present war conditions and also 
assuming that these war conditions will remain in force throughout the 
year, jute exports must show a considerable increase over those -for the 
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year 19»39-40, and it is the opinion of those who are prepared to take a 
view that a. further 20 to 30 lakhs of revenue may be looked for from 
this source over and aJbove the amount already biidj^eted for. 

In the case of. income-tax, in spite of the recent proiiouiiceiueiit of 
the Government of India that railway contributions to tlie general 
revenues will not be taken into account when determininp: allocation of 
income-tax to the provinces the latter will, I understand, receive a share 
of the Exceiii Profits Duty now under the consideration of the Central 
Assembly, and this should enable the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy to anti- 
cipate sohie mar#?in over his figure of probable income undei- this head. 

It is not, therefore, beyond the bounds of possibility thal the anti- 
cipated ^leficit of 57 laklis may not in fact materialize. 

• 

Nevertheless, it is with satisfaction that we note the decision of the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister nof to imjxise new taxes pending a detailed 
survey of new sources of revenue. 

This is an attitude of (iaution which we in this group fully a])preciate 
and we venture to ex])resh the hope that, as the year progresses, he wdll 
not find it necessary to do other than record for future referen(*e any 
new sources which may ll)e (X)U8idered suitable. 

One point in the Hon’Ible Minister’s speech when introducing his 
Budget Vhich sliould commend itself to all sections of this House is the 
decision to oj)en a Training Cam]) for theoretical and prac-ticul training 
of a numiber of Circle Officers in the problems and pra(di(;e of rural 
reconstruction. This is a stej) in the right direction. There is very 
little doubt that large sums of money can be frittered away quite 
uselessly when the personnel responsible for the carrying out of such 
schemes la(h the necessary training, and Government have done well to 
take note of tin’s. I would go further and recommend tliat such officers 
should be compelled to take refresher courses every three years. I have 
a further suggestion for the (‘onsideration of Government, and that is 
enlightenment by suitable pro])aganda of the enfranchised rural ]) 0 ])ula- 
tion on practical politicos. 

• 

For the last decade these people have been fed fulsomely with the 
doctrines of debt evasion and confiscation of jnoperty until their outlook 
to-day is that these jiractices are the natural evolution of responsible. 
Government. As •an examjde, quite recently a prominent Bengal 
politician was discussing with some of his constituents the implications 
of “Dominion Status’’ and “Independence.” The ])eople to whom he 
was speaking were all against Dominion Status on the ground that it 
postulated* a continuance of the British connection and to use their own 
woi^s, “We won’t be able to get jmssession of the jute mills and coal 
mines.” Propaganda of the right kind spreach amongst these people 
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would soon educate them toi^ards a healthier perspective of the real 
benefits to be derivejJ from responsible Government, and I recommend 
this suggestion for the attention of the Hon’ble Minister who can rely 
on the support of this party generally on his Budj^et proposals for 
1940-41. 


Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Mr. President, Si-, I do not 
mean to take up much time of the House in discussing the details of 
the Budget which is presented every year for the atmosphere created is 
very dry and dull one. As Mr. Ross has pointed out very rightly, that 
propaganda in industrial areas is necessary for the benefit of the work- 
ing classes in order to remove their misunderstanding and ignorance 
on the subject of politics, especially in view of the present issue of 
‘'‘Inde])endence” rersvs “Dominioit Status,” and 1 would like to see 
that the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy provides funds for this jmrpose. 
Without any provision for sudi a scheme, all the enquiries through 
Police officers and friendly Labour Unions is not of much use. Sir, 
we have the bitter experience of the communistic 'campaign launched in 
the mill areas and their efiects, and such is the case in the coalfields in 
which my friend Mr. Ross is interested. The terrible consequences of 
such a propaganda, as we see, very often result in the most devastating 
strikes for no real grievances, accompanied by huge loss of wages and 
the idleness of the workmen for weeks and months without any relief 
whatsoever. We liave also seen hundreds of jute millhands losing their 
jobs through this abominable propaganda with no chance of their rein- 
statement. Such a state of affairs exists in the coalfields, situate though 
not in Bengal but in the neighbouring places. I therefore request the 
Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy to see if funds can Ibe provided for counter- 
propaganda in the industrial areas. 


Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: Mr. President, Sir, at the 
outset I wish to offer my congratulations to the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister for the extremely business-like manner of his presentation 
of the Budget for the year 1940-41. My congratulation is also-due to 
the fact that the present Finance Minister has produced the Budget 
under exceptionally difficult circumsstances. And I believe I shall be 
-voicing the opinion of the entire House if I venture to communicate a 
word of sympathy to him for the arduous duties he has been carrying 
out under the depression of a dire domestic tragedy, while these 
duties are further complicated by the circumstances created as 
a result of the war that is being waged in Europe. It is^ 
not for me to quarrel with the details of the Budget. It is 
impossible for any member of the Legislature who is outside the 
Government circles to be able to offer any manner of suggestion’s with 
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a view to eitect any modification of the details of the Budget that 
hai been presented. These details are so welded^ together that they 
produce a system, a sort of a balance and an equipoise which cannot 
be disturbed by any oifhand criticism. Especially the Upper House 
must*feel its Reuse of inferiority in being constitutionally deprived 
of the privilege of being able to exercise any sort of influence upon 
the details of the Budget that is presented by Government. Still I 
should like to offer a few observations with reference to these very 
^details althoifgh I know that I shall db it in a loose manner. I feel 
like Tennyson’s Thoolc whi(di exclaims, “Men may come and men may 
go, but I go on for ever.” So, budgets come and budgets go but the 
condition of the proviiue remains the same as before without any 
light frojn any quarter being thrown upon the very difficult conditions 
w];iich the country is passing through. Frankly speaking, this Budget 
appears to me to reflect only the stationary conditions. Et has Ho 
element of dynamism or imj)rovement. It is absolutely a static 
Budget. I do not like to blame however, the present Finance Minister 
who has hardly ^lad ai^tinm'4o produce any Budget of a new type 
which may reflect* the well-beiiig of the p»oviu(L‘e as* '^ whole in every 

direclion. Yet 'at the same time I feel thaf th® Budget reveals 

certiiiu ^^tures in the common life of the province which ought to 
be brought to the notice of the Government. 

For instance, running over the ])ages of the Finance Minister’s 
Financial Statement, on page 3 I find that there is an imj)rovement 
tftider the head “Revenue receipts'* on ?icocunt of Excise. Now on 

this point alone the Bengal Government cuts a very sorry figure as 

compared with some other provinces which have introduced Prohibi- 
tion and do not like to treat Excise as a possible source of revenue. 
Of course, Bengal intrinsically is foremost in the matt(?r of Prohibi- 
tion because, without any special administrative effort made on this 
account, the people of Bengal are very, very abstemious, if Lmay 
say so, and they are not addicted to the evils of drink which call for 
Prohibition as is the case in other ]>rovince8. It seems that 
the average revenue receipt on account of Excise represents about a 
crore of rupees as against 5 to 6 crores shown in other provinces* 
Budgetj^ and therefore, once the Finance Secretary — ^about two years 
back — was pleased to make this general observation that the Excise 
revenue is a very good index of the high level of morals of the people 
of this province. I do not, therefore, wish to see any increase in ^ 
the Excise revenue,* even if it is for relieving the difficulties of deficit 
Budgets. On the other hand, although as an accountant the Finance 
Minister has found some pleasure in the fact that certain heads of 
expenditure are showing hopeful signs because the expenditure budgeted 
’for has no! been incurred, I find no pleasure from the fact that the 
subjects on which expenditure should have il)een incurred are subjects 

5 
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connected with nation-buildingf departments. For instance, it has been 
remarked that there is a very slow progress in the execution of certain 
irrigation projects; and then again certain projects about b^blic health. 
These projects have not Ibeen completed with the result that the Budget 
under public health shows decrease of expenditure. *' 

All these really amount to reflection on the administrative 
efficiency of the departments concerned. The departments concerned 
must live up to their means ^nd must not come to tke Legislature 
with their accounts showing that they are unable to spend the money 
that was granted to them. This is not the way in which these great 
subjects affecting public welfare sliould be handled. 

Now as regards jute export duty, the Finance Minister has been 
pleased to make the observation on the basis of expert opinion that 
the stoppage of export of jute to the belligerent countries like Germany, 
Poland and Cze(;ho-Slovakia will ultimately be a matter of loss to 
India. Well^ I think and as Mr. Boss has already pointed out that if 
jute duty accoitut is propoerly gone into it wHl be fopnd that the pro- 
vince cannot suifet economically and on the' whole the province will gain 
very much more.. than has been anticipated on ac(;ount of jute. 

Then again, I And that saving to the extent of Its. 10 *takhs on 
account of the medical needs of the provinccj has been made for the 
reason that the working out of details of some of the larger projects 
for which provisions had been made in the Budget has ‘not been 
carried out in time. Now this sort of accounts showing that the 
budgeted expenditure has not been spent, has not been availed of by 
the departments concerned is really a matter of grave concern to the 

I^egislature siinctioning the budget. 

% 

Similarly, Irrigation IBidget shows a saving of 4 lakhs owing to 
the non-utilisation of the provisions of the Waterw'ays Board and 
there' are also other savings on this ground. T fully realise that there 
are administrative difficulties in the way of formation of schemes for 
expenditure. 1 do realise that Government cannot embark upon 
expenditure merely because expenditure has been budgeted for. But 
at the same time when Government ask for a particular grant, they 
must be ready beforehand with complete schemes, so that ^ what is 
required is to compete the schemes. They should not oome pre- 
maturely before the Legislature with certain unbaked schemes and 
then at the end of the year report that they are pnable to live up to 
the expenditure sanctioned. 

In connection with irrigation we have the greatest complaint 
because I myself was very very fortunate to be able in one of the 
earliest meetings of the Legislative Council in bringing 'forward a* 
resolution on the subject which was accepted unanimously by this 
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House. \fy resolfition referred to the form illation of a com- 
prehensive irrig-ation scheme for the whole of the province by the 
appointment of an Expert Committee and a committee comprising 
of members of the two Houses. Although this resolution was passed 
in the Council ^ unanimously and although nearly about three 
years have elapsed since the passing of that resolution, no action 
has been taken by Government, and I believe, no move has been 
made in the right direction as regards the formulation of thivS scheme. 
Meantime «while the Government of Bengal are content with 
an Irrigation Budget of about Jhs. 55 lakhs, our sister provinces are 
forging ahead in a spirit of adventure. The Punjab Government 
has just completed their irrig’ation selieme at a cost of Bs.*' 37 
(irores wliereby a third of the Punjab which was an arid desert has 
been converted into a smiling garden. Similarly even in the United 
Province the total expenditure on irrigation up till now exceeds 
Rs. 25 crores, whereas in Bengal although we have started with 
certain natural advantages in the way of irrigation^ and although 
we have the great gift of abundant rainfall as a source ofi 
natural irrigation, yet we have been unable to utilise our natural 
advantages by not doing what is required. "What is most needed for 
the province is a comprehensive scheme. We do not want to have 
a “Bijoy cut’^ here or an “Anderson cuP’ there. What we want is 
a comprehensive scheme for all parts of the province which suffer 
from alternative drought and flood, from scarcity of water or excess 
^f water. All parts of the province should be equally treated so far 
as irrigation facilities are concerned by scdeiitific planning. Now the 
reply of this department has always been first to call a conference so 
that the question may be shelved and then slowly to make their way 
towards certain schemes. I find now that they are making a contour 
survey of Northern Bengal at a cost of Its. 4 lakhs instead of 400 lakhs. 

Now what is the upshot of all this. Every year we are being 
confronted with merely budgets for the upkeep of the establishment. 
There is no provision for any improvement of any kind. The 
department is simply keeping up the establishment somehow, 
whereas in other sister provinces they arc all inspired by a kind of 
idealism which make them go boldly for large schemes and they do 
not shrink from the responsibility of financing those large 
schemes. I therefore think that although within the limits of the 
Budget matters are fairly arranged, and so far as the accounting part^ 
of the Budget is ct)ncerned, it is quite above board and no auditor can 
take any objection to the accounting, I find from the point of view of 
real statesmanship the Budget really falls grievously short of the 
fundamental requiremenfs of a progressive province like Bengal. 
Therefore*! say lliat really the members of the Legislature are 
absolutely helpless in Irving to modify any of the details of the Budget. 
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There is really a rigid framework within which ^ our * finances 
have to be adjusted, but what is needed is not the framework, but 
quite a different principle, a different outlook by ineans^ of which 
a different framework could be devised whereby the real need of the 
welfare of the masses can be promoted. Now, the prime need of 
Bengal, as I said is the ujdift, the betterment of tlie lot of the 
greatest number, namely, the millions of our agriculturists and we 
have already found by special investigations how dire is the 
lot of the poor tiller of the soil. The poor tiller of the soil has got 
all the advantages that ordinary administration can give him. He r 
is not suffering from any kind of rack-renting. lie has already 
got all the rights of proprietorship which have been transferred 
to him by the Bengal Legislature and to-day I make bold to lassert 
that the Bengal i)easant compares more favourably with his^ fellow- 
peasants ther provinces in India, where there are far greater 
difficulties in their way and yet with all these advantages the Bengal 
peasant can hardly earn his bread and why? Because, he is unable 
io have the full quantity of produce out of his holding and that only 
for the tact that ihe improvements which are necessary for agriculture, 
the improvements which come from s(!hemes of irrigation have 
not yet been undertaken by Government. I therefore say that we are 
really very, very careless about improvement of our agriculture and 
the condition of the masses. 

Now, as I have said, mere attention to the details of the Budget 
will not carry us very far. I therefore propose to indicate certa|in 
general lines on the basis of which, I hope, the Budget of the' 
future should be framed. The initial difficulty of the finance of 
the province is the disproportionate expenditure that is devoted to 
the administrative departments as distinct from the nation-building 
departments. 'I have calculated that out of a revenue of Rs. 13 
crores nearly a half is absorbed by establishment. Civil Administra- 
tion, General Administration, Administration of Justice and 
Police, these alone, that is to say, the Executive, Judiciary and the 
Police, absorb nearly a half of the total revenue of the province. 

We have been rather impressed by the great efforts that some of the 
first class powers of the world to-day are making in their struggle 
for their existence, but the greatness of every nation depend^ upon 
its Budget and if you study the Budget of a progressive country 
like Japan, or England, or even Ireland, you will see that mere 
ti^establishment as such does not absorb such a large proportion of the 
total revenues of the country. If we compare the Budget of a depart- 
ment like the Police which takes over nearly two and a half crores with 
the Budget for Education, what do we find? We find that we are 
spending on education only rupees one and a half crores. Even the 
Police is getting more patronage from the hands of the Government ■ 
than the cause of education, higher, lower and secondary. 
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Similarly the * Medical Budget is ftfiveii Rs. 58 lakhs in a total 
Budf^et of Rs. crores. Of course f. am piviii^ only approximate 
figures. Pray do not take them as exact figures: these are available 
on a reference to the Budget. 

Similarly ‘the- prime needs of public health in a notoriously 
insanitary province are being served by a modest sum of Rs. 48 lakhs. 

Similarly agriculture, the national key industry of Bengal, is 
given a shc^t shrift by a gnint of onl\ Rs. 17 lakhs. Thjink of the 
crores that are spent in other provinces. I need not multiply 
examples. When a pot of rice is being boiled, it is not necessary for 
you to examine all the bits of rice to vsee whether the rice in the pot has 
been boiled. I have given you certain sample facts to show the 

inadecpfacy of the provisions of the Budget. 

• 

Now, I come to the main j>robleni which is really the problem of 
problems for Btuigal's finance*. It is impossible for any ])rovincc to 
effect any kind of national improvement in any direction on the 
basis of its financial position which is revealed by a comixirison of 
the figures for other provinces. On this subject, 1 might quote from 
a Government document. These simple facts will at once be able to 
convince you that the province has absolutely no future unless the 
budget is thoroughly overhauled and the principles on which it is 
framed are radically changed. What hope could there be fc'r a i)rovin(‘.e 
with a large ])opulation but with too small revenue':^ As a historian 
0 you to look back with me for about ten years to trace the j)ast history 
of this province. Let us examine the financial position from 1928. In 
1928-29, Bombay with a ixjjuilation of 19 millions, was able to secure 
by representations to the Government of India, a residual ])rovincial 
revenue of 15 crores, and Bengal during that year with a population 
of 46 millions was content with only 11 crores. Now, believe you are 
all students of simple arithmetic. You please consider this primary 
financial position. How on earth could Bengal cater for the need of a 
population of 47 millions with a bare revenue of 11 croras^ while 
Bombay with a population of 19 millions, nearly less than half of 
Bengal’s pojuilation, could get a revenue of 15^ crores? Then came 
the 8 <jparatioii of Sind, and to-day Bombay has got a revenue of 13 
crores«to do duty for 15 millions; whereas to-day — I may anticipate the 
census of 1941 — we are 55 million strong with a revenue of nearly 13 
crores. Indeed, Sir, the progress of jmpulation is far out-stripping the 
progress of material and financial resources. To-day our diffimilty 
how to make the^ 13 crores to go round a population of 55 millions. 
In Bombay they have got a revenue of 13 crores to do their duty for 
a population of 15 millions, which is less than one-third of Bengal’s 
population. Similarly, Madras, with a population of 42 millions, has 
a revenue* of 18 crores, and the Punjab with a population of 20 millions 
has a revenue of 12 crores, and so forth and so on. 
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Now, the question is, how can the Finance *Mi]^ister^ manage 
against these heavy odds. These are heavy odds indeed! And 
therefore our Finance Minister cannot surmount the . difficulties 
that stand in the way by n simple manipulation of the Budget or 
appropriations of the details of the Budget. What is nepded is that, 
as was stated by the last Government, Bengal needs help 
at the hands of the Centre, and Bengal as province must stand 
up against the injustice of federal finance. The hopelessly inadequate 
distribution of revenues between the Centre and the , provinces — 
and that is the original sin from which we Bengalis are suffering 
— is at the root of much of the present poor condition of this province. 
Here there is no ground for any communal difference amongst 
the peo])le of Bengal. The whole of Bengal is involved in a 
common ruin unless the primary financial adjustment with the* Centre 
is immediately rectified by the pressure of a united Bengali nation 
through their national Government. I am using the very words that 
were used by the Government of Bengal under Ihe Old Dispensation. 
The first point before the Government of India was “the hopelessly 
inadetpiate distribution of revenue as betw'qcn the Centre and the 
Provinces,’’ and the grounds on which this statement was supported T 
have already explained. Now, as a result of this extremely unjust finan- 
cial adjustment against Bengal, if you studj^ the t‘-ourse of the Budget 
for the last ien or twelve years, say from 1921 to 193d, (M)mi)risiDg 
more than one decade, you will find the Inige deficits tliat Bengal had 
to face during this period and she had to suffer a loss of more tlian ton 
crores of rupees. This is all due to the iniquitous Meston Aw^ard* 
and all Ihis money Bengal had to find by nu'ans of additional national 
sacrifices, which she did by means of additional taxation. Now, 
when the national revenue is so inadequate for the requirements of 
the i)eople in ewery direction you will find signs of deidine and 
deterioration, and the ac'cuiniilated effecl of all tln‘ inadequate Budgets 
tells heavily on the j)eoplo and on their activities. 

Now, let us take the Budget of Education, w^hich is the most 
potent agency of uplift that a country can coruieive of. What future 
can there be for a province where the percentage of literacy is 3, and 
the average income is 3 annas per head. Education is tlje ])rimary need 
of the province. Now, since 1921, wdiereas Bombay spent abciit 20 
annas Bengal was spending only 5 annas per head. The expenditure 
per head on education in Bengal has been the modest sum of 5 annas, 
^y point, therefore, is that to be born a Bengali is due to some misdeeds 
committed in previous births in wdiich we, Hindus, •believe. T think 
that to be born a Bengali is a serious handicap. No wonder that the 
Bengali is going to the wall in competition in various spheres of 
national service. 

Similarly, t^e health of the Bengali is deteriorating, ‘feind the 
cause of this d^eliw'^^is to be sought not in any academic theories. 
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The tale A the decline of the national health and the physique of 
the Bengali is very depressing. "Whereas provinces like Bombay and 
Madras can spend at least 8 annas per head on Medical and Public 
Health, in Bengal the Government can hardly spend 2 annas. 


Bat there i^ one matter on wliich no doubt Bengal takes the lead 
amongst the provinces of India, and that is as regards the provision 
for Law and Order. Of course, the Bengal Government knows how 
rigorously to insist on Law and Order and, therefore, the expenditure 
in Bengal 014 that score is very, very high indeed, as compared witli 
*the provinces like Madras. 

Now the question is, what are we going to doP The Iloirble 
Einance Minister had referred to the Jute Export Duty. As you 
know, originally the whole of this ox])ori duty was appropriated by 
iJ|fe Central Government. As a result of the manly fight put up by 
the late Governmeni the Government of India relented and first 
of all half of the net j)roceeds of the duty on jute exports, a legitimate 
provincial revenue, was surrendered to Bengal on aciuuint of the tale of 
financial woes showing deficits totalling more than ten crores of ruj)ws. 
Then, after that we got a further (‘-oncession, by wdiicdi the jute ex])ort 
duty now shared by Bengal, amounts to (>2^ per cent, of tlie total yield. 
But I suggest that on grounds of unimpeucdiable principles of federal 
finance there is no case whatsoever for treating tlu^ duty on the 
export of jule as a federal source of revenue. On this subject I 
had better quote the words of the Peel Committee whicdi was appointed 
J)y the Pound Table Conference to go into the subje(‘t. The 
Peel (^ommitte(‘’s definile recommendation was: “If there is to be 
an equitable a])jK)rtionment of burdems and smooth working of the 
constitutional niachin(*rv, the federal- resources should, as far as 
possible, be cf)nfined to revenue derived alike from the inhabitants of 
the provinces and all other States and which can be met either 
without any action on the part of the individual State or by any agree- 
ment of a simple character readily enforcexible. Obviously, the 
principle that was laid down by this expert Peel (’ommittee militates 
ag'iiinst the levy for federal revenues of a duty on jute which is a 
product derived sedely from Bengal and two other provinces. And 
therefore, I think that by the same fight Iby which we got Federation 
to concede to Bengal a large portion of this export duty by showing a 
still greater fight we should be able to annex the whole of this jute 
export duty. 

Now, the second grievance of Bengal with regard to her financials 
povsition is the income-tax receipts. Members must be aware that of the 
total income-tax receipts available for the Government of India as a 
whole, 36-2 per cent, is subscribed by Bengal. Now this province has 
been bled .white and has been drained dry for the benefit of the Centre. 
Pra»y, by this, do not think that Bengal is a poor iT>+r^Tiai‘/.oUy^ 
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the gi-oss revenue of Bengal amounting to about ^9 crores ‘of rupees. 
Of course, our humdrum budgets make no reference to tliis fundamental 
fact of our national finance, showing that Bengal intrinsically is the 
richest province in the whole of India. But she has been rendered the 
poorest province to-day by manipulation of Federal Finance an^ has 
been asked to shift for herself with a revenue of 13 crords of rui)ees for 
a vast population of 55 millions. Of course, there is the objection 
taken that the whole of the income-tax receipts wdiich Bengal supplies 
to the Centre sliould not be credited to Bengal, because it is alleged 
that a portion of llie income on which the tax is levied iS attributable 
to business in tlie up-country wdiich flows through the port of Calcutta, 
so that the port of Calcutta serves merely as a sort of post office through 
which orders are executed. AVliilo I am prepared to make an allow\ance 
for this asjject of the income-tax revenue derived from Ber^gal, — let 
me here quote the exact words of the Lite Government of Bengal on tlje 
subject. '^Even on a fair weightage the share of Bengal in the income- 
tax receipts must have been very great as compared with that of tlie 
other provinces. Moreover, the tax represents practically the whole 
benefit of the revenue derived from i)rovincial industries. It is, there- 
fore, desirable, continues the Government memorandum,* that a good 
])art of the income-tax should be available to the province from the 
very ince])tion <d' the new Constitution.’’ I do not like to tire you 
out with details of the economic discussion on the subject of the income- 
tax revenue. Fundamentally the position is that Federation lias not 
seized just tliose sources of revenue in Bengal which are somewhat rigid, 
inelastic and incapable of expansion. I think this business should iiave 
been j)roceeded with in quite a difi'erent way. The Tm])erial Ctovern- 
ment should have tried first to assess the total federal burden for the 
whole of India and then having assessed that burden they should have 
distributed equally this burden among all the provinces on the basis of 
per head of population. Then in that case Bengal might have been 
confronted with the burden of furnishing a certain ]»roportion of the 
total federal demand and Bengal should have been left with sufficient 
fiscal autonomy to be able to arrange to remit to the Government of India 
the share that was due from Bengal as its federal contribution and if 
Bengal were left free to meet the financial burden, then I think Bengal 
would have ])roceeded wuth this business in a different way. Here what 
is done is this. The Federation has laid its stranglehold upon 5®n gal’s 
national life and financial resources. It says practically, “you must 
mortgage to us all the fertile sources of your revenue and then as regards 
the welfare of your people you look for yourselves as best as you may 
^with other sources of revenue which are not at all /capable of growth 
or expansion.” 

Now is this a fair deal? The whole province has been impoverished, 
and I am afraid that all the idealism which inspires the members of the 
party opposite and the members of my own party, all the national 
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idealism^that ^inspires us in tliis House, all that idealism will ^ for 
nothing Ibecause we are not able to secure the financial basis on which 
alone this ideal and nationalism can materialise. There will be no 
hope for the province unless it can get its fair share of revenue with, 
reference to the needs of its expanding population. You cannot do im 
Bengal with a third of revenue of the Bomibay Presidency and unless a- 
national fight is kept up continually against Federation I am afraid,, 
the future of Bengal will he entirely blighted. 

I do n(^ like to prolong my remarks. But before I sit down I 
wish to assure the Finance Minister thxit if I have indulged in any 
criticism (not a carping criticism), I have no intention at all to add to< 
his difficulties. I have only made certain observations on the basis of 
which I think the Government will be able to do the needful. As I 
read oifr national situation it is indeed des]>pratp and nipre inanceuvring 
•of provincial financp or mere piecemeal appropriations in the Budget 
will not avail us at all. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I should at the outset like to associate' 
myself with tlie remarks which have been made by Dr. Iladha Kumud 
Mookerji with regard to the bereavement which has befallen our 
Finance Minister and I can assure him that irrespective of political 
opinions he has the sympathy of all sections of this House in his great 
burden which he has to bear. This, Sir, makes our task to-day a* 
little more difficult, for in commenting upon the Budget wliich has been 
presented before this House, there are two factors wliich we cannot 
forget. To one I have just now referred and the other is extremely 
short time which the llon’hle the Finance Minister had before lie could 
jirepare his jdans. Tliese two factors must therefore to a certain extent 
make it difficult for us to make observations with that amount of force’ 
which otherwise the Budget really calls for. 

Before I come to the critical part of my remarks I would also like- 
to congratulate the Finance Minister for the very workmanlike way 
in which he has presented the Budget. The Budget and the statement 
are clear and concise and from that point of view also he deserves the* 
congratulation of all the members of this House. 

After saying that, I am afraid tluit the grounds of congratulation^ 
are afinost exhausted. Almost I say juirjiosely, because there is at any 
rate one other item on which I think he deserves the congratulation of 
members of this House, but I shall reserve my remarks on that point 
for the present. 

The first feature which every student of the budget must have* 
remarked is one to which the Hon’ble the Finance Minister himself 
refers, namely, the extremely conseri^gtive character of this Budget* 
One might go further and aay that it is not merely a conservative^ 
Budget, it is a reactionary Budget. 
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In a conservative Budget we conserve what vte hav#"* already 
achieved. In the Budget which the present Finance Minister has 
presented, there is not even the conservation of what little we had 
achieved in the course of the last three years. Little enough was done 
in the past Ibut even that little is now largely undone. We have here 
to consider also the grounds which have led the Hon^ble Finance 
Minister to go back on the provisions of the previous Budgets in this 
way and to frame a Budget which is less progressive than the Budgets 

to which we have been accustomed in the last two or three years. 

# 

There is a great deal of reference in the budget about the war. It has 
been said that we are living in very unusual times, we are living in 
very uncertain times and we may soon expect the slump which is almost 
invariably a consequence of the war. I would here remind hirn of the 
fact that even though it be true that war is always followed by slump,, 
or at least had been so followed in the past, this does not in any way take 
away from the validity of the fact that at the moment there is no 
suggestion of a slump in Bengal. On the contrary, the general in- 
dustrial and economic life of the country has been quickened in a way 
which it has not been the good fortune of any other Finance Minister 
to meet in the course of the last few years. The Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister is keenly aware of the fact that the prosperity which Provincial 
Autonomy seemed to usher in Bengal about three years ago is likely 
to detdine and that we have almost passed the good days, financially 
speaking, of Provinc/ial Autonomy. But, I think, Sir, here he is 
doing less than juslice to himself, for he has anyhow been privileged ^ 
to frame his Budget at a time when the econoniic position of Bengal 
on account of this war is in a much better, much happier y)Osition 
than it would hav<‘ otherwise been. I can agree with him that but for 
the w^ar the present financial position of Bengal might have been weaker. 
On account of the war, the position has been improved and to argue 
that jmst because there may be a slump at the end of the war, nobody 
knows how long the war will go on (it may last for 3 years, 5 years 
or 10 years), there is no reason why on account of a future slump which 
might follow, we must to-day curtail our ex})enditure on su!bjects which 
are of urgent necessity in the nation-building departments of the 
province. I may be permitted in this connection to say that our 
Finance Ministers seem placed between the horns of a dilemma, are 

very often told that the present condition is very bad, and therefore, 
there can be no budgetary provision for any increase in the expenditure 
on the nation-lbuilding of this province. The Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister has to-day supplied us with the other hormof the dilemma. 
To-day we are prosperous no doubt, but whenever there is prosperity, 
days of adversity will follow in the inevitable revolution of the wheel 
of future. Because this adversity will follow, therefore we need not 
indulge in the expenditure in the nation-lbuilding departments though 
we have a prosperity budget now. Because to-day we are prosperous, 
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adversity Mfey follow to-morrow, and we should not incur expenditure 
for nation-building departments ! To-day we are not in a slump, there- 
fore funds are available, but we cannot yet budget for nation-ibuilding 
expenditure. I think the only conclusion which can be legitimately 
drawn from tjiis dilemma is that there can never be any adequate 
expenditure for ‘nation-building departments. I submit that this 
dilemma is just as fair or just as unfair as anotlier dilemma which we 
might put to the Finance Minister. We may follow his own argument 
and say, doubt we are to-day suffering from adversity on account 
of a revolution in the wheel of fortune of our country, but we shall have 
days of prosperity in future therefore we can budget for increased 
expenditure in anticipation of future prosperity.’’ If anticipation of 
future adversity prevents us fiom undertaking expenditure which is 
necessary for nation-building to-day, I do not see any reason, why 
a'nticipation of future prosperity will not enable us to make provision 
for increased expenditure. 

This, Sir, I admit is only a debating point. The fact remains that 
to-day the position of Bengal, may the position of India as a whole, is 
particularly strong and the war is one of the factors which is responsible 
for this increased strength in the finantdal position of the country. 
India is primarily an agricultural country; it is primarily a country 
which is producing raw materials for the rest of the world. It is in- 
evitalble that these raw materials will be in demand by all the nations 
of the world which can get access here. If we are to believe the 
contention of the British that they have been alble to make secure the 
lines of their communication, tliat there are no difficulties so far as 
transi)ort of commodities are concerned, then there is no reason to 
suppose why the agricultural cnmmodilies, why the raw materials of 
India, and j)articularly of Bengal, shall not be transferred to those 
countries where there is demand for them. • 

Again, Sir, there is another side of ihe picture. There is moreover 
the contention that most of Ihe industrially advanced countries of the 
world have to-day diverted their resources to the production of 
armaments, to the production of elements which are used for the 
destructive purposes of the war, with the result that many of the com- 
modities which we need cannot be supplied by those countries. Even 
if all 4he communications are guaranteed, even if all the ships are 
available, even then many of the commodities to which we have become 
accustomed, many of those articles that have become necessities cannot 
be supplied by foreign countries. Consequently it is inevitaible that th^ 
supply will naturally be stimulated in Indian markets. Therefore, Sir, 
in the very near future, we can look forward to the growth of new 
industries in India, we can look forward to a very large-scale indus- 
trialisation of India as a whole and Bengal in particular. Here also 
there is, I think, room for optimism. This war has not in any way 
affected adversely the economic life of the province; the agriculturist 
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Jb npw well-off, prioe of jute lia,g gone^jip and' prices of all rair materials 
hare gone up. Excess profit ^dutie#^ ar6 looming large on the horizon. 
Speaking from the point of view of finance, from the poinf of view of 
industry and iftOmtlBierce, the position of Bengal to-day is extremely 
happy. i-The market for raw materials is assured. The demand for 
finished product is there and this demand is not being met iby the 
countries which formerly met them and therefore industries should 
develop here. With such a prospect, such a future before him I think 
the Finance Minister might have been a little more daring. I expected 
him to show a little more daring, because even his worst enemies will 
not say that he suffers from lack of dash. If he has shown this daring 
in other sphere, why in this particular sphere of activities also some 
amount of daring should not be in evidence? 

Coming then 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. You will continue your speech 
to-morrow. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on Thursday, the 22nd 
February, 1940. 
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The folidwing membera were abeent from the nj^etmg held on^Ue^ 
21st Febriiary , 1940 : — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. Nut Ahmed. 

(3) Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerjee. 

(4) Mr.^Humayun Reza Chowdhury. 

(5) Mr. Narendra Chandra Datta. 

(6) Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

<7) ^han Bahadur Syed Muhammad Ghaziul Huq. 

(8) Maulana Muhammad Akram Khan. 

(9) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

(10) Mr. H. G. G. Mackay. 

(11) Mr. E. C. Ormond. 

(12) Mr. H. P. Poddar. 


B. Press— 1939-40-1321 3A--750. 




THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES. 


• Thk (V)jLLN(aL in(‘1 in the J/ef^islafive Cliainhev of the [ie^isliitive 
Buildings, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 22nd Ktduuai v. 11)40, at 2-15 p.m. 
being the third day of the First Session, pursuant to section 02 (2) (n) 
of the Government of India Act, 19‘>5. 

Mr. President (t]ii‘ TToiride Mr. Satykndka Chandra Mitra) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Allotment of seats for the Bengal Legislative Assembly. 

15. Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN (on 
behalf of Mr. Nur Ahmed); (a) Will the HonTde Minister in ediarge 
of the Floine Dt^partuuMit. he ])leased to state if the pres(‘nt allotment of 
seats for the Henga! L(‘gis1ative Assembly shall be altered or modihiMl 
on the basis of the rugg(‘stions embodied in the Bengal Reforms (hnn- 
inissioner’s report as ineorporatiMl in the report of the Reforms' Oftiee, 
Bengal, 1982-.‘1T? 

(h) Has the attention of the HoiCble Minister been drawn lo the 
various reeonimefidations and suggestions made in that report!^ If so, 
what are the main recommendations and suggestions and how far does 
he intend to give etVeet to them? 

(c) Is it a fact that <he Reforms Commissioner lias shown in this 
report that the disti'ct of (^littagmig .should have one more' Moslem 
seat on the basis of fhe number of Moslem voters? If so, has the 
Government decided or intends to allot one more Moslem seat to 
Chittagong? If mjt, why not? 

{d) Is it a fact I hat a case was made out for imdusion of (^4iittagong 
in the Moslem Women's (hmstitueiu'.y of the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly? If so, does the Government intend to include (Chittagong 
in tBe Moslem Womeirs Oinstitiieney of the Bengal LegialatiTe 
Assembly? If not, why not? 

(e) Does the Government intend to create a special Moslem seat^n 
the Bengal Legislative Assembly for the representation of women in 
the urban areas of Chittagong, Dac^ea and Rajshahi Divisions? If not, 
why not? 

The^Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY ion behalf tha 
llM*ble Khwaja Sir Naziimiddin) : (a) N.o. 

e* 
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(h) Yert. A fiiimiiiary of recommeudatious is given on pages 256-260 
of the Report. These have been considered hy Government and neces- 
sary action has been or is l)eing taken. 

(r) Yes. No. The power to do sii does noi rest with (Government. 

(d) and (e) The suggestions to include (Chittagong in the Muham- 
madan Women’s (Constituency of the Bengal 1 legislative Assembly and 
to create a Muhamrriadun Women’s Constituency comprising the Dacca^, 
Chittagong and Rajsljahi Divisions were duly considered and rejected 
by the Provim ial Advisory Committee on the delimitation of consti- 
tuencies. These were also brought to (he notice of the Indian 
Delimitalion (Jommittee. The delimitation of constituencies has been 
finally ])rovided f(»r in the Fourth Schedule to the Government of India 
(Provimial Jjegislative Assemblies) Order, 1936, on the basis of the 
re(*(unmendatic)us of the Indian Delimitation Committee. No alteration 
in this Schedule can be made bj^ the Provincial Government and it is 
ilol proposed lo reopen the ({uestion 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: With refeience to 
reply (c), will the Hon ’hie Minister he ph‘ased io state will) whom 
the f>owev I'ests? 

The Hon'blo Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: It rests with 
His Majesty’s (iovernnient. 

Indirect election to the Bengal Legislative Council. 

16 . Rai Bahadur SURENDRA NARAYAN SINHA: (ff) Will the 
Iloii’hle Minister in charge of the? Home Department he pleased to state 
what procedure will Ire followed in tin* indirec t (‘lection of the memheis 
of the Bengal I iegislativt- (Coiineil hy th(‘ meiiilrers of the Bengal 
L+‘gi8la1ive Ass(‘jul)l\ lo fill up the vac.auci(*s that will oiMnir in April, 
1940, as e()iitempla1<‘d under s<‘eti(m 61 (.‘j) of tlio Government of India 
Act. 1935? 

(h) Will tli(’ tleetioii he IreattMl as a hy-eleetioii to fill u]) the casual 
vacancies (»r as a g<*neral election? 

(/?) Will (lie Bengal Legislative Asvsembly as a wbolt* vote for ali 
the members to he so elected or whether only the memhers of the 
general eommunity wull he entitled to vote for filling up vacancies in 
resi]^(4 of the seats hitherto filled up hy memliers of the general com- 
munity while memhers of tlie three other communities will vote for 
seats which had l>een filled by members of their respective communities? 

(d) Out of the nine Coum*il seats which will fall va(‘,ant, liow m%ny 
will belong to the general (Hindu) (Community, how many to the 
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Muslim coiiHinmity, and how many to the European community? Is* 
it proposed to alter the present distribution of these seats as between 
the different communities? 

(e) Will any member of the Assembly who wants to stand for the 
coming election to the Upper ITonse, have to resign his seat first to be 
qualified as a eandidate? 

(f) Will the voting be in ae<*ordanee with the system of proportional 
representation by the means of single transferable \ote? Will each 
M.L.A. be thus entitled to exercise nine votes in order of preference? 

(//) What is the present strength of the Asiseinbly? 

(h) What will be the “(juota’' tor election? 

t 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: T he hon’ble membei is 
•eferred to 

(a) Parts V] and VIII ot the Bengal legislative (’onncil Fdectoral 
(Conduct of Elections’) Pules, P)8fi, 

(h) Notification No. 214A.P.. da1»‘d the Ifith Eebrnary, 1940, juih- 
lished in the Calcutta (hzette E.rtrataulinary of the same date. 

(c) Pule 85 {2) of the Bengal la'gislative Coumdl Electoral (Conduct 
of Elections) Rules, lOdfi. and notification No. 215A.P., dated the 
JOth February, 1940, ])ublished in the (^alrutUi Gazette E^rtraardwary 
of the same date. 

(d) Notification No. 674A.P. — 1)., dated the 24th ^lay. 1987 (pages 
254-255 of the Bengal Legislature Manual, Volume IT) — it is not pro- 
posed to alter the ])iesent distribution of seats as between the different 
communities. 

{e) Paragrapli 10 Ch of Bart I o1 the (lovtonmcnT ot india (Provin- 
cial Tjcgislative Councils) Order, 1980 [page 87 of the Bengal Tiegis- 
lature Manual, Volume I, Pari FI [. and rule 8 (1) of the Bengal 
legislative Assemhly and the Bengal T/egislative Council (Prohihition 
of Simultaneous Afemhership) Rules, 1980 [pages 281-282 of the Bengal 
Tegislatuie Manual, Volume IT], 

C/) Paragraph 14 (r) of the Fifth Schedule t<j the (Tovernment of 
of India Act, 1985, and rule 74(7) of the Bengal Legislative Council 
Electoral (Conduct of Elect i«>ns) Rules, 1980. 

(g) Table ot seats of Provincdal l^egislative Assemblies appendei^lo 
the Fifth Schedule to the Oovernment of India Act, 1985. and st^ement 
at pages 4-9 of the Bengal Civil lust corrected up to the 1st January, 

1940 . 

, (k) Rule 78 {3) of the Bengal legislative Council Electoral (Conduct 

of Elections) Rules, 1980. 
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Mfm HUMAYUN KABIR: With refereiK^t^ to answer will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how he proposes to maintain the 
present distribution of seats in this indirect election P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There is no^ reservation 

for any community as far as indirect election is concerned. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Exactly so, Sir. But are we to under- 
stand that the answer ^iven here is wron^ or at least inaccurate? 

The Hen’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: We do not propose to alter 
any pres(Mit arran^^einent . Whatev(‘r tlie ])resenl arrangement is, it 
will remain there. 


Gumti embankment. 

17. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the (’oiiimnnications and Works Department be pleased to 
st a te^ whether steps are being taken to deal with the (juestion of (lumti 
embankment in tbe district of Tipj)era and tbe floods in relation to the 
embankment? 

(h) Did the latest sclnune of the experts recommend the (creation of 
two or tbr(‘e escajHs in the embankment, and is it a fact that estimates 
with plans for exccuiicm of the scheinos were adually drawn by the 
(jovernment experts ? 

(r) If the aiiswci to clause (6) is in the aflirniative, was a Conference 
culled h) pnmounce ojnnioii upon the scheim* relating to the escapes 
with the result that the mattor remains where it was several years 
back ? 

(d) Will the llon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state what definite 
action has actually been taken up till now by the Goveruiiieut and how 
it proi)oses to deal with tlit‘ embankment and within what period of 
tiine the (piestion of this emhankment will l)e finally dealt with? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srisohandra Nandy, of Coesim- 
bazar): (a) Yes. 

^ (h) A scheme for constructing t\\o escapes on the G^umti embankment 
was drawn up and plans and estimates prepared by our technical 
advisers who were not prepared, however, to recommend that it should 
he taken up. 

(c) and (d) 1 have itonvened two conferences, one of which attended 
by members of the liegislature representing the area concerned, wac 
held on tlie 20\h December, 19J19, to consider the policy which should 
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be followed wii4i regard to the (iiiniti embankment. The hon’ble mem- 
ber who has asked this question was present at the second conference, 
and may remember thaf it was generally agreed that tlie ideal solution 
would be to abaiidon the embankment retaining sufficient length for 
the protection * 0 ! the town of Comilla. It was considered however that 
in the first instance tlicre should be a survey of tlie area with the object 
of ascertaining the extent of any damage whicli might occur and the 
possibility of })rcvcntiug or minimising loss by the introduction of 
alternative «^ops 01 otherwise. It was also agreed that pending the 
final decision, the itOn-(tovcrinnent portion of the embankment should 
be maintained in its })rcsent condition., breaches being repaired as they 
occur but no effoii being made to raise the height of the embankment. 

I ha¥e accoidingly ordered the prepaidiou of an estimate of the cost 
of making a survey ot the area likely to he affected if and when the 
embankments are abandoned. An estimate of the cost of maintaining 
the non-Govenimeiit portion in its present condition is being made and 
the method of financing tliis work is under consideration. (In (!om- 
pletion of the proposed survey, the (luestion of abandonment will be 
finally decided. 

Mfa LALIT CHANDRA DAS: W^ill the llon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state vvlicther an estimate ot the cost of making a survey of 
the area likely to he affected has adimlly Ixeen drawn up in tlie mean- 
time 

• 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISGHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Sir, 1 do not think the estimates have been drawn u]), hul they are 
under ])re]>aration. 

• 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I ask the Ilon’hlc Minister 
to give us the probable time within which it is likely that this estimate 
will be drawn up? 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Dossimbazar: 

Sir, J have every hope that the actual work will he taken in hand 
within^the next three or four months. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Before we proceed further, Sir, may 1 
submit that some questions are still unanswered from the last session 
and to draw youi-.kind attention to it? ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: So far as I remember, there is only one 
question relating to the Educ-ation Department that still re/maine 
unanswered. We have received a representation from that department 
saying that it will shortly be sent. 
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Mr. HOMAYUN KABIR: There are some relating fo the Co-opera- 
tive Department also. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think none. 

Motion for Atfjoummont. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The Chair has received JWitice of an adjoiirn- 
iiient motion fi’oin Mr. Jiulii (^handra Das. It rims as follows: — 

“That ill is Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite 
mailer of urgent ]niblic importance, namely, the situation wtic.b has 
been created by tlie rTOV(*rnment s order Xo. 1052^. — Home Depart- 
ment, Political (Press), dated (Vilcutta, the 17th February, 1940, issued 
under clause {ft), sub-clause (/) of Pule 41 of tbc Dfd’enee of India Rules 
and served by the (Government of Hen^^al on VV’^ednesday <» veiling, l.e., 
on th(» 21st February, 1040, on the Fdiior of the ‘llindusthan Standard’ 
[wohibiting publication of any lea<ling articles intended for publication 
ib that pa|)er liefore thost' were^ submitted for scrutiny b\ the Special 
Press Adviser in (’abiitta.’' 

Has any member any obje<*tion to tlie diseussion of this adjourn- 
ment motion ? 

I 

The Heit’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, 1 objef t to this on 
the ground that the ordt'r affects only one [lapcr. Tt is in pursuance 
of certain kiws which are in force in this province. 1 submit, Sir, tliat 
action against on<‘ individual or ncwspa])cr cannot be regarded as 
creating a “situation” in tlie province as a whole. What I mean to 
say is that actually the law is there wliich ]M*ovidcs for action of this 
kinil and action has been taken accorfling to that law. 1 submit, Sir, 
that if a certain penal clause is there iu an Act and if that penal clause 
is ajiplied to a ])articular person, 1 do not see. Sir, how that can be 
const !ued as creating a “situation” entitling a discussion in the I^egis- 
latiiri*. If it is at all to he discusseil, it can A’ery wtd! be done Tvben 
the Hndgf't grants <‘ome in. Hut to suspend the normal business of 
the House at a time when the lludget discussion is to take place is, to 
my iniml, not, fair. If the department had issued a large number of 
\:>rders affefdiiig the freedom of <)]Muiou in the case of a large number of 
newspa]>ers. tlieii I would accept that as aii instance wliich might be 
regarded as resti'ii t ing the freedom of a large number of newspapers, 
and therefore that might be a ground for the ])olicy of Government 
, to be ipiestioned. But in this particular instaiue. Sir, certain action 
has been taken against a single paper according to the law's of the land 
— ^and I submit, Sir, for your consideration that it does not come under 
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the rules of tlie *Benjral r-ej-islative Council Procedure which would 
entitle the member to have this motion moved and thereby to suspend 
the normal business of the l.egislative Oonneil. 


Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Mr. President, Sir, 1 want to say 
something* in reply to what the Uon'hle Home Minister has just now 
said. Sir, 1 do not deny that Government has taken action under 
certain ]u*ovisions of a Law which is now in force, hut what I do object 
to is that it has lesulted in <listurbing the functioning of tlie Pi'ess in 
its normal (tourse. I^Iy motion refers to the “situation” tliat has betm 
created by this order on the “Hindusthau Standard”. It may be tliat 
to-da> it is the “Hindusthau Standard” that has been proceeded 
against, but to-morrow the “Amritai Jlazar Palrika” and the day after 
the “Advance” may fall an easy pn^y to such orders. And this adjourn- 
ment motion is brought forward to cher*k such onhu's of seizing one 
paper after another. Such an action as this is onl\ a part of the ixdicy 
of repression which has been ado]>ted h\ (io\ ernmmit . It is high time 
that the ])nblic takes notice of it and resMitment is expressed in this 
House against simh a ixilicy. Sir, I .submit the order is only the 
beginning of a seric'S of i’e[M*e.ssive measure.s against the Press. As you 
know, the Press is already working under heavy odds and this is another 
attempt, Sir, by the (iovernment to stifle the l*ress, which is the mouth- 
piece of public ojunion. So, 1 submit in all seriousness that such an 
order has actually created a ]winicky situation which ro<piires imme<liate 
discussion. 1 cannot understand why the Hon’hle the Home Minister 
should Im? afraid of a discussion of a (|uestion like this in this House. 
Gagging the Press is not a trifling matter. As J saiil lK*fore, this is 
only the beginning of a .series of re]Messive ads. Th<‘ !iext da\ they 
would fall upon another set of new^spa|KM*s and in this way the situation 
would he(!ome complicated and worse. It is liigh time that the mischief 
should he ni])])ed in the bud. 

The Hon’hie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am glad the honour- 
able member has accepted my contention that mere passing of the 
order against an individual newspaper does not entitle him to move 
an adjourn men t motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: I have never said that. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: But he apprehends tlur^ 
similar action may he taken in future and so he wants to raise a discus- 
sion on the policy of (iovernment. Therefore, Sir, if on a future date 
he submits a motion for <*onsi deration regarding the rejiressive policy 
of Government, that is a (piestion on w^hich you will liave to agaia.% 
exercise your discretion whether the motion is admissible or not. As 
far as my (!ontention is concerned, it has been left unansw^ered. The 



74 


ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 


[2^nd FitB., 


honourable member has cited an instance which shows tlifti he questions 
the general policy of Goveriunent and not its application in an indi- 
vidual case. The honourable iiieniher should have confined himself to 
the individual action whicli has been the cause of this trouble, and as 
far as that is concerned, lie has admitted that there is u(? justification. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I appreciate the argument advanced by the 
Hon’ble Home Minister. It is true that in nile 41 of the Defence of 
India Rules, it is definitely provided tlnil “if iii the oinnion of the 
Provincial (TOv<unment it is ne<*essarv or ^*x])edieni for the enforcement 
of these Rules, the l^rovincial (lovernment may, h.\ order addressed to a 
printer, ]mhlisher, or editor, or to printers, ]>uhlishers and erlitors 
generally, i*e(|uire that all matter as contemplate<] in this ord#r shall 
be submitted for scrutiny.’' So, the order complainerl of is fully withiir 
the bounds of law now in forc(‘; that is not disjuittsl. Put I shall have 
to consider the matter from the standpoint of the narrow technique of 
our rules. 


Rule 117 of the Bengal Legislative (\)uncil Procedure Rules says, 
‘‘A motion for an adjoiirnment of the business x)f the Uouncil for the 
purixrse of discussing a definite matter of urgent public importance.” 
At this stage, 1 have got to a])j)ly m\ mind to tlie ])oint as to 
whether it is a definite matter of urgent public importance. That it is a 
matter of public im|M)r*tance, there is no doubt. The matter is also 
definite, because then' has bec'u a specific crunjdaini against a particular* 
order of the Government. If the honourable members had other 
oppoT’t unities in this House to discuss this matter, then h\ a|r<i>lyirig* the 
Rule of Antici])atiou, a motion like this might he barred. It is for the 
House to ih'cidp whether h*uve should 1 m' granted. If fhe motion is 
supported by Id memliers, then only this motion can 1 k' discussed and 
so far as the merits of the motion is concerned, it will be absolutely 
for the House to decide whether Government was justified or not in 
j>assing the order complained of. Now, 1 am on the very narrow point 
of deciding whether it is a definite matter o^' urgent public im])ortance. 

I hold that it is so and therefore the motion is in order. As the motion 
has be(m objected to, the honourable members who support this motion 
will kindly rise in their places. 

As less than Id members have stood up, 1 have to inform the 
honourable member that be has not the leave of the Oouncil to move his 
ibotion. 


The Hoffble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May I give 
notice of a motion with your permission P 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 
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• 

The HoiHblo Sir biJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 have the 
iioiioiir to notice* thut in llic (‘urrent scfisinii oi IIm* 
lative Council •! shalJ move; on n date to l>c fixed lafer on, that the 
Benj^al Tenancy (Tlnvd) Amend ineni Bill, 10d9, as jiassed hv the 
Beno-al Ije^islati’se Assenihly, be taken into consideration and jmssed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The 11 ouse will now resume further eousidera- 
lioij of the Bm^et Estimates for 1940-41. 


General Discussien on Budget. 

Mr. HU.MAYUN KABIR: 1 was ph iciii^- before the House yesterday 
coinjideratious whii h to a certain <‘\tent t>*o against the fore(‘ast made 
by the Hon’ble Finance Minister witli re^anl to the financial position 
of the province. 1 regret very much that the Hon’ble finance Minister 
is not present here to-day, and 1 think, '>ii. since this House has lUoi 
opjH>rtunity of discussing the grants in the Budget item l)y item, it is 
of very little use for us to discuss the Budget if the Finan(‘e Minister 
is not here. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. What have the (lovernment got 
to say in this matter? 

• 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; We shall take 
down notes of the iKiints that may he raised hy the honourable member. 
The Finance Minister is nnavoidaldy delayed. He will be here soon. 

. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: May we then postpone the discussion 
till the Finance Minister, to whom the remarks will lie directed, is here? 
Let the JToiise be adjourned. 


Mr. PRESIDENT; Has he stated any reason why he is absent? 
Wlien is he expected to come? 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, you have on many occ^asions stated 
on the floor of the House that if any Hon ’hie Minister be not able to 
attend, he should inform you beforehand. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There is no doubt that this ordinary courtesy 
should be sl^own to this House when, the Budget is being discussed. 
The Hon’ble Finance Minister is absent, hut there may be some good 
reasons fqr his absence which we do not know. 
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Th6 Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: He has not been 
in liealth, ot' late, and that is, 1 presume, one of the reasons why 
he is late in coming* here. I am here to take down notes on the points 
raised on behalf of the Finance Minister. 1 will pass them on to my 
colleague and, I am sure, he will reph teethe points raised. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Had it been an isolated instance 
in which the House has been treated with such scant courtesy, we would 
not have taken a strong view of the matter. It is only a re])etitiou of 
old instances. So, on behalf of the House, [ can say that we enter- 
tain a very, very strong feeling in this respect. Even as regards the 
presentation of the liudgei (though personally I was not present) the 
Hon^ble Finance Ministers statement was not as comprehensive as it 
ought to have been. 

The Han’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: As an experi- 
enced lawyer, yn\ know very well that even in the courts of law when 
a lawyer wants an adjournment of a case on ])eisonal grounds, it is 
always the jtractice to grant it. My submission is this, that the Hou’ble 
Finance Minister is not in good health. That is probably one of the 
reasons why he is rather late in arriving here. \ am pre]>ared to take 
down notes on his belialf and see that full consideration is given to any 
points that may l>e raised by my friends opposite. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Sir Bijoy Prasad well knows 
that this House can only discuss the Blulget generally and it cannot 
go int(» <lic details of tlie budget. So, the presence^4)f the Finance 
Minister is ahsolutely necessary, in ilie opinion of tlie Diair. (Hear! 
hear!) Of course, I cannot force him to attend. I have already said 
that it is common courtesy to iufonn the Chair the reason why on 
such aQ occasion the Hon ’hie Finance Minister himself is absent. If 
th®' House is of that opinion, then I shall have to adjourn the House. 
(Cries of “Y(‘s, Sir; adjourn the House^’.) 

I shall consult the o])iTiion of the House on this point. 

Mr. H. C. A. HUNTER: Mr. President, Sir, 1 think the House 
should be adjourned. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Haja Bahadur of Na8bi]»vir!'' 

Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadurp of Nashipur: 

1 also associate myself with what Mr. Hunter has said. ^As a matter 
of fact, the presence id‘ the Finance Miliister is necessary. The work 
of taking down notes can best be done by stenographers. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Kliaii Bahadur M. Alulul Karim? 

Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM : I ttui also of the sauie opiuiou. 
(Cries of ‘‘Hear! hear!”') 

I 


Adjournment. 

The CoundA then adjourned till 2-15 p.ni. on Friday, the 2^rd 
February, 1940. 



MEMBERS ABSENT. 


[21>nd Feb,, 1940.] 


Members absent: 

The following inemberK absent from the meetmg held on the 

22lnd February, 1940: — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Na/iruddin Alimsd. 

(2) Mr. Nur Ahmed. ^ 

(d) Riii Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerjee. 

(4) Rai Bahadur Maninatha Nath Bose. 

(5) Mr. Ilumayuii Heza ('howdhury. 

(0) Mr. Narendra Chandra Daita.' 

(7) Khan Baliadur S. Fazal Ellahi.'* 

(8) Mr. Kanai Lai Coswami. 

(9) Mr. M(d»aine<l 1 1 ossa in. 

(10) Khan Bahadur Syed Chaziul lluti. 

(11) Maulana Muhannnad Akrain Khan. 

(12) Mr. W. B. (L Laidlaw. 

(Id) Mr. II. (i. (}. Mackay. 

(14) Mr. Nar(‘sh Nath Mookerjee. 

(15) Mr. J. B. It(»ss. 

(10) Mr. W. F. Scott-Kerr. 


B. G. PrM»-1939-40-13419A-l^75Q. ^ 





Tlffi BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES. 

The (JopNCiL met in the Legislathe Chamber of the Legislative 
Buili^ngs/ Calcutta/ on Friday, the 2drd February, 1940, at 2-15 p.m. 
being the fourth day Of the* First Session, ptirSliant to section 62(2) (a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

'Mr; President (tile Hon'ble Mr. Satyendka Chanduv Mitka) was 
in the Chair, 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

4 - 

Settlement training for Bengal Civil Service Offlodrs. 

18. Itai 8URENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur (on behalf of 
Khan Bahadur Salyed ll^aziamuddin Hosain): Will the Iloifble 
Minister ii;;^ charge oL the Peveniie Department kipdly state^ — 

(ft) how many members of the Jiengal Civil Service (Senior or 
Junior) were given SeChunent training during each of the 
last 10 yeais; liow many of them were Hindus and how 
many Muslims ; and 

(/») how many members of the Bengal (Hvil Service (Senior or 
•Junior) wei)g ^mjdoyed in the Settlement l)e])artment during 
each of the la^ 10 years; how many of them were Muslims? 

* MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
HOfl^leSir BiJoy Prasad Bingh Roy): A stalement is laid on the table. 

Statement referred to in the reply to question No. 18. 


{a) Number of members of the Bengal Oivil Service (Executive) an^t 
the Bengal Junior Civil Service who were given settlement train^g 

during each pf the last 10 years. 

^ . 


Year. 

— 

diBtig^'<Hvil Service (Executive). 

1 Bengal Ji^micr Civil Service. 

Muslims. 

Hindus. 

Total. 

Muslims. 

Hiiiflus. 

Total. 

1930-31 

4 

6 

10 

8 

7 

16 

1931-32 ^ . . 

4 

5 

9 

11 

16 

26 

1932-33 * . . 

4 

3 

7 

4 

6 

10 

1933-34 

4 


6 

1 


4* 

1934-35 






1 

1936-36 




i 


i 

1936-37 



. . 

' ft 

i 

8 

1937-38 

3 

3 ^ 

6 

5 


10(a;) 

1938-39 

5 

1 

^ 12 

12 

14 

26(a:) 

1939-40 

• 

4 

3* . 

7 ^ 

16 

20 



{x) This excludes one officer of the Anglo.Jnf^i community. 


7 
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(6) Number of members of the Bengal Civil Service (Executive) and 
the Bengal Junior Civil Service who were emI)loyed in the Settle- 
ment Department during each of the last 10 years. • 


Year. 

BengcJ Civil Service (Executive). 

Bengal Juni 9 r Civil Service. 

Muslima. 

Hindus. 

Total. 

Muslims. 

Hindus. 

Total. 

1930-31 

3 

9 

12 

13 

39» 

62 

1931-32 


4 

4 

6 

29 

34 

1932-33 


6 

6 

6 

26 

^ 32 

1933-34 


4 

4 

6 

22 

28 

i 

1934-36 

1 

8 

9 

6 

24 

30 * 

1936-36 

1 

7 

8 

8 

* 

34 

1936-37 

J 

7 

8 

5 

23 


1937-38 


6 

6 

6 

21 

27 

1938-39 


3 

3 

5 

15 

20 

1939-40 

-4 ^ 

•• 

2 

2 

6 

10 

16 


Permanent vacancy caused in the districts of Nadia and Murshidabad 
« in the posts of clerks. 


IB. Mr. KADER BAKBH (on behalf of Khan Bahadur Ataur 
Rahman): Will the Hon’ble Minisler in charge of the Judicial Depart- 
ment be pleased to state — 

(a) how many posts of permanent clerks fell vacant in the districts 
of Murshidabad and Nadia in the year 1939-40; 

(h) how many of them have been filled up by Muslims and how 
many by Hindus; and 

(o) what is the total number of upper division clerfes and how many 
of them are Muslims? 

MINISTER in charge of the JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Nawab Mueharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur): (a) Four posts 
fell vacant in each district but owing to the number of i)Q|ts being 
already in excess of the sanctioned cadre in Nadia, two ^sts were left 
Vacant and two filled up temporarily. 

(6) In Nadia, one was filled up by a Muslim and one by a Hindu , 
while in Murshidabad two by Muslims and the other two by Hindus, 
one of Tjrhom belonged to Scheduled Castes. 

(c) Sixteen in each district, of whom ^ere are two Muslims; in 
Mnrshidabad and four in Nadia. 
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Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: May I rise on a point of 
privilege? A certain matter arising out of some comments which had 
appeared in th^ ''Azad’’ was referred to the Privilege Committee during 
the ]ast session. This matter has been hanging fire for the last four or 
five months and we have not been able to come to any decision up till 
now. Considering that some of the members of the Privilege Com- 
mittee are, at any rate the Chairman himself of the Privilege Com- 
mittee is, due to retire within two or three months, may I move a 
motion that a meeting of the Privilege Committee be convened wnthin 
three days to finally consider the j>ending matter of the “Aza^’’ and 
the “Hindusthan Standard’’ and to submit their rejKirt within 7 days 
to the rfouse 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Motion moved : that at a meeting of the Privilege 
Committee be convened within three days to finally consider the i)end- 
ing matter of the “Azad” and the “ITindusthan Standard’' and to 
submit their report within 7 days to the Ilouse. 

The Hon’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a |x)int of oirder, 
Sir. Is this motion in order in view of the fact that the matter ts 
already in the hands of the Privilege Committee? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If the Privilege Committee do not meet at all, 
^heii certainly the House has the right to ask the (Committee to dispose 
of the matter referred to it. It is for the House to decide whether it 
would do so or not. The House has every right to give a direction that 

a meeting of the Committee should he held within a definite time. 

• 

The Hon’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: In that case, would not 
notice he required of this motion? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: 'No notice is necessary as regards a motion of 
Privilege. 

Mr.tLALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I rise in support of this 
motion ? 

Sir, this motion concerns the rights and privileges of the House and 
it is almost coming to the point of scandal that the Privilege Com-^ 
mittee meeting couhl not he called and the members of it could not meet 
even in the course of the last six months. This matter is pending for 
a long time. Once there was a report on this matter and on an objec- 
tion taken by certain members of the House the matter was referred 
‘ back to the Privilege Comjiittee for re-con sideratiOn. Now that re-con- 
sideration is overdue. If the Chairman of the ^ Privilege Committee 
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cannot make time to convene a meeting thereof, it is ‘high time that 
he should make room for others or if he does not do anything of that 
sort, the House should give direction that the Committee should meet. 
The matter should not be kept hanging, beca’’“^ ’+ '•oncerns the rights 
and privileges of the House. 

Mfi KADER BAK8H: I think the time mentioned in the motion is 
too short. I, therefore, suggest an amendment tliat instead of three 
days, the time l>e. extended to seven days. I tliink tlfht would he 
convenient for giving notice and holding a meeting. 

T formally move that instead of “three”, the word “seven” be 
substituted and in place of the word “seven”, the word ‘'t^^elve” be 
substituted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: T understand that no-tices have been issued for 
holding tile Committee meeting on the 2f)th instant. In that case, is 
it ne<;essaiy to move this motion:' 

Begum HAMIDA MOMIN: "We have not receiv(*d any information 
about this meeting. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I understand from the office that notices have 
already been desjiatched. They wdll reach the honourable members in 
course of the day. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: In that case, Sir, I would not 
press my motion provided the agenda of business for the meeting 
imdudes consideration of the reports on the “Azad” and the 
“Ilindusthan Standard”. 

Begum HAMIDA MOMIN: On a point of information, Sir. Dur- 
ing the last session after a resolution was passed here about the 
Privilege Committee meeting, there was a notice issued from the office 
saying that a meeting* would be held and that you yourself would be 
present at that meeting. T would like to know if you will be i>i*esent 
at the meeting to be held on the 26th instant. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: T intimated that if it was the desire of the 
\kunmittee that 1 should be present, I would attencl so that the matter 
might he amicably settled. Unless T am specially asked by the Com- 
mittee, I shall not be present. 


Begum HAMIDA MOMIN: How shall it be intimated to you? 
Should it he through the office, or directly? 
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Mr. PRESiDINT: The Committee has the right to desire the pre- 
sence of anybody. 1 personallj’ informed the Chuirman that I would 
be present in the Committee meeting if only an amicable settlement 
was possible. Of course, it is for the Committee to finally settle the 
matter. If they can settle the matter amongst themselves without 
my advice, that would be more desirable. 

Bogum H AMI DA MOM IN: It would be better, Sir, if you be 
present. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Pal Choudhury, do you still press your 
motion ? 


Mr.^RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: If there is an agenda to that 
effect, I would not press it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 undersiand from the office that notices have 
been issued for a meeting of the Privilege Committee being held on the 
2fith instuiii and ihai llie agcmda includes coiisidinution of the 

Fifth and Sixth reports which relate both to the ‘‘Azad” and 
^^‘Hindusthan Standard’’. 

Mr, RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: In that case, T would not press 
my motion, 

, Mr, PRESIDENT: Is il the pleasure of the House that the motion 
should be withdrawn ? 

The motion was then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

NON-OFFICIAL BILLS 

The Bengal Patni Taluks Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 1938, as 
reported by the Select Committee. 

Khan Bahadur REZZAQUL HAIDER CHOWDHURY: I beg to 

move that the Bengal Patni Taluks llegulation Bill, as reported by the 
Select Committee, be taken into consuleration. 

Sir, the present Patni Taluks Regulation, VIII of 1819, was 
enacted 

Dr, RADHA K;UMUD MOOKERJI: On a point of order, Sir. I 
firiid fj’om the report circulated that the Select Committee has changed 
the origiiial Bill beyond recognition and there is not a single line of 
the original Bill which has been endorsed by the Select Committee. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The Select Committee has the right to change 
every word of it. What is your objection? What is the point of 
order about? 

• 

Dr, RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: The Select Committee must 
move within the limits settled in the original draft of the Bill, but now 
from the report of the Select Committee we find that the report has 
taken the utmost possible liberty witli the original draft of the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Select Committee is not to go against the 
principle underlying the Bill to which the House commits itself and 
the Chairman of the Select Commitiee, I think it was Sir Bijoy 
Prasad Singh Roy, (certainly would not have allowed alterations which 
were against Ihe principle of the Bill. I, therefore, hold thfet it is 
in order. • 

Khan Bahadur REZZAQUL HAIDER CHOWDHURY: The pre- 

sent Patni Taluks Regulation was enacted in 1819 just to meet the 
situation then existing. Some of its provisions are veiy stringent and 
inequitable, and with the objecd of removing tliose defects the present 
Bill has been introduced. 

The main provisions are emlxxlied in clauses 2, 4 and 8. Clause 2 
proposes to abolish the provision of security. The patniflars have got 
the right of alienation on condition of furnishing securities. The 
sale^of the Patni Tahih itself is a sufficieni se<‘urity. So, there is no, 
justification for demanding security. This power in the hands of the 
zemindars is often misused by their officers. On the other hand, if it 
is abolished, it will be no loss to the /omindars. The paiiiidars suffer 
from the rigours of this law without any corres|X)nding gain to the 
zemindars. 

The second important item is the provision for division of patni or 
distributing the rent thereof. It is within our knowledge how co- 
sharers suffi'r sonietinies for the negligence of other co-sharers 
who sometimes act in collusion with the zemindais for their 
share of rent. The piinciple of this amendment was accepted by the 

House at the time of the last Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act. 

‘ » 

The third im[M)rtant amendment gives power to the Collector to 
accept money at a time when the property is on the sale list. This will 
give relief to the defaulting tenure-holder to save his property. These 
^ire the main principles of the Bill, and I beg to move that the Bill, as 
reported by the Select Committee, be taken into consideration. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that the Bengal Patni Taluks 
Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 1938, as reported by the Sdect Com- 
mittee, be taken into consideration. 
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Mr, HI C, ^HUNTER: Mr. President, Sir, may I submit one 
thing* P We have just leceived a list of amendments, about 60 in 
number, and I submit that we have not had enough time to consider 
these amendments. I, therefore, suggest tliat the consideration of this 
Bill be deferred till the next non-official dav. 

Tha Hon’blo Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYs Sir, those amend- 
- ments will follow later on. The motion now before the House — which 
is also the fifst motion — is that the Bill be taken into consideration. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that the 
Bengal Patni Taluks Begulation (Amendment) Bill, 1938, as rei>orted 
by the Sblect Committee, be taken into consideration. 

t 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


Clause 1, 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Clause 1 stand part of the Bill. 

The question before the House is : that clause 1 stand part of the 
Bill. 

(The motion was put and agreed to.) 

Clause 2. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: (Uause 2 stand part of the Bill. 

Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur, of Nashipur: 

Mr. President, Sir, I beg to move that (danse 2 of the Bill be omitted. 

In this count c.tion, I beg to draw the attention of the House to the 
fact that this Bill is for tlie benefit of the patnideirs as well as of the 
zemindars. As a matter of fact, it would l)e a pity if any onc^ were to 
think trfiat the patnidar comes under the category of the ‘‘tenant^'. 
Legally, they are the tenants, but for all i)ractical purposes they are 
the landlords of the holdings. I might add that after the land had 
been leased out by a zemindar to a patnidar, the zemindar divests him- 
self of all the interists and rights. He is not allowed even to enter into 
his own land and all the rights and privileges of the landlord stand 
vested in the patnidars. Fnder him (*ome the raiyat, the tenure- 
holder, the cultivating raiyat and all sorts of raiyats, and their 
prosperity ’depends on him. Sir, it would, therefore, be misleading 
to fhink that the patiiidars come within the category of tenant. 
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Khan Bahadur REZZAQUL HAIDER CHOWDHUIJY: On a point 
of order, Sir. How is it relevant that the tenure-holder or the 
tenant. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The Itaja Bahadur will please 
proceed. 

Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur, of Nashipur: 

8ir, I was reforriiiff to the tenure-holder, tenant, eic., sirng-ly to develop 
iny arg'unient and also for the benefit of iny European friends, who may 
not lalMiur under a mistaken notion thai this Bill really seeks to g’ive 
relief to the tenanis bui lo the patnuhirs. My argument is that to 
p^ive relief to Ihe patnular is to pave relief to tlie landlords and not to 
the tenanis. Afier the leasing out of the pahii^ the zemindar loses, 
for all praelieal jmrposes, the riphts and eoneerns and interests therein. 
So, if any reliid' is to he piven, it should he piven to the landlord. 
To dis^iel misunderstandinp on the part of my friends over there, I 
just made it clear iliai pivinp reli(*f io the pai/ddar i^ pivinp relief to 
the landlords and not to the ienani, as is commonly undeistood. Sir, 
as my friend Dr. Mookeiji said, ihe Bill as ii has emei'ped from the 
Select (^)mmiit(H‘ is (juite dift'ereni from the oripinal one. There is 
not a sinple liru*, not a vsinple word, tliat lias been a(*<*ej>ted or i*etained 
hy ih(‘ Select (^nnmiitee. Tlie only tliinp that has been retained is 
the title of the Bill, viz., the Benpal Batni Taluks Bepulation 
(Amendment) Bill, lfl*kS. Eveiy other word, every letter, has been 
altered. So I do not know o 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. May I ])oint out to tlie honour- 
able member that he himself was a member of the Select Committee and 
tluii he aflixed his sipnature to the statement that “the Bill has not 
been substantially altered by our recommendation and we do not con- 
sider that it recjuires re-publix‘atioif \ 

Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur, of Nashipur: 

That is so. Sir. What T mean to say is that the wmrdiiip of the Bill 
has been altered and not the subject-matter. Still, I do not want that 
it should he re-jmblished. Further, Sir, if you look at my minute of 
dissent, you will find that 1 have already stated that it would V better 
to have it re-circulated, hut I do nol press for its circulation now. 
Now’, Sir, the jireseiit clause, viz., elause 2, deals witli the deposit 
of security to the zemindar. Aecordinp to this elause, half of 
’*'tbe annual rent should he deposited as security. ,There is some mis- 
understandinp amonp some of my friends that this deposit is being 
given to the zemindar for his pain. This, howa}ver, is not the case. 
It is a mere dejinsit and nothinp else. Tf yon po throuph the relevant 
clause, Sir, you will find that it is not essential that money should be 
deposited. The deposit may be in the form of Government security or 
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even of landed property. There is no question of money here. So, 
there would be no hardship if one cannot deposit money in cash. 
Whatever the deposit, lie will get it back when he ceases to be a 
patnidar. This is only for the purpose of realising rents from the 
patnidars. 

Now, the next (jiiestion that arises is whether there is any loss in 
depositing security in cash. There is not any, because the putnuiar 
will get the usual rate of interest on his deiKisit, be it cash or tfovern- 
ment security. On the other hand, he will be relieved of the trouble of 
going to the Treasury or to bank to draw in t ('rest. That work will l>e 
done by the zemindar who will remit the same to the pdinidar. If it 
is lauded proj>erty, then he will enjoy the landed jiroiH'rty. Only the 
document will be there. So, there is no loss in eithei' cast'. 

Now, the question aiises whether this dejiosit can he forfeited or 
not. Yes, it can be, but only on one occasion and that will be when 
the jxnnnlar makes any default and as a result the pafm tt'iiure is jnit 
to sale in a (\)urt piocet'ding. Even then only in case the sale jiroc'eeds 
do not covei* the six months' rent can forfeiture take* ])lace, and that too 
to the extent of covei’ing the amount of the diffioema' only. ^lorcover, 
Sir, the paimdur is not going to jiay this six niontlis’ rent fi’om liis 
own pocket. ITe will realise it from his tenant^ at a late of intioest 
higher than what he will ])ay the zemindar. So, he has nothing to lose 
by forfeiture also and there is no case of hardshij) at all. On thi' otlu'i* 
hand, if this clause be omitted, as recomnu'iub'd by the Select (h)m- 
^littee, the Jesuit would be that there would be a series of litigations. 
[By omiTting this (dause, the imtmdar will not bt' reliev(*d ot his dues, 
because for the balance he has to pay theie will be anothei* suit and his 
movables and immovables will be attached. So, instead ol going on 
with litigation, this deposit lias Ix'en jjrovidt'd loj’. As thei'(* is no 
hardship on the pdl/ndfir, I am for omitting lhi^ claifse 2. Another 
effect ot omitting this (danse will be the elimination of tiaud. Some- 
one may sell his Indding to aiiotluir in hrndnn. dhe latlei' will (‘Jijov 
the holding and collecd tlu' rent, and at the same time he will not have 
to pay any security and the zemindai will be now heie. 1 hei (‘ have 
been cases also wlnu'c* patnidar leases out llu' land to tt'uants at a lower 
rate of rent and that i-educ(‘S the annual ffumi. Security de])osit is 
cssen iffii lor this reaMjn as well. 

With these words. Sir, 1 beg to move that clause be omitted. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that (dause 2 of the Bill 

•i 

be omitted. 

Ml*. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, I ojjpose this amendment. 
Many tlimgs have been said in support oi the (daim for retaining the 
clause about depositing a security for a patfu' taluk or tenure. Now, 
this Patni Regulation was enacted so far back as the year 1819 
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when there might have been a reasonable apprehension in the minds of 
the lessors creating the patrii that perhaps the profit of the patni might 
not suffice for the payment of the patni rent. So, in order to safe- 
guard <he due realisation of the patni rent, this clause was then enacted, 
in order that it might induce the patnidar to be punctual in the payment 
of his dues. The time has now changed. Besides the patni tenure, 
there are now other kinds of tenures which are governed by the Bengal 
Tenancy Act, and no such disability as the deposit of a security is 
attached to these tenures. Of all the existing tenures in the province, 
patni does not form the major part. In Western Bengal, there are 
more patnis than in East Bengal. In East Bengal, almost 98 per cent, 
of tenures are of a different character altogether. So, there is no 
reason why in the year 1940 the same disability which was thought 
necessaiy to be attached io a particular kind of tenure in the year 1819^, 
should be allowed to remain. It has been said that there may be 
benami transfers, but after all rent is the first charge on the tenure. 
The patnid^ir I’emains liable for the rent and if there is such a patni^ 
the owner of which would not be at all anxious to retain it or the 
retention of which will be xmprofitable, i.e., the profit accruing from 
that would not be sufficient for the payment of the rent due, the sooner 
it is made /7<o.v by the zemindar, the better. T oppose this amendment 
vehemently, 

Khan Bahadur REZZAQUL HAIDER CHOWDHURY: I oppose 
this amendment. The ground taken by the Baja Bahadur is that it leads 
to fraud and i)ossibly he means that if the security provision is removed,’ 
there might be a loss of rent to the zemindar. I think this apprehen- 
sion is more imaginary than real. The zemindar at the present moment 
has got the power to put the proi>erty to sale every six months. It i» 
reasonably exp(*cted that the proixu'ty in queslion will fetch that amount. 
So, there cannot be any question of fraud in this case, as alleged by 
the Baja Bahadur. 

There are other difficulties too. If there is a provision like that, the 
property is not likely to fetch a fair price, because the purchaser will 
be at the mercy of the zemindar. It is for the zemindar to recognise 
him or not. If this provision be removed, the property is likely to 
fetch a much higher price. With these few words, I oppose the •Amend- 
ment. 


Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that clause 
SI of the Bill be omitted. 

('The motion was negatived.) 

Mr> PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that clause 2 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 
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Clause 3. 

Mr. PRlfSIDENT: Clause 3 stand part of the Bill. 

The Hon’bre Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I be«' to move 
that foi* the existing clause 3 of the Bill, the following be substituted : — 

3. In section 6 of the said Begulation, for the words commencing 
with ^‘It is hereby jirovided” and ending with “liis special sanction,” 
the following shall be substituted: — 

“It is hereb}' provided that the rules of section 5 relating to fee 
for alienation sliall be held to apply to transfers of any fractional 

portion T)f or the entire interest in, a patni fnhthy 

• 

Sir, the Patni Taluks Kegulation does not provide for partition 
of patni tahd’ at ])re.scut. The Bill provides for partition and there 
is a proposal for doing away with security. In fact, ihe House has 
already accepted that aniendiueiit. Now, the landlord had the right 
to demand security in case of transfer of pat hi (of course the patni 
always implies a completi' /aliii). We are now providing for transfer 
of part patni also. My proposal amounts to this : that no security 
would be payable by the patnidar or can be demanded by the zemindar 
even in case of a jiart transfer, just to make it consistent with the 
amejidinent which has been accepted by the House. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Amendment moved: that for the existing clause 
3 of the Bill, the following shall be substituted: — 

3. In vsection G of the said Regulation, for the words commencing 
with “It is hereb.v provided” and ending with “his special sanction,” 
the following shall be substituted: — 

“It is hereby provided that the rules of section 5 relating to fee 
for alienation shall be held to apply to transfers of any fractional 
portion of or the entire interest in, a patni taluk. 

Khan Bahadur REZZAQUL HAIDER DHOWDNURY: I think, 
Sir, that this amendment is redundant. Fnder clause 3 as it stands, 
the landlord can demand alienation fee in case of a partial transfer 
even, because it is intended to remove the last portion of section 6 which 
commences with" “it is hereby provided” and ends with “special 
sanction.” The purchaser of a partial patni taluk was exempted from 
payiAg the transfer fee as well as the security. So, I think it is not 
necessary.* The clause as it stands is quite enough and no amendment 
is necessary. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House k: that for the 
existing clause 3 of the Bill, the following vshall be substituted: — 

3. In seciion 6 of the said llegulaiion, for the words commencing 
with “It is luueby provided” and ending with “his special sanction/' 
the followdng shall be substituted: — 

■‘It is hereby provided that the rules of section 5 relating to fee 
for alienation sit all be held io apply to transfers of any fractional 
portion ot or the entire interest in, a patni UilnJc/^ 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that clause 3, 
as amended, stand part of the Bill. 

(Tlie motion was agreed to.) 


Clavac 4, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 4 stand part ot the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: With your per- 
mission, may I amend my amendmeni to clause CB sub-elause (/>), on 
the following lines ? The amendment of which 1 gave notice in the 
])rinted list runs as follows: — 

“That in clause 4 of the Bill, tor proposed section 6B, the follow- 
ing section shall be substituted, namely: — 

6B. Notwithstanding anything contained in any other Act — 

(a) the provisions of section 88 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885, 

shall apply rnuUitis niutufidis to the distribution of rent 
payable in respect of a patni taluk with the substitution 
of the words “one hundred rupees’' for the words “two 
rupees” in the })ro\'iso {b) to sub-se(*tion {2) of the said sec- 
tion ; 

(b) the provisions of the Estates Partition Act, 1897, shaM apply 

rnuUitis mutandis to the partition of a patni taluk. 

Now, what 1 propose to substitute for ih) is this: — 

“(6) It ^llall be optional for every co-sharer prejjjrietor of a joint 
undivided paint talnk, either to institute a suit in a competent Civil 
Court for partition of such taluk or to partition such taluk accotding 
to the provisions of the Estates Partition Act, 1897, which Act shall 
apply mutatis mutandis to such partition." 
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So, instead df providing for partition only according to the provi- 
sions of the Estates Partition Act, 1 wish also to provide that the 
patnidar nii^ht have a partition with the help of the Civil Court. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I take it that there is no objection. 


The Hon’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: May 1 move my 
amendment foimally? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

The Hoti’Me Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: r be^* to move 
tkat in flaiLse 4 of the Hill, for jiroposed .section tJH, the following 
section shall be substituted, namely — 

611. Notwit listaiidiiig aiiytliing contained in any other Act — 

{a) th(‘ provisions of section 88 of the llengal Tenancy A(‘t, 1885, 
sliall apply nrufatis mutandis to the distribution of rent 
payabh* in respect of a paiiii iahih with the substitution 
of the words “fifty ru])ees’’ for the words “two rupees’' 
in the jiroviso (5) to sub-section {2) of the said section. 

(b) It shall be optional for every co-sharer proprietor of a joint 
undivided pcitni taluk either to institute a suit in a com- 
petent Civil Court for partition of such taluk or to partition 
su(*h taluk according to the provisions of the Estates 
Partition Act,, 1897, which Act shall apply muintis 
vvutandis to such ])artition." 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that in clause 4 of the Hill, 
for proposed section 611, the following section shall be substituted, 
namely — 

611. Notwithstanding anything contained in any other Aci— 

{a) the provisions of section 88 of the llengal Tenancy Act, 1885, 
shall apply iwutatis mutandis ^ to the distribution of rent 
payable in respect of a patm taluk with the substitution 
of the words “fifty rupees” for the words “two rupees” 
in the proviso (h) to sub-section {2) of the said section. 

(b) It shall b^ optional for every co-sharer proprietor of a joint 
undivlied patni taluk either to institute a suit in a com- 
petent Civil Court for partition of such taluk or to partition 
such taluk according to the provisions of the Estates 
’Partition Act. 1897, which Act shall apply mutaiis 
mutandis to such partition.” 



92 


ETON-OFFICIAL BILLS. 


[23bd Feb., 

Mft PRESIDENT: The question before the House "is — 

“That in clause 4 of the Bill, for proposed section 6B Jhe following 
section shall be substituted, namely — 

f)B. Notwithstanding anything contained in any 'ether Act-^ 

(a) the provisions of section 88 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885, 
shall apply mntatia mutandis, to the distribution of rent 
payable in respect of a patni talul' with th^ substitution 
of the words “fifty rupees’’ for the wwds “two rupees’' 
in the proviso (h) to sub-8e(!tion (2) of the said section. 

(h) IT shall be optional for every co-sharer proprietor of a joint 
undivided patni tnluh either to institute a suit in a com- 
petent Civil Court for partition of such tahik or to partition 
such taluk according to the provisions of the Estates 
Partition Act, 1897, which Act shall apply mutatis 
mutandis to such partition.” 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, befoi •e you 
leave clause 4 

Mr, PRESIDENT: There are other amendments by the Baja Bftha- 
dur of Nashipur. 

Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur, of Nashipurc! 

Sir, I don’t want to move them. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that clause 4, 
as amended, stand part of the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Could I, Sir, 
make one humble suggestion? The suggestion is that in sub-section 
(i) of proposed section 6A, for the words ^‘to be published”, the words 
“to be served or published” shall be substituted. 

It is really the Baja Bahadur’s amendment. T^et me read tlie 
whole thing. Sir, for the information of the House. It runs as fol- 
lows : — 

“(fl) in second paragraph of sub-section {!) of proposed section 6A 
for the words “to be published” the words “to be served or 
published” shall be substituted; and 

(h) in sub-section {2) of the said section for tliejwords “from the 
time of publication of the copy of application under sub- 
section (i)”, the following shall be substituted, namely: — 

‘from the time pf service or publication of the copy of &pplication 
under subrsection {!) whichever is later’.” 
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Sir, the idea underlying* my amendment is this. We are now mak- 
ing provision for dividing the patnii(. If the rent of a particular share 
cannot be realised by the sale of that sliare, on the analogy of section 
14 of the Revejuie Sales Act, we are providing for the realisation of 
the arrear rents by the sale of the whole tenure, the entire pntni. 
Now, it is necessary that the co-sharer pufnidars should receive notice 
of the sale, because they might not know that the whole patni was going 
to be put up»for sale and that thereby their interests were going to be 
affected. Now, in the case of revenue sales 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. Sir Bijoy, do you want to amend 
any part of OB? 

* The Hen’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; No, Sir. It is 
6 A that I am talking of. 

Mrt PRESIDENT; OB has two j)arts (a) and {b). Do you want 
to alter that portion in any wayp 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; No, Sir. My 
amendment relates to 6A. 

Mr. PRESIDENT ; A^our amendments are so very confusing that it 
^ impossible to understand which one you are moving and further, you 
have given notice of so many short-notice amendments that it is next 
to impossible to keep track of them. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; I.am extremely 
sorry, Sir. 

Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN; I beg to submit that we have 
not yet received any notice of these amendments. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Order, order. Unless there is unanimous agree- 
ment in the whole House, I am ’afraid the Chair will not allow the 
Hon’ble Minister to move such short-notice amendments. Is there any 
objection to the amendments proposed by the Hon’ble Minister being 
moved ? 

(Cries of “No, ijo.”) 

The Hofi’ble dir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Sir, may I make 
myself clear? What I want to have is that in the second paragraph 
; 0 f sffb-section (/) of proposed section 6A, for the words “to be pub- 
lish^”, the words “to be served or published” shall be substituted; 
and 
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that in sub-aection (2) of the said aection, for the words “from the 
time of publication of the copy of application under sub-sedion {iy\ 
the followin^]^ shall be substituted, namely: — 

“from tlie time of service or publication of the copy of application 
under sub-section (7), whichever is later.’’ 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. Amendment moved: that — 

{(f) in second paraf»‘ra])b of sub-section (7) of proposed section 6A, 
for the words “to be publislied,” +he words “to be served 
or published” shall be substituted; and 

{h) in sub-section (2) of the said se(*tion, for the words “from the 
time of pu])li(‘ation of the copy of application under sub- 
section (7)’’, the followinj>‘ shall be su])stituted, namely: — 

“from tlie time of service or publi(‘ation of the co])y of application 
under sub-section (7)„ whichever is later.” 

Khan Bahadur REZZAQUL HAIDER CHOWDHURY: 1 accept 

amendment. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The (piestion before the House is: that — 

(a) in second ])arasrai)h ol sub-section (7) of ])M)])osed section (lA, 
for tlie words “to be publislied,” tlie words “to be served 
or published” shall be substituted; and 

{h) in sub-section (2) of the said stHdion, for the woids “from the 
time of juiblication of the copy of application under sub- 
section (/)”, the followin'’ shall be substituted, namely: — 

“trom the time of service or publication of the copy of application 
under sub-section (/), whichever is later.” 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is : that clause 

as amended, stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Clause 5, 

Mr, PRESIDENT: (’lause 5 stand part of the Bill. 

(After a jiause.) The question before the House is : that clause 5 
tand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Hon’bic Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: May Tput in one 
word, Sir? 
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Clause 6. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Clause 0 stand part of the Hill. 

(After a pause.) The question before the House is: that clause 6 
stand part of Ihe Bill. 

(The motion was agrreed to.) 

The Hofv’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 have 
already handed over a copy of an amendment of mine wliich relates to 
clause 4-^ — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That sta^e is already over. We have already 
dispose!? of clause 4. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 do not want to 
move it but I am afraid, Sir, that one of my important amendments on 
the list has been passed over. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am so sorry. It cannot be hcljied. You 
should liave been more alert. 


C/(tvse 7. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 7 stand part of the Bill. 

• (After a jiause.) The (question before the House is: that clause 7 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


Clnuiie S. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 8 stand part of the Bill. 

(After a pause.) The (luestion before the House is; that clause 8 
stand part ot the Bill. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: May 1 submit one })oint, Sir? 
Since » serious flaw lias lieen detected as regards clause 4, can we not 
go back and consider it? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Xo, I am afraid not. It will not be passed by 
this House alone ! • * 

(The motion w’as agreed to.) 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 want to 

. 

insert the word “solely” after the word “reversed,” which has been 
wrongly printed as “reserved.” 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Is there any objection to this short-notice 
amendment to the original amendment being moved? 

(Cries of “No, no.’*) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As there is no objection, I take it that the House 
agrees to this short-notice amendment. I shall now read out the 
amendment as revised. 

Motion moved: that for the proviso to sub-clause («)*of clause 8, 
the following proviso be substituted : — 

“Provided that, notwithstanding anything contained in this 

Regulation the right of the zemindar to make the sale shall not be 
stopped by any party nor shall the sale he reversed solely on the 
ground that a notice or other document mentioned in section 8 wds 
not served i)ersonally on the defaulters or any of them.” 

Khan Bahadur REZZAQUL HAIDER CHOWDHURY: Sir, I 
accept iliis amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that for the 
proviso to sub-clause {a) of clause 8, the following proviso be 
substituted : — 

“Provided that, notwithstanding anything contained in this 

Regulation the right of the zemindar to make the sale shall not be 
stopped by any party nor shall the sale he reversed solely on the 
ground that a notice or other document mentioned in section 8 was 
not served personally on the defaulters or any of them.” 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that clause 
8, as amende<l, stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion w^as agreed to.) 


Clause 9. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 9 stand part of the Bill. 

, The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I have my 
amendments on clause 9. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Where are your amendments? Have you given 
any notice of them? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. 
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Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN: Mr. President, Sir, we feel 
it extremely difficult to follow the proceedings of the House to-day 
as they are being hurried through. As a matter of fact you know, 
Sir, the Hon’ble the Eevenue Minister found himself at sea when he 
notic^ that one of his own amendments, which was considered to be 
veiy important, was passed over through inadvertence on his part. 
Further, Sir, we have not received copies of any of these amendments. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. You can raise any point of 
order when a particular amendment is moved of which sufficient notice 
has not been given. If it has not the support of the members of the 
House, then I shall not allow that particular amendment to be moved. 

TheTfon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg to move 
ttat in section 14A of the said Ilegulation — 

(a) in paragraph (h) of the first clause, after the words ‘together 
with interest”, the words “up to the date of sale” shall be 
inserted ; and 

(/>) after seventh clause the following clause shall be inserted, 
namely : — 

''Eighth . — The provisions of this section shall apply to the 
setting aside of the sale of a share or portion of a 
patni Uilvk whenever a separate account shall have 
been ordered to be opened in respect of such share or 
portion under section 6A.” 


Mr, PRESIDENT: Amendment moved — 
that for clause 9, the following be substituted — 

9. In section 14A of the said Eegulation — 

(а) in paragraph {h) of the first clause after the words “together 

with interest” the words “uj) to the date of sale” shall be 

inserted ; and 

(б) ^ after seventh clause the following clause shall be inserted, 

namely : — 

''Eighth . — The provisions of this section shall apply to the 
setting aside of the sale of a share or portion of 
pAtni taluk whenever a separate account shall have 
been ordered to be opened in respect of such share or 
portion under section 6A.” 


Mra PRESIDENT: Khan Bahadur Eezzaqul Haider Chowdhury. 
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Khan Bahadur REZZAQUL HAIDER CHOWDHURY: I accept 
this amendment. Under section 14 A, the defaulting tenure-holder has 
got the option to deposit the money within one month and the same 
privilege is going to be given to< the co-sliarer when he opens a separate 
account. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The questhm before the House is; that — 

9. In section 14A of the said Regulation — 

(a) in paragraph (h) of the first clause after the woids “together 
with interest “ the words “u]) to the date of sale^’ shall be 
inserted ; and 

(h) after seventh (dause the following clause shall be inserted, 
namely : — 

— The provisions of this section shall apply to the 
setting aside of the sale of a share or portion of a 
jjatni taluh w^henever a separate account shall have 
l>een ordered to be opened in respect of such share or 
portion under section 6A.“ 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that clause 
9, as amended, stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


Clavse 10. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 10 stands part of the Bill. 

tAfter a t)auvse.) The question before the House is : that clause 10 
stand j)art of the Bill. 

(The motion w’as agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Clause 11 stands jxirt of the Bill. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: I beg to move that 
in clause 11 of the Bill, for the entire fifth paragraph of the proposed 
^section 17 A, the following be substituted: — 

“A i)erson becoming entitled to a pafni taluk by sucession or by 
transfer shall not be entitled to receive by registered post the notices 
referred to in clauses second and third of section 8, unless the duties 
imposed upon him by this section have been performed. “ 



Sir, amendment is meant only to remove hardship which, I 
think, the sub^clause (b) of the fifth paragraph ot the Bill, clause 11 
will cause to those who will become entitled to a patni taluk by eucces 
sion or by transfer. Tinder the Bill, clause 11, as it now stands, it hat 
been provided that one acquiring a patni taluk by succession or by trans- 
fer will be debi^rred from the right of recovery by suit or other proceed- 
ing any rent payable to him unless the duties imposed upon him by this 
section regarding notice of the succession or transfer, as the c ase may be, 
together with his name and address to be given to the Collector in 
prescribed f#rm as well as payment of the process fee for the servi(‘e of 
the notice on the zamindar. Sir, by my amendment I propose to remove 
this disability which has no justification. This is the only object of my 
amendment. With these few words 1 commend my amendment to the 
acceptance of the House. 


Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur, of Nashipur: 

1 rise to oppose it. Tliere will be pra<tical difticulties in this mutter. 
As a matter of fact, if the successor does not register his name, it will 
1)(‘ dithcult to sue him witli a post -card notice, because no one will know 
tlie name of tlie successor. If the intention of tlie clause is to send 
a i>ersonal notice also, in that case the name of the successor should be 
registered. Otherwise, how will the person to whom the notice is to be 
sent he known ? 


Khan Bahadur REIZAQUL HAIDER CHOWDHURY: Possibly, 
the Jlaja Bahadur could not follow the amendment pro])ose(l. It 
would mean only that those who want to take advantage of section 8 to 
have a registered notice, must register theii names in, the zeuiindari 
shetistd. That is the ])rovision. So, there will be no difficulty. I 
acce])t the ainenclmeiit. 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 think the Raja 
Baliadur has made hi^ objection under a niisa|)})rehension. In fact, 
his object will be tiilly served by the aiiiendnient which has been moved 
by Khan Sahib Abdul Ilamid Chowclhury, namely — 

“A peuson Ijecoming entitled to a patm taluk by suc*cession or by 
transfer shall not be entitled to receive by rc‘gisterc*d post the notic-es 
referred to in claifses second ami third of section 8, unless the duties 
imposed upon him by this section have l)een performed.” 

That is to say, unless a person or his succ essor in interest gets hia 
name registered, he will not be entitled to get notice by registered post. 
So, ‘that meets the objection of the Raja Bahadur. 



Mr* PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that^in clause 
11 of the Bill for the entire fifth paragraph of the proposod section 17A, 
the following be substituted: — 

“A person becoming entitled to a patni taluk by succession or by 
transfer shall not be entitled t-o receive by registered post the notices 
referred to in clauses second and third of section 8, unless the duties 
imposed upon him by this section have been performed.” 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur, ^ Nashipur; 

I beg to move that at the end of paragraph 1 of clause 11 of the Bill, 
the "^following be added, namely: — 

“together with the landlord fee as provided under sections 12 and 
15 of fhe Bengal Tenancy Act.” 

I think there is some clerical mistake in this clause. The object 
of the Bill is to bring the patni tenure in the same category with that 
of the tenure as defined in the Bengal Tenaiu^y Act. So, it is desirable 
that there should be a landlord fee for inulation. Under the Bengal 
Tenancy Act, 100 per cent, of the annual jama has been provided as 
the maxiniiuii. So, 1 think this should be added. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May I suggest 
that if instead of your wording you accept my wording, it would be 
better. 

Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur, of Nashipur: 

I have no objection to ac(*ept that wording. 

The Hon’hi'e Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: With your 
permission, 1 beg to move: that after first paragraph of proposed 
section 17A, the following shall be add(‘d, namely: — 

“and shall send with the notice a fee of such amount as is specified 
in sections 12 and 15 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885.” 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: The Bill^ clause 
11, has already been amended. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: It has been partially amended. 

Amendment moved : that after the first paragraph of proposed 
section 17A, the following shall be added, namely: — 

“and shall send with the notice a fee of such amount as is specified 
in sections 12 and 15 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885.” 
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Khan .Bahadur. REZZAQUL HAIDER CHOWDHURY: I oppose 
this amendmeift. I am not against giving alienation fee in case of a 
partial transfer even. Sections 12 and 15 are not applicable in the case 
of the patnidaT, If this amendment is accepted, complications will 
arise. Unless it is modified, we cannot accept it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; The question before the House is: that after 
first' paragraph of proposed section 17A, the following shall be added, 
namely: — • 

“and shall send with the notice a fee of such amount as is specified 
in seciions 12 and 15 of the Beng-al Tenancy Act, 1885.” 

The House then divided with the following result: — 


AYES— 16. 


ChBkravtrti, Mr. Shriih Chandra. 
Choudhury, Mr. MoAizainali. 

Dai, Mr. Lalit Chandra. 

Diiita, Mr. Kamini Kumar. 

Soiwami, Mr. Kanai Lai. 

Kabir, Mr. Humayun. 

Maltra, Rai Bahadur Brojindra Mohan. 
Mookirjii, Mr. Nartth Nath. 


Mookirji, Dr. Radha Kumud. 

Mukhirji, Rai Bahadur Satis Chandra. 

Ormond, Mr. E. C. 

Pal Choudhury, Mr. RanaJIt. 

Roy, Mr. Amulya Dhono. 

Son, Rai Sahib Jatindra Mohan. 

Sinha, Rai Bahadur Surondra Narayan. 

Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhuyondra Narayan, of NaihU 
pur. 


NOES— 18. 


Ahmad, Mr. Miihahuddin. 

Barua, Dr. Arahinda. 

Chowdhury, Khan sahib Abdul Hamid. 
Chowdhury, Mr. Khoriahad Alam. 
Chowdhury, Mr. Hamidul Huq. 

Chowdhury, Khan Bahadur RouaquI Haider. 
D'Rozario, Mri. K. 

Eimail, AlhaJ Khwaja Muhammad. 

Haider, Nawabiada Kamruddin. 


Hoitain, Mr. Latafat. 

Karim, Khan Bahadur M. Abdul. 

Khan, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Aiaf. 
Momin, Besum Hamida. • 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur Ataur. 
Rahman, Khan Bahadur Mukhleiur. 
Raihid, Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur. 
Shamiuzzoha, Khan Bahadur M. 

Singh Roy, Mr. Sailiwar. 


Mft PRESIDENT; Order, order. The House has divided: the 
“Ayes” being IG and the “Noes” 18, the amendment is negatived. 


Clause 11, 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Clause 11 stand part of the Bill. 

(After a pause.) The question before the House is: that clause 11, 
as amended, stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 



liUZ 


IN UIN -U J? J? iUl AlJ UlUX^. 




Short Title and Preamble. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that the 
•Short Title and Preamble be added to the Bill. 

(The motion was a^rreod to.) 

Khan Bahacfitr REZZAQUL HAIDER CHOWDHURY: Sir, I 
l)e»: to move that the Beii‘»al Patiii Taluks Be^ulation ^(Amendment) 
Bill, 19^18, as settled in the (k)uncil, be passed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that tlie Bengal Patni Taluks 
Regiilalion (Amendment) Bill, ]9dS, as settled in the Council, be 
passed. 

The <iues1ion before the House is: that the Bengal Patni Taluks 
Regulation (Amendment) Bill, ]9d8, as settled in the Council, be 
passed. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Bengal Abolitien of Dowry Bill, 1938. 

Rai 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur; Mr. President, 
'Sir, 1 beg* move that Hie Beng*al Abolition of Dowry Bill, I9d8, be 
taken into consideration. This was introduced in this Council as faV 
back as August, 19d8, when it was published in the “Calcutta Gazette.” 
Immediately on its publication it was supported by associations like 
the Bengal Hindu Sabha, the Rayasiha Sabha, and other similar bodies. 
Attemi>ts hav(^ been made by me every session to have it considered 
either for Seletit (kimmittee or for tiual passing*. It was only during 
the last session that I succeeded in gel ting it discussed by the 
Council and it was about to be I a ken into consideration when the 
Hon’ble Minister in (harge of the Judicial De])artment asked for 
formal circulation before consideration. 1 was induced to make the 
comdusion that, the (jovernmenl would not have any (dejection to its 
passing after such formal circulation. Various oinnions hav“ been 
elicited, but all progressive ojiinions are in its favour. Since the 
introduction of Provincial Autonomy, other provinces, like Sind and 
Bihar, have placed similar Bills on their Statute Book. 1 hoy)e no 
< member would like to see Bengal lagging behind. think it will not 
he necessary for me to eiiliarge on the merits of the Bill. The evils of 
the dowry system are more rampant in Bengal than in any other pro- 
vince, and no time should be lost in passing the Bill. No Select 
Committee is required for a short measure, like this, and the alterations 
and improvements suggested may be effected at the consideration stage. 
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As my pi*8e«nt^ter»i of membership expires by the first week of April, 
I hope the members will ])ass it before that time as a special case 
without waiting for the labours of a Select (^ommittee. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my Bill to the (‘onsideration of 
the Mouse. 


Rai SURENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur: Sir, L further 
beg to submit that I have already asked for your permission to move 
in this House for the consideration of the Bill, and I now also do 
formally move for your permission in allowing me to move this motion 
for consideration by the House. 

Mr> PRESIDENT: Before I place tliis motion before the Council, 
I find that under section of the Bengal Legislative Council 

Pro(!edure Ihiles, the honourable member cannot move this motion for 
consideration at this stage unless, in exercise of its discretionary powers 
the Chair suspends the rule. He should have moved that the Bill be 
referred to a Committee of the whole House or to a Select (yV)mmittee. 
I should like to hear if there is any object ion fiom honourable members 
to suspending this rule. Ordinarily, the Bai Bahadur should have 
moved for reference of his Bill to a Select Committee. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUFF H08SAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

fiir, we received notice (d this amendment just on the 20th of this 
month and not even three days have passed since then. Lnless we get 
sufficient time to consider the matter thoroughly, we cannot be in a 
position to make up our minds in the matter. No doubt, I approve of 
the principle of the Bill but the matter should go to a Sekn-t (J'ommittee. 
TTnless it is thrashed out in the Select Committee, it will not be {H)ssible 
for this House to <‘ome to a de(*isiou about the details of the Bill. Ho, 
I profM)se that instead of huirying the matter in the way suggested bv 
my friend, the mover, it should first all be discussed threadbare in 
the Select Committee. T, therefore, recpiest the (liair as well as my 
friend, Rai Suremlra Naravan Sinha Bahadur, that we should not 
unnecessarily hurry the matter, as the matter is full of difficulties and 
complications. As tar as my knowdedge of the thing g^oes, it is so 
complicated that uiile.ss it is thoroughly discussed by a vSelect Com- 
mittee, it would not be possible for us to come to any deftnite con- 
clusions. I, therefore, appeal to you, Sir, to consider this and to set^ 
that the Select CoTnmittee actually decides the matter and the Bill is 
brought in here after that. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Sir Bijoy, I should like to have your views 
on this particular point. 
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The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ^gree, Sir, 
with my Hon’ble colleague, the Nawab Bahadur that this Bill is of a 
far-reaching character and will affect the society considerably. As 
such, the House ought not to commit itself to its principle before the 
matter is considered in detail in a Select Committee. I, therefore, 
should certainly prefer reference of the Bill to a Seleci Committee to 
consideration of the same on the floor of this House just now at such a 
very short notice. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, the Chair has been 
requested to suspend Eule 53 of the Bengal Legislative Council Proce- 
dure Eules in connection with the motion already moved by Eai Bahadur 
Surendra Narayan Sinha. What are your views on the matter? 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, I agree with the two Hon’ble 
Ministers that a measure of this nature should be very carefully gone 
into and that for that purjwse it ought 1o go to a Select Committee. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have beard the opinions expressed on behalf 
of (Government as well as on behjilf of the Opposition and after hearing 
them, I am not disposed to suspend the rule in this case. This Bill 
should now go to a Select Connnittee. 

Rai SURENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur: In view of the 
opinion expressed by the Chair, I hope the motion of Mr. Mesbahuddin 
Ahmed for reference of the Bill to a Select Committee will be accepted. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, it is only the honourable member 
in charge of the Bill who can move for reference to select committee 
and not anybody else. As you have not given any notice of referring 
the Bill to a seleci committee, it cannot be done now. 


The Bengal Patni Taluks Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 1939. 

Khan Sahib ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: I beg to move that 
the Bengal Patni Taluks Eegulatioii (Amendment) Bill, be 

referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon^ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Eoy, Minister-in-charge 

of the Eevenue Dep<artnient, 

(2) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(3) Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee, 

(4) Mr. Saileswar Singh Eoy, 

(5) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad, 
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(6) Mr. Kkorshed Alam Chowdhury, 

(7) Mr. Kader Baksh, 

(8) Mr. H. C. A. Hunter, 

(*9) Raja Bkupendra Narayan Sinlia Bahadur, 

(10) Mr. Mesl>ahuddin Ahmed, and 
(111) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 31st March, 1940, and 
that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to 
constitute a (jiiorum shall be five. 

This is a very short Bill and it has become shorter still by tbe passing 
of a simflar Bill just now at the instance of the Khan Bahadur Rezzaqul 
Bfaider Chowdhury. I find a notice given on behalf of Gbivernment 
for circulation of this Bill, but I can assure this House that this Bill 
is too short to recpiire circulation. As a matter of fact, almost all the 
clauses of the Bill have been considered by the one which has just been 
passed. There is only one clause which requires to be considered. It 
can be considered in a Select Committee. So, I would appeal to the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department not to move 
his motion for circulation, and I appeid to the House to accept this 
proposition of mine. 

« Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved that the Bengal Patni Taluks 
Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 1939, be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Sir Bijoy l^rasad Singh Roy, Minister-in-charge 

of the Revenue Dei>artment, 

(2) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(3) Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee, 

(4) Mr. Saileswar Singh Roy, 

(5) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad, 

(6) Mr. Khorshed Alam Chowdhury, 

(7f Mr. Kader Baksh, 

(8) Mr. H. C. A. Hunter, 

(9) Raja Bhupendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur, 

(10) Mr. Mesbahuddin AhiAed, and 

(HI) the mover, 

with instryctions to submit their report by che Slst March, 1940, and 
that* the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to 
constitute a quorum shall be five. 
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The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY:' I am iuclined 
to with my iioiiourable frieiul the mover of the Bill. After the 

Bill which the House has just accepted, namely, the Bill of Khan 
Bahadur Itezzmiul Haider Chowdhury, this Bill is now practically 
redu(‘ed to one clause. I have no ohjetdion to the Bill beinf?^ referred 
to a Select Committee and I do not move my motion. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the 
Ben^^al Patni Taluks Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 193§, be referred 
to a Seleci fkmnnittee coiisistiiif*- of — 

(]) The Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Sinp^h Roy, Minister-in-charge 
of the Revenue Department, 

(2) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

(3) Mr. Naresh Nath M-cmkerjee, 

(4) Mr. S<inleswar Singh Roy, 

(5) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad, 

(()) Mr. Khorshed Alam Chowdhury, 

(7) Mr. Kader Baksh, 

(8) Mr. H. (k A. Hunter, 

(9) Raja Bhupendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur, 

(JO) Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed, and 

(HI) the mover, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 3Jst March, 1940, and 
that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to 
constitute a quorum shall be five. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Bengal Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1937, 

Mr, HUM AY UN KABIR: I beg to move that the Bengal Local 
Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1937, be referred to a Select Com- 
mittee consisting of — 

(J) Tlie Hon’blc Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, Minister-in- 
charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government 
Department, 

(2) Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim, 

(3) Khan Bahadur Ataur Rahman, 

(4) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(5) Mr. D. J. Cohen, 

(0) Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerji, 
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(7) jir. Kftmini Kumar Dutta, 

(8) Eaja Bhupendra Namyaii Siiiha Bahadur, 

(9) Mr/B. C. Dutta, 

(IX)) Mr. E. C. Ormond, and 

t 

(11) the mover, 

with instruciions to submit their report by the '30th June, 1940, and 
that the prej^nre of four membei’s shall constitute a (lUOTUin. 

I must (‘onfess that I am somewhat surprised that the IJon’ble 
Minister in charge of the ])ei>artinent is going to move that this Bill 
should again be circulated for eliciting opinion thereon by the 
31st December, 1940. I thought that by now the llon’ble Minister 
would be grateful to me for introducing a Bill of this kind. I can 
(]uite understand that when this Bill was first introduced, two or three 
years ago, the Hon’ble Ministers opposed it bec4nise they did not know 
what noniiiiation meant at that time. They piobably wanted to keep 
power in their hands, ])ecause they thought that by the judicu'ous use 
ot the jiower of nomination, tliey would be able to kee]) their party 
togetiiei’, and that it would help to consolidate their position in the 
districts. 1 think by now tlie Hon’ble Ministers themselves \vill have 
realised tliat nomination is not such a powerful instrument or so 
beneticial to tliem as they bad at first thought. There has been such 
an increase in the number of members to the Tjegislature to-day that 
nomination lujs become a positive danger to the Ministry instead of 
^eing a helj). 

Eormerly, there were only a ieAV mem])ers from eacli district and 
generally all the members of the Legislature could be provided with 
nominated seats. Those members were often gniteful to t})e Cabinet, 
because it saved them the trouble of going through an arfliious election. 
To-day, the iiTimber of seats is very often less than the number of 
members of the Legislature from a ])articular district and the Hon’ble 
Ministers, J think, cannot deny that occa.^ionally tliere liave been great 
difficulties in dealing with tlie (piestion of nomination, ft has i)ut 
them in such a peculiar jMisition that they do not know’ w’hat to do. 
Although in a particular district l)oard or municipality, an election has 
taken place and one year or probably LS montlis have eLpsed, yet the 
Ministry do not know’ its own mind. It cannot choose betw^een the 
difFerent candidates for nomination. Therefoie, Sir, a flill, the primary 
object of w’hi('h is to do aw’ay with nomination, should have been wel- 
comed by the Ministry. • 

So far 1 have been talking from tlie point of view’ of the (hibinet. 
They ought to be grateful for this move to abolish nomination; but 
from the jmint of vicAv of tlie general public, it w’ould be of still greater 
•advantage.* The jiublic to-day know’ that through nomination very 
often most undesirable persons are put into ])ositions of pow’er which 
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they ooiild not have otherwise captured. It is on account of the support 
of the nominated block that certain powers are conferred on incompetent 
persons and they abuse that power. I think every one will agree, and 
here again the Hon’ble Ministers cannot deny, that the District Boards 
and Municipalities are not c^arrying on their functions as efficiently or 
as much in the interest of the public as they ought to. One of the 
main reasons for this is nomination, because through nomination 
undesirable persons have come in and if they come to power through 
nomination, their main interest is the continuance of that^power rather 
than doing good to the members of the community whose interests 
have been phuod in their charge. 

Besides, Sir, on account of the existence of nomination, many district 
board chairmen, many chairmen of the municipalities feel that they 
need not care for public opinion. They are able to defy public opinion, 
because they know that the Ministers are behind them and {hiough the 
Hon’ble Ministers nominations will come in tlieir pockets safely. They 
have defied public opinion and in spite of their abuse of power, in spite 
of their gross inefficiency, time after time, the same set of men come 
in power in the local bodies. From the point of view of the public, 
therefore, it is very necessary to-day that nomination should be 
abolished. 

There are also cpiestions of general principle. T do not' propose to ^ 
go into the details at this stage, for it is accepted on all hands to-day 
that nomination goes against the very principle of democracy wliich 
we want to extend to dift'erent spheres of our civic and political life. 
From that i>oiut of view also, nomination should be abolished. 

There is a second item in my Bill which I am afraid the members 
of the Legislature might not like equally. There is a proposal to 
differentiate the functions between the Local Government and the 
Provincial Government. It is one of the purposes of my Bill that no 
Chairman of a district or a municipality shall, as Cliairman of the 
district \m\vd or municipality, wseek election to either of the Houses of 
Legislature. The reasons are quite obvious. Very often the machineries 
of these local bodies are utilised in order to further the electioneering 
interests of a particular chairman and not to serve the purpose for which 
these bodies have been made. Nor is this all. There is a more 
important question and that is that if the functions are divided, we can 
expect greater efficiency, we can expect greater attention to the details 
with regard to each particular item. To-day, the same man is a 
member of the Legislature and the chairman of a district board or of a 
municipality or of a co-operative bank and God knows of how many 
other different institutions in the locality. Very often he cannot pay 
proper attention to any of these and consequently there is a great deal 
of inefficiency, a great deal of wastage of time, a great deal of wastage 
of public money as well, because these people hold offices but do not 
perform the work for which they are meant to be there. 
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Tliere ii/ also^a tkinl item in this Bill to which the Hon'ble Minister 
cannot in principle object . That is a question of inlrochicin^f adult 
male fmnchise so far as the local bodies are concerned. To-day all 
over the oouhtry we want adult male franchise, even if we cannot 
introduce adult franchise immediately. If we cannot introduce this 
system in the provincial Legislature, it is right and pioper that a 
beginning should at lea?t be made in the local l>odies. 

These are C{)nsiderations which the Ministry should bear in mind. 

I would like ^ say as a warning to the Ministry that if they do not 
abolish nomination, very likely nomination will finish them. If they 
do not do away witli nomination, nomination will in all prolwibility do 
away with them. 

MFi PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that the Bengal Local Self- 
(jovernm^nt (Amendment) Bill, 19d7, be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’hle Xawah Ivhw'aja Ilabihiillah Bahadur, Minister-in- 

charge of the Ihiblic Health and Local Self-Government 
Department, 

(2) Khan Bahadur M. Abdul Karim, 

(8) Klian Ikhadur Ataur Bahman, 

(4) M% Xur Ahmed, 

Mr. D. d. Cohen, 

(()) Mr. Xaresh Nath Mookerji, 

(7) Mr, Kuinini Kumar Dutta, 

(8) Baja Bhupendra Nai-ayan Sinha Bahadur, 

(9) Mr. B, V. Dutta, 

(10) Mr. E, C. Ormond, and 
*-(11) the movei’, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 30th June, 1940, and 
that the piesence of four members shall constitute a (|Uorum. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

I beg to move that the Bill be re-(;irculated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the *31 st De( emb(‘r, 1940. 

In moving this motion for re-circulation, I may say that I do not 
move it for the reasons which have been given by my learned friend 
opposite. He has talked a lot in regard to nomination. He said that • 
Government desire nomination to be kept for keeping themselves in 
power or for gaining the power, T wish to inform him in this (connec- 
tion that this Government have come to ])ower not through the back 
door but through the open door. Therefore, it is not necessary for 
the Government to continue the system of nomination in order to keep 
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them ill power. What I wish to explain to my frien/1, thl mover, is 
that lie knows amd the House knows tliat this Department has very 
lately come into my hand. Since I have taken charge of the ofticO of 
the Minister of Ijocal Self-Government, I have tried to see that most 
of these local Self-Government Acts and Village Self-Government Acta 
are changed, because these Acts were passed years and^’years ago. For 
modern times and modern circumstances, it is necessary that there 
should be a comprehensive change in these Acts. With this end in 
view, the (j^overnment have appointed a Siiecial Officer y^lio is already 
going into the question, and I am sure honourable members and the 
House are aware that circulars have been issued as also questionnaire 
to different local bodies inviting opinions on such questions as nomina- 
tion, adult franchise and certain other allied matters. 

j 

Mr. LALIT OMAN DR A DAS: Is there anything about commuiial 
electorate P 

The Hon’JhIe Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

'i’hat is (juite a dilferenl malter altogether. 

In reply to the circulars and questionnaire issued, Government 
have been receiving replies which are .so varied and so different from 
one anothei ! Moreover, all the rejdies have not yet Iveen received. 
As regards the question oF nomination, personallly .speaking, my 
honest opinion is ihat it .should be given ii]> altogether. Thou^ it is 
my per.sonal o})inion» yet all the other sections of the Hou.se, especially 
the minorities, should have their own -say. So, it is absolutely essential 
til at (iovenmieiit should get the opinion of all seetioirs of the ])eople 
and then only they should come to conclusions. As I said, it is not 
an easy task. It has got hundreds and hundreds of sections. The 
honourable member (ainnot expect the Government, I mean the 
Minister-in-eliarge, to bring up a comprehensive Bill all at once. But 
1 can assure him that several of these Bills would be coming up before 
the House in July, and some others may come up in the session after 
July. I can assure the members and the House that this motion of 
mine is not meant to have recourse to any dilatory tactics, nor should 
it be misunderstood that I wish that this Bill should be killed. What 
T want to say once again is that Government is really siiltere and 
earnest about the matter and is going to bring these amending Bills 
very soon before the House. With this assurance, Sir, T would request 
the honourable member to accept my amendment. If not, I shall have 
to oppose his amendment for reference to a Select Committee and 
reque.st the House to accept my amendment for recirculation. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: That the Bengal Local Self- 
Government (Amendment) Bill, 19J7, be re-circulated for' the purpose 
of eliciting opinion thereon by the Jlst December, 1940. 
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Mr. kAoeR BAksH: Sir, in my Immble opinion resolutions 
should be brought forward for the purpose of abolishing the present 
practice of nominations, — ^not on the ground which my honourable 
friend has adduced but on the ground that in this democratic age 
nomiifations are, an anachronism. I strongly resent the remarks of ray 
honourable friend opposite. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: 1 withdraw them. 

• 

Mr. KADER BAKSH: My liononrable friend has suggested that 
through the back-door of nominations undesirable persons get into 
local bodies, etc. lie may have some personal grudge as regards this 
system of nomination, but since a clear assinance has been given (by tlie 
IJoirble Minister in (duirge, in the course of wliich he has dealt with 
alf the iminis raised by Mr. Kabir. 1 would only lequest my friend not 
to press liis motion but to withdraw it. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: The question before Ihe House is; that the 
llengaJ Local Self-Government (Anurndmeiit) Bill, llh‘17, be re-circulated 
for tile purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the dlst December, 
1940. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Bengal Shop Prices Regulation Bill, 1938. 

* Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Mr, President, Sir, 1 be--- to move that 
the Bengal Sliop Prices Begulation Bill, 19d8, be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hoii’ble Minister in cliarge of the Commercg and Labour 

Department, 

(2) Khan Balmdur Ataur Kahman, 

t-f) Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan, 

(4) Khan Bahadur S. Fazal Ellahi, 

(b) Mr. IVaresh Nath Mookerji, 

(()) Mr. H. P. Poddar, 

(7) Baja Bhupendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur, of Nashipur, 

(8) Rai Sahib Jatindra Mohan Sen, 

(9) Mr. D. J. Cohen, 

(10) Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid Cbowdhury, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to report by the JOth June. 1940. and that the presence 
of three members shall constitute a quorum. 
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Well, Sir, this is a ver^' simple Bill, and the general principle 

underlying it has already been accepted by Government, because we 
find that they have already regulated the prices to some extent. I 
would only mention that if this Bill had been accepted earlier, there 
would have been no occasion for the promulgation of Ordinanbes or 
for adopting any special measures, and the object of Government would 
have been served in the course of events. I, therefore, move that my 
motion bt* accepted by tlie House. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Motion moved: That the Bengal Shop Prices 
Itegularion Bill, 19d8, be referred to a Select Committee consbting 
of— 

r 

(1) 'riie HouTilc Minister in charge of the Commerce and Lab(?ur 

Department, 

(2) khan Bahadur Ataiir Rahman, 

(•{) Kl lan Bahiadiir Shaikh Muliammad Jan, 

(4) Khan Bahadur S. Fazal Plllahi, 

(5) Mr. Naresh Natli Mookerji, 

((>) Mr. 11. P. Poddar, 

tT) Baja Bliupendra Narayan Sinha Baliadnr, of Nashiinir, 

(8) Bai Sahib Jalindna Mohan Sen, 

(9) Mr. 1). J. Cohen, 

(10) Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid (Jiowdhiiry, and 

(11) llie mover, 

t. 

with insirnctions to report by the JOth June, 1940, and that the 
l)resence of three members shall constitute a quorum. 

MTe PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the 
Bengal Shop Prices Regulation Bill, 1938, be referred to a Select 
Committel consisting of — 

0 

(1) The HoiTble Minister in charge of the Commerce and Labour 

Department, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Ataur Rahman, 

(3) Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan, ^ 

(4) Khan Bahadur S. Fazal Ellahi, 

(5) Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerji, 

(6) Mr. H. R Poddar, 

(7) Raja Bhupendra Narayau Sinha Bahadur, of Nashipur, 
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(8) SAhib* Jatindra Moban Sen, 

(9) Mr, D. J. Ck)ben, 

(10) Khan Sahib Abdul Hamid Ohowdhury, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instructions to report by the JlOth June, 1940, and that the 
presence of three members shall constitute a quorum. 

(I’he mofion was negatived.) 

The Calcutta Imfirovement (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

• 

Mr. KADER BAKSH: Mr. President, Sir, 1 pray that leave be 
granted to me to introduce the ( alcutta Improvement (Amendment) 
Bill, 1940, 

Sir, my object in bringing a Bill of this luiture is to protect those 
who a<‘tually live in Bengal and on (he soil of Bengal and who are the 
sons of Bengal, for they are not given any facilities to purchase sites 
for residential purposes. Sir, the demand for such sites is very 
great. Those people who have big bank balan(‘es are purchasing all 
these sites for speculative purposes and for selling the same at a higher 
bid, T nieian at a higher price. Sir, since yestei*day I had been out 
*for selecting a piece of land for the purpose of a house being bujilt 
thereon for one of my friends. We thought that we could purchase 
one at a cost of 1,200 or 1,000 rupees but tlie demand, the exorbitant 
demand, was no less than Rs. 0,0()<'; ])<‘r rottah. Such s])eculation O'n 
the part of the rich to buy at a lower i*ate and to sell the same at a 
very high rate stands in the way of the middle-class p*eople, who are 
the real inhabitants of Bengal, ])urclu<vsing sites for residential 
purposes. Now, Sir, it is with a view to put an end to, or at least to 
restrict, the unlimited hankering after and desire on the part of some 
selfish people, that the introduction of a bill of this sort is sought. On 
this ground, Sir, T beg leave of the House to introduce this Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is it the pleasure of the House to permit 
Mr. Kader Baksh to introduce the Calcutta Tmpiovement (Amendment) 
Bill, 1940? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Leave is granted by the House to Mr. Kader 
Baksh to introduce the (<alcutta Improvement (Amendment) Bill, 

. 1940. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 
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Tfie Bengal Municipal (Amencftnent) Bill, 1938. 

Rai 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur: Sir, 1 beg leave 
of the House to introduce the Bengal Municdpal (Amendment) Bill, 
1939. As there is little time to make a speech, I siinpFy move it. 

Mr, PRE8IDENT: Leave has been asked by Rai Surendra 
Narayan Sinha Bahadur to introduce the Bengal Municipal (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1939. Is it the pleasure of the House to grant him such 
leave ? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Leave has been granted by the House to Rai 
Surendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur to introduce the Bengal Municipal 
(Amendment) Bill, 1939. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

Rai 8URENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur: Sir, I heg to 
move that the Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1939, be referred 
to a Select Committee 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: What i,s the luuiiber of this motion Y 

Rai SURENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur: It is No. XXOi, 

Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I see yon want to have this motion of reference 
to a Select Committee dis(‘ussed now. It is the convention of this 
House not to allow two motions on the same Bill on the same day. I 
am afraid, you cannot move it now. 

Order, order. Tlie (Viuncil stands adjourned till 2-15 p.m. on 
Monday, the 26th February. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 3-15 p.m, on Monday, the 36th 
February, 1940. 
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Members Absent: 

's» 

I’he folltiwiuft' iiieniberK were iiliseiit frtim the meeting' held on the 

23rd February, 1940: — 

♦ 

(1) Khan *Bahadur Naziiuddin Ahiuad. 

(2) Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

(3) llai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Bailor ji. 

(4) Hai Bahadur Maiiiiiatlia Nath Bose. 

(5) Mr. Iluniayun Beza Chowdlniry. 

(6) Mr. Ban kiln Chandra Datta. 

(7) *Mr. Narendra Chandm Datta. 

(8) Khan Bahadur »S. hazal Fllahi. 

(9) Khan Bahadur Saiyod Muazzainnddin IJosain. 

(10) Mr. Mohanied H ossa in. 

(11) Khan Bahadur Syed Muliaimnad (Ihaziul lliiq. 

(12) Klmii Bahadur Maiilvi Muhammad Ibraliim. 

(13) Maulana Muhammad Akram Khan. 

(14) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

(15) Mr. II. G. G. Mackay. 

(16) Mr. J. B. Boss. 

(17) Mr. Sachi'iidra Narayan Sanyal. 

(18) Eai Sahib Indu Bhusan Sarker. 


B. G. Pre8s-1939-40-l3547A-750. 




THE BENGAL LEGISLATl^^ COUNCIL DEBATES. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Buildings, Calcutta, on Monday, the 26tli February, 1940, at 2-15 p.m. 
being the fifth day of the First Session, pursuant to section 62 (2) (a) 
of the (Tovernment of India Act lOdo. 

Present: 

Mr. President (ihe Hon'ble Mr. Satyendra Chandra Mitra) was 
, in ihe ( 'hair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Progress of Moslem education. 

20. Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN (on 
behalf of Mr. Nur Ahmed): (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Kdiioation Department be pleased to state if it is a fact that 
while on 1%e 21st March, 19d2, there was an increase of 297,835 
Moslem pupils in Bengal, on the same date in 1937 the increase was 
only 218,420 P Is it a fact that the Hindu and Christian pupils showed 
comparatively greater increase during the same period ? 

(b) Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state if he has made any 
enquiry into the cause of this sudden set-back in the progress of Moslem 
education ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps he has 
taken or intends to take to accelerate the pace of Moslem education in 
Bengal ? 

(d) What is the number of scholarships and stipends that are granted 
by the Government in Bengal? Of these, how many are exclusively 
for Moslem students? 

(e) How many new scholarships and stipends have been created for 
Moslems by the Government for encouragement of Moslem education 
in Bengal? 

(/) Has the Government of Bengal given effect to the recommenda- 
tions of the Moslem Education Advisory Committee regarding scholar- 
ships and stipends? If not, why not? When is the Government’s 
resolution on the Eeport of the Moslem Education Advisory ('ommittee 
efcpected to be published? Why has it not been published so long? 

10 
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The Hon'ble Sir BIJQY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on /behalf of the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziui Huq): Steps have been taken to collect the 
information wliicli, I regret 1o say, is noi yet ready. 


High cost of education. 

21. Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN (on 
behalf of Mr. Nur Ahmed) Z (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in cbarf^e of 
the Education Depiariinenl aware lliat tlu* hi^b cost of education has 
b(‘en cau.siao' hardshi]) to tho poor and middle-class people of B'enf^al^ 

(h) Will tluf ITon’ble Minister he jileased to staie what measure he 
has taken or intends to take to reduce the cost of education in Bengal 
and to increase the percentage of expenditure on education from Govern- 
ment and Tiocal Self-Governing sources? 

The Hon’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): Steps have been taken to collect the 
information which is not ready. 


Moslem education. 

22. Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN (on 
behalf of Mr. Nur Ahmed): (a) Will Ihe Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Education Department be pleased to state what steps he has taken 
or intends to take to a(*celerate the pace of the education of Moslem 
students for the 1 (earned professions? 

(h) Is it a fact that there is no hostel for Moslem girls in any 
mufasful town o f Bengal? If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he iniends to make satisfactory arrangements for the accom- 
modation of IMoslem girhs in big towns, such as Dacca and Chittagong? 
Tf noi, why not? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FazIul Huq): Steps In ive heen taken to collect the 
information which, I regret to sa\ , is not yet ready. 

Needs of Moslems in educational matters. 

23. Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN (on 
behalf of Mr. Nur Ahmed): (^7^ AVill tlie Hon’hle Minister in charge 
of the Education Departnumt he pleased to state if his attention has 
heen drawn to various resolutions passed during the All-India Moslem 
Mdiu'ational (\)nfereuce held in Calcutta, during last Christmas holi- 
days regarding various needs of Mo.slems in matters edncational? ' 
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(h) If so, what are those resolutions, anti how far does the Govern- 
ment intend to give eifeet to them or to any of them? If not, why not? 

{c) Is it a fad that a resolution recommending establishment of two 
Senior Miadrassahs for girls — one at riiittagong and one at Dacca — was 
adopted in that (hmference? If so, what steps has the Government 
taken or intends to take to establisli a senior Madrassali for girls at 
(diittagong? 

(d) WiM the lloirhle Minister be ])lcased to state how many 
madrassahs have been started in llejigal for the education of girls, u]) 
t(' this time, and of these, how many are junior madrassahs and hoAv 
many are senior madrassahs and how much does the Government spend 

a year for tlieir maintenance? 

• 

• (e) Will the llon’lde Minister be ])lease(l to state what is the total 

number of vernacular training schools for ^loslem girls in llengal and 
how many girls w^ere trained in these institutions in the years from 
rxfi) to 1*989? 

(/} Is it a fact that the (lovernmcnt has decided to start a vernacular 
training school for girls at (8iitlagong? If so, w^hen will the school 
actually ])e started at (diittagong? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Huq): Steps have been taken to collect the 
information which, I regret to say, is not yet ready. 


Secondary education for girls. 

24. Khan Bahadur REZZAQUL HAIDER CHOWDHURY: (a) 

Will the flon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Di‘partmcnt he 
pleased to state what- is the total annual expenditure under the head 
“Secondary education for girls” in Ihmgal. district by district? 

(/j) Arc there GoNcjnmcnt girE* high English schools in all the 
distri(*ts in Jleiigal? 

(r^ Does the Government (;onfem]>]al(‘ to liav(‘ a GoNuunmemt girls’ 
liigli English school at Noakliali inijiicdiatcl y ? 

(d) Is the Governincnl aware that a non-Governmemt girls’ high 
English school, jiamed Uma Girls’ High English School, liad beln 
started at Noakliali town in 1984 uilh the aid of piivate charities and 
eontrihutioTis ])y the local bodies? 

(c) IJas the Government coniHbuted any amount for the improve- 
iii**nt and upkeep of the said seliool ? If so, how much and for what 
purpose ? 
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if) Is it a fact that the financial condition of the school is not sound 
and that a representation has heen made to the Government for enhance- 
ment of the monthly grant h 

{g) If so, whai aclion has heen taken on the same hy the Government 
and what is Ihe decision of the Government, if any? 

(/t) Will the lion ’hie Minister he ]»leased to state what is the average 
monthly inc(»Tne and expenditure of the ])rosent (tovcunment middle 
English school at Noakliali? 

(i) Has a represen talion heen suhniitted to tlie Government from 
Noakhali for immediate estahlishment of a fiill-fiedged Government 
girls’ high English scliool at Noakhali, amalgamating the Government 
Girls’ Middle English School with tlie Uma Girls’ High Eaglish 
School? If so, what actioiv has hitherto heen taken in that direction? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Faziul Hliq): Steps have heen taken to collect the 
information which, I regret to saj^ is not yet ready. 

Mr. HUM AY UN KABIR: Sir, are we in undersiaiul tliat this is the 
only stereotyped reply which the Ministry lias go lo give to any question 
that we might put? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; No, Sir. They 
are all ad interim replies, as the honourahle meniher may well realize. 

Headquarters of Noakhali. 

25- Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: {a) Will the Hon hie Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department he pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that in reply to a question regarding the location of the 
headquarters of the Noakhali district, the lloirhle Minister ])romised 
to order the shifting of the ])resciit town to a suitable site after inspect- 
ing in January the dificrent sites suggested to ihe Government? 

{h) Did the Hoirhle Minister go to the locality to see the different 
sites? If so, what is now the decision of the Government as to the 
site where the head(|uarters of the Noakhali district will he located 
and when will it he removed there? 

, MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy); {a) No. 

{h) Does not arise. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Was there no question qsked in 
the Lower House about the Headquarters of Noakhali hy Mr. Harendra 
^ Kumar Sur ? 
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Mr. RhEStoE^IT: Orcl^r, Order. No reference is to be made to 
what hiappeiiied in tlie Lower House. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state^ whether he visited Noakhali for the purpose of selecting: 
a site for the location of the Headquarters of Noakhali? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir, 1 regret 
to say that itilias not yet been possible for me to visit Noakhali for the 
purpose of selection of a site, though I intended to do so. 1 hope to 
do so very soon. 

ReHef to the people of flood-affected areas of Cox’s Bazar. 

26. Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN (on 
behalf of Mr. Nur Ahmed): {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Kevenue Dej>artment be pleased to state if a deputation con- 
sisting of Mr. (Uiang lhaung (/howdhury and others waited upon the 
Collector of Chittagong at Cox’s Jlazar in ]>ecomber, IfKlO, and placed 
before the Collect oi- their pi-ayer for remission of rent and suspension 
of education cess on the ground (»f utter devastation caused in (’Ox’s 
Bazar by the floods of last August? 

{h) If so, has the (loverninent taken any steps up to this time with 
a view to giving necessary relief to the Hood-aft'erded areas of (kix’s 
llazar and other jiarts of Chittagong? If so, wliat are they? If not, 
why not? 

(c) Will tlie Hon ’hie Minister he pleased to state what relief he has 
granted up to this date to the flood-affected areas of Chittagong? Will 
he be pleased to give a detailed aiaaiunt of the same? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: A reference has 
been made to the local otfieers and the information wanted by the 
hon’ble member will la* fnrnisbed in due I'ourse. 

Pnaparation of the electoral roll of the Caloutta Corporation. 

27. Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur, of 
Nashipur (on behalf of Rai Bahadur Surendra Narayan Sinha): 

(a) Will the Honjble Minister in charge of the Public Health an(f 
Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state if it is a fact 
that in the preparation of the electoral roll for the Anglo-Indian Consti- 
tuency of the Calcutta Corporation, persons who were already on the 
roll of the Bengal Legislative Assembly were placed in the General 
Constituency as Europeans without sufficient proof of domicile? 
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(b) Is it a. fact that the (Government has rereivetf cotuplaikts from, 
anionft*st otJiers, the Anglo-Indian representatives’ associations that 
the circular of the Government of Bengal defining ^‘Anglo-Indians’’ 
and “Europeans” was not properly given effect to in the compilation 
of the electoral rolls for the ensuing general elections of ^he Corpofation 
of Calcutta? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY (on behalf of the 
Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca): (a) No. The 

names of the i)ers()ns who were able to adduce satisfactory evidence 
before Ihe Registering Authority in support of their claims to be 
enrolled as A'olers of the Anglo-Indian Constituency of the Calcutta 
(^or])oraiion iii consonance with the definition of the term ^“Anglo- 
Indian” in the (ilalcutta Municipal (Amendment) Act, 1939, were 
entered as such. 

The reports received from the firms in which the persons concerned 
were employed were also taken into consideralion in the preparation 
of the electoral roll of this Constituency. 

(6) No. 


High rate charged per unit of electricity in mufassal towns. 

28. Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN (on 
behalf of Mr. Nur Ahmed): (n) Will the Il()n’])Io Minister in charge 
of tlie Commerce and Labour l)e])arlment l)e pleased to state it he is 
awaie that the high rate charged per unit of the consumption of electri- 
city ill tile mitfasftfl towns of Bengal is causing hardship to the con- 
sunicis of (dcclrical energy and is retarding the progress of local 
industries ? 

{()) Is it a tact I hat in Bilnar and otlno* provinces of India, expert 
Committees were set up to enquire into this matter and that the rate 
per unit of ele(’trical energy has been reduced in accordance with the 
recommendations of these Committees? 

(c) Docs the (joveriimeiit of Bengal intend to set up such a Com- 
mittee to go into tlie (juestion of the high rates charged in mufassil 
towns of Bengal for consumption of electrieity? If not, why not? 

V MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPART* 
ME NT (the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy): (./) A feAv complaints 
have been received so far and in each case of genuine hardship effort 
has been made to reduce the rates. 

(h) I have no official information. 

(c) The matter is under consideration. 
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Kharf Bahilclur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: With refer- 
enoe to answer (b), will the Hon’ble Minister kiiully ask for official 
information from the local officers ^ 


The Hon’We Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: i su])pose tlie honour- 
able member means that 1 should secure the information from Bihar 
and the otlier provinces of India. I shall certainly do i1. Sir, but the 
line on which 1 propo.^e taking** up tlie matter will materially dih'er from 
the line whil^h has been taken by them. 


Damage to crops caused by wild elephants in certain parts of Noakhali.. 

29. Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN (on 

bishalf of Mr. Nur Ahmed): Is the Hon'liJe Minister in charf:»*e of the 
lorest and Excise l)<‘partment aware that wdld (‘lejiliants from tlie 
neighbouriiio’ forests cause considerable damage to the crops sown by 
the villag*ers of the Banskhali thaiia of (Miittagong*, and also kill human 
being’s living within the jurisdiction ot the said thana? If so, what 
st(‘ps hav(‘ l)C(*ii taken by the (government to pr(*vent this recurring 
loss of life and ])ro])crty by wild elephants? 

MINISTER in charge of FOREST and EXCISE DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut): (lovernim nt have no informa- 
tion. 

«> 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Has no 

information been called for from the local Jiuthorities, I nx'an from the 
Collector of the district ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: Sir, thiN much 1 
can inform the lionourable memb(‘r that two sJnknns have been 
appointed and one tracker engaged to kill the ele[)hants. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: Then, am 
I to take it that tliere has beiui loss of life of human lives? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT; No, Sir. There 
has been no loss of life, 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: 1'hen, what i.s the object of 
Government in appointing two Shikaris to kill the elejihants? 

Jhe Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: These elephants cause 
damage to crops. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: It 'is j^st to^kill tli« 
wild elephants so that they may not destroy paddy and other crops. 

Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, of Nashipur: 

Did the Hon’ble Minister get the department concerned ^o enquirer and 
report on the facts P 

The Hon’hle Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: if the honourable 
member puts a s])ef ifi(; question, I will be prepared to ask for and obtain 
the infonnatioii and answer his question. 

Operations of Forest Laws and Rules. 

30. Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIn (op 
behalf of Mr. Nur Ahmed): (v/) Will tlie Ilon’ble Minister in eharge 
of the Forest and Excise Department be pleased to- state in detail the 
measures adopted by the Government of Bengal to give relief to the 
villagers living near the Reserve forests in respect of their grievances 
regarding the operation of Forest Laws and Rules and also of raiyatees 
and licence fees payable by them? 

(h) Is it a fact that the Hon’ble (hief Minister during his last visit 
in January, 1930, assured the people of Fhittagong that he would 
remove their main grievances regarding the Chittagong forest adminis- 
tration? If so, what steps have been taken by Government up to this 
time to implement the Chief Minister’s assurances? If so, what arcp 
they? 

The Hofl’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: I regret that the 
information which requires reference to the local officers cannot be 
supplied within the prescribed period. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN; Has the in- 

formation been at all called tor from the local officers and will it be 
supplied in due course? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: Yes, Sir. 

Excise shops. 

* 31. Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN (on 

behalf of Khan Bahadur Ataur Rahman): Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Forest and Excise Department be pleased to state — 

(a) how many excise shoiis in each district of Bengal and in 
Calcutta have been let out to new vendors during , the' 
financial year 193^40; 
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(b) ho\^ many of the new vendors are Hindus and how many are 

Moslems; and 

(c) what is the averag-e annual income of each of the shop so let 

out in the year 1939-40? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: I regret that it has 
not been possible 1o collect Ihe necessary intorniaiion within the time 
allowed. 

Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; Will the 
Hon’ble Minister kijidly collect the inforination and place it before tlie 
House in due course? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: Yes Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: T think tin expliinntion .'should be added to such 
interim answers. 


The Bengal Tenancy (Third Amendment) Bill, 1939. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, on the 22nd 
of this month, I gave notice of a motion to move for the consideration 
anti passing by this House of the Bengal Tenancy (Third Amendment) 
Bill, 1939, which had been passed by the Bengal Legislative Assembly. 
There was no mention of the date on whi('h the motion woifld be moved. 
I understand that the date has been fixed for the 29th instant. So, Sir, 
may I now move the motion formally with the date inserte^l therein? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I take it that you ])r()]iosc to move tlie motion 
on the 29th. 

The Hon’ble Sir BIIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, T have the 
honour to give notice that in the current session of the Bengal Legisla- 
tive ('ouftcil and on the 29th instant 1 shall move that the Bengal 
Tenancy (Third Amendment) Bill, 1939, as passed by the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly, be taken into consideration and passed, as settled 
in the Council. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Any member desiring to give notice of amend- 
ments either for circulation of the Bill or for reference of the same to 
a Select Coipmittee will plea.se do so by 3 p.m. to-morrow. The Bill 
will bt taken up for consideration, clause by clause, on the 11th March, 
1940. 
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The House will now resiune further discussion on the Budget. 
Members desiring to lake part in the discussion to-day will please rise 
in their places, so that L can ascertain the number of 'members that 
are likely lo speak to-day, tuking into cx)nsiderati()n the amouni of 
time at my disposal. 

(Some members slood in their places.) 

Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; Mr. Fresidenti Sir. will the 
Budget discussion continue to-morrow ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; Then, 1 shall take part in 
to-morrow’s discussion. 

Mr, BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: 1 shall also take part in the 
discussion to-niorrow, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Under the (k)vernor’s Buies, tlie Chair has the 
right t<3 fix the maximum time. Accordingly, I allot 20 minutes for 
each speaker to-day. The Finance Minister will get about an hour 
to-morrow io reply to the i)oints raised l)y the speakers. 

Mr. Huniayun Kabir was in possession ot the House on the last day 
when Iheie was Biulget discoission. and lie will now coniinne his 
speecdi. 


General Discussion on Budget. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; Mr. President, Sir, nnIicu I ua.s speaking 
on tlie Hudget at the last meeting, tlie point at which I lett was the 
consideration whether there was any emergency in Bengal so tar as 
the tinancial position of tliis juovince was conceiiiod. I was suggest- 
ing lo the UoiPble Finance Minister that, far from this being the case, 
we ai’e not suffering from any financial stringency at all in Bengal 
to-day. Exackiy the reverse is the (’ase. T was also suggesting to .the 
HoiiHile Finance Minister that the prices of all raw materials have 
gone up and it is most likely that tliese prices will continue to remain 
high. There has heen an almost unjuei’cdented impetus given to the 
development of the industries in this province, as in the rest of India. 
1 do not know if all members of ibis House know that at present one of 
the largest, if not the largest, blast furnaces in the world has been built 
in Tatanagai. 1 do not know if lionourable nienibers oi this House 
know that we are going io liave in Kanchrapara, one ot the biggest 
locomotive manufacturing concerns, jirobaldy llie biggest in the cwhole 
of the East. Sir, these are merely two indications of the way in which 



BrDGEl DISCUSSION. 


127 


im.] 

the growth/i J bi J iiMustries in this province is going to be accelerated 
as a result of the present Avar conditions in Europe. Again, Sir, 1 
do not know if honourable members of this House know iliat there has 
been an almost unprecedented growth in the development of the arma- 
ments industry in this province. A very large number ot munition 
factories have been started. Of course, there Avas in existence a factory 
in Bengal from before. Its progress has been accelerated and ncAv ones 
have been started, and it is almost inevitable that, Avith the passage of 
time, still mo*e factories Avill be started. In fa(d, if Avar conditions 
continue for any length of time, and from a consideration of the 
situation it seems incredible that the war Avould stop at least before 
a couple of years, it is almosi certain tliat India will find heiself in a 
very advantageous position at the end of the war so far at any rate as 
the heaA^y *industries are concerned. I woiild like honourable members 
of this House to remember that out of the last Great War, the United 
States of America and Japan emerged as the two greatest industiial 
countries of the world. Before that time, it Avas British capital which 
dominated the whole world and it was British industry Avbicb held the 
pride of places. As a result of the last Great War, all the British 
industrial resources, and I he total British ])roductive capacity were 
diverted to the production of armaments only Avith a view to Avinning 
the Avar. As a result of this, dapau and the Uniteil States of America 
forged ahead and built up the position wbicb they enjoy to-day. It is 
almost certain that, as a result of tlie present war, Avhicb as T have 
suggested a moment ago, does m»i show any chance of ending soon 
cdiisidering the belligerents on either side, it is almost inevitable that 
India wfll tind herself in the same position so far as industry and 
tinance are coiK'erned. Therefore, Sir, I ihink that the TIonMde 
Minister in his progiK)stic4ition, in his pessimistic estimate of the 
financial prospect of the f)rovince, is not justified and I would add 
that we do nol expect this sort of pessimistic outlook from him, for 
we have been accustomed to associate with him a great deal of 
optimism and a great deal <>t daring. In such circumst ancles, I ihink 
the Finance Minister c'nn very lightlx take u[) a more enterprising 
jiltitude tlican has actually been done. 

Again, I AA^ould like to draw tlje attention of the lion ’hie Finance 
Mibister#to certain lines by proceeding along wliich the position of the 
Bengal Government can be improved. It is ahoui tw'o years ago that 
in discussing the Budget in this House, I suggested that if Govern- 
menl are looking about lor money tor nation-building tlcparnnents. 
i.e., for primary ediyation, etc., there is a sort of a tax AAdiich can be 
imposed without any undue liardship on the agricifiturists, without any 
undue hardship on the middle-elass pe4)p!e, and whicdi can be paid out 
of the profits of capital. I refer to tlie Jute Processing Duty, on the 
lines of the f'otton processing duty AAdiich is levied on cotton production 
in America. Jute manufacturers in Bengal have certain advantages. 
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They do not have to pay the freight cost and otner incidental charges 
which the mills in other countries have to do. Here there is a possi- 
bility of tapping a source of revenue which will give a large income to 
the Government of Bengal without causing undue hardship to the 
agriculturists and to the middle classes. 

Again, Sir, there were also questions to which I drew the altention 
of the Hon’ble Finance Minister who was then holding the portfolio of 
Labour and Commerce. It is a fact that, Sir, in Bengal to-day we 
have certain advantages so far as the cotton indusitry, the textile 
industry and the heavy chemical industry are concerned. In all these 
industries, Bengal has natural advantages and in spite of that, develop- 
ments along these lines have not gone as far as they ought to have 
done. The present is the time, I think, Sir, when, if Government had 
any initiative, or at least if Government started giving patronage, 
there might have been far greater development along these lines. 

1 am constrained to make one or two remarks with regard to what my 
honourable friend Mr. Uoss has said relating to ihe position of coal 
iniiies in Bengal. It is a well-known fact that there is such a colos^^al 
wastage of the resources of the |)rovin(‘e with respect to coal at the 
present moment on account of uneconomic mining that it is a standing 
scandel. Speaking from memory, 1 believe that the average loss to 
the province per day is in the neighbourhood of about Its. lo lakhs. 
That is the average loss to the province on ac(‘i)unt of the uneconomic 
and uns(dentific. way in whi(*h the (‘oal wealth of the province is being 
exploited, in fact, Sir, even tliose who are casual observers, those who 
travel along the mines, have noticed the way in which even the sniaB 
coal mines are coming into o])eration ever since the war began. There 
is no proper plan for the use of the coal resources of the province. 
There is no attempt to carbonizing the coal and using it in a scientific 
manner by conserving the resources and distributing the energy from 
the pit-heads themselves. The old Itlth (‘entiiry methods are being 
followed in the province with an eye to immediate profit, but without 
any regard whatsoever tt> the ultimate benefit of the province. This 
has become a scandal. Here again, I think. Government have a duty 
and also a field which they can tap with profit. 

These are some of the suggestions with regard to the soitrces which 
the Government may very profitably tap in order to contribute to the 
nation-building departments of the provimw. But, Sir, before that, 
we have to be convinced of one fact, namely, that the money so derived 
will be utilised for the nation-building departments. That is a point on 
which we on this side of the House and I think from the speeches which 
we have heard from the other side of the House, they also do not feel 
quite confident. We have on many occasions seen money appropriated 
for nation-building departments. In 1938-39, large suhis of money 
were given for malaria-control or for public health and for other utility 
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concerns^ but Ihat money was not utilised. This point has been made 
by more than one speaker and I do not like to dilate upon that. That 
this large sum of money which has been appropriated for a particular 
department, hSs not been utilised does not reflec't (‘redii upon the 
Ministry, upo^ the planning power of the Ministry and their executive 
capacity to carry through such plan. This point, 1 hope, the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister in particular and the Cabinet as a whole will remember 
when they make their plans for the current year. It was possible for 
the former Finance Minister to say and in fact he has already said that 
the Finance Minister could not conti-ol the expenditure. It was for 
him only to plan the budget and this planning was the result of the 
suggestions which be received from his colleagues. I think the present 
Finance Minister cannot offer even that plea. I think it is no 
l^xaggeration to say that the present Finance Minister is almost half 
the Cabinet. The number of portfolios he is carrying on is probably 
more than any HonHi'ie Minister can possibly be burdened with. In 
any case, since he has taken charge of so many portfolios, it does not 
lie with him to say that the money could not be spent on account of 
failure of any individual Minister concerned. 

Again, Sir, there are certain other items in the present Budget to 
which I feel that one must draw the attention of this House. The 
Finance Minister has complained that there is a general stringency so 
far as the financial position of the province is concerned, but at the 
same time he provides for expenditure on certain items which could 
• very well wait — I may first mention the expenditure (ui (b’vil Works, 
but I do not want to offer any comment on them at this stage. It may 
be that some of the civil works are urgently ne(*essary, but there are 
others which might very well wait. I would draw attention to two or 
three cases of unprofitable expenditure. First of all, tl^ere is reference 
to the money to be spent f(»r air raid precautions. I do not know what 
is the bogey against which the present Cabinet of Bengal seek to set up 
air raid precautions. Who is going to raid India Who is going to 
raid Bengal F Where are the centres Anybody who has the least 
idea of geography of the world and the position which Bengal occupies 
in the map of the world will be readily (mnvinced that there is not the 
slightest chance of any attack from the air so far as Bengal is concerned. 
Any apprehensions on this score would be far-fetched. Anti air-aid 
arrangements might have been made in the Frontier or the Punjab, 
but so far as Bengal is concerned, I think the money which has been 
appropriated for ^r raid precautions is entirely wasted, and particularly 
when there is that financial stringency to which the Hon’ble Minister 
refers. 

Then again, Sir, there is a large grant to the BratacFari. I do not 
understand, Sir, why Ks. 50,000 should be given to Bratachari move- 
ment when there are so many other movements which are in need of 
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money. 1 think a lot of (liscussion has taken place ii^ anoilier placjB 
with regard to ihe money which was withheld from the Vis wabharati ; 
^ind yet in this year’s budget money has been provided for Bratachari 
movement. I must confess that I am not an unqualified admirer of 
Bratachari. There are certain aspects in which the Sratachari move- 
ment has done very good work. But there are other aspects in 
Bratachari which cannot command the interest or enthusiasm of many 
•members of this House. In any case, though there are good things 
in Bratachari, there are still better things wliich are ako in crying 
Jieed of funds. Are we to understand that the grant of Rs. 50,000 
to Bratacdiari is a question which is more important than an additional 
Rs. 50,000 to primary edu(‘ation or to secondary edu(‘ation or even, to 
the provision of scliolarslii]> for ^tlldellis in schools and colleges'^ 1 
dhink, therefore, that this grant of Rs. 50, 000 to th.e Bratachari, even 
if it were justified at some other times, cannot be justified by any 
means at the present juncture, when the Finance Minister himself 
complains that there is a financial stringency in the province. 

1 would like to draw the attention of the Hon'h1(‘ Minister to tin* 
revival of Settlement operations in two districts. £ think it was only 
last year or the year before that Re visional operations were gnspended 
in more lltau otic district in Bengal and tlie idea of rent‘wing litis 
Settlement for the lime being was dropped. We are told that last year 
and the year before we had finani'ial]> prosperous \ears. If ai ihe 
time of prosperity the proposal for Revisional Settlement was dropped 
on aeeonnt of nioiiey which could not ht' expcnided in carrying thei^ 
through, what justification is there tor n^viving it to-d;i\ wlimi ilnne 
is financial stringency, according to the report of the Finance Minister 
liimself 

Again, there is the ({uestion of Brahoiniie tk>llege lor winch Rs. 
lakhs of good money will be wasted. J have never- concealed niy 
attitude with regard to this. Sir. There is a great demand for 
•expansion of women's education in ihe ])rovine(‘, Init this is not tlie 
•right way of proceeding about that. 

With regard to another institution, where also a large sum of money 
'has already been wasted, I mean the Islamia College, 1 thifik there 
has been a definite iujustii^e to the Moslem community in the^anie of 
Muslim education in Bengal. A very large building has been con- 
structed and a lot of money has been sunk in it, but the 7esnlts have 
been deplorable. Tf instead of this, the total value of that money had 
‘been capitalized and even H the total expenditure* which has been 
incurred on the Islamia College or the Brabourne College had been 
given as scholarsliips to deserving Mnhainmadan students — boys and 
girls, — that would have advanced the cause of education in Bengal far 
more than tlie construction of some edifices like these. I think, Sir,^ 
the Ministry vshould consider seriously whether the money is* not 
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bein^ wasted ^'ij^ilding palatial edifices of this type, particularly at 
|i .time wlien tnere is great need for primary and secondary education. 
\ would put it to the Cabinet it it is not far better to make primary 
Education and ^j^ondary education free tlian to waste a huge sum of 
tubuey by buildling huge edifices for the Islamia College and the 
Brabourne Collie or for any other college of that type. 

I think the Hon’ble Finance Minister cannot deny that the total fee 
fund received from secondary schools in Bengal is Ils. 5 lakhs. If this 
Rs. 5 lakhs he given up by Government it does not very much matter. 
By giving up this lis. 5 lakhs, education in the secondary stage all 
ovjer Beugal otin be made free. I think it is the first duty of any 
ie^upcrijfif Government of the world to make education in the primary 
and secondary stages free, even if they cannot make it free in the 
Ujiiversity stage. 1 would say that it is possible to make education 
free at all stages. We are working towards social reorganisat ion in 
which education would be free at all stages. 11 we cannot make it free 
at all stages immediately, there is no reason why money should not be 
found for making it free so tar as secondary and ])rimar\ stages are 
concerned. Brimaiw and secondary education ought to lx* free. If 
instead ttl spending Rs lakhs on the Brabourne College (and I 
think that the annual expenditure on it will not be less than Rs. 
lakhs every year), it this money had been capitalised, secondary 
education could be made free for the whole of Bengal. That will be 
a very long step forward and would hel]) in advancing the edmnitional 
ij^terest of the province and particularly of Mussalmans and the 
Scheduled Castes who are backward. 

Again, Sir, there is one other feature to which I wish to draw the 
attention of the House in passing, namely, undue preponderance of the 
grant wdiich has been made to two districts w’liich havo been singled 
out, viz., the districts of Barisal and Dacca. We can understand why 
Barisal and Dacca should be favoured in this way, hut at the same time, 

I think, it Is up to the members of this House, who represent not any 
particular district but Bengal as a whede to see that there is no injustice 
between district and district. This is a matter on which I wdll not 
dilatg. it is, we have sufficient jealousies in our province — com- 
munal, ^nguistic and otherwise — and I do not want that district 
jealousies should be added to them. We should not encourage the 
growth of district or regional jealousies within the province. 

Then, there is the question of jute. I wish I could agree with the • 
Finance Minister w^th regard to what he has said in his speech about 
taking pride for the increased price of jute, so far as the agriculturists 
are concerned. If the Finance Minister could really take pride for 
*it, I would, Ijave been the first to congratulate him from this side pf the 
Houi*B. The members of the House would have united in caii^g a 

II 
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golden statue to the memory of the Hon’ble Mr. H.^S.feuhrafcrardy for 
raising the price of jute, so far as the agriculturists are concerned. But 
unfortunately, we find that this is not the case. 

Sir, exactly the reverse is the case. The way in w^ich the Ministry 
is playing with Ordinances has gone against the fundajnental interests 
of the agriculturists. Why is it that Ordinances are promulgated 
immediately after the Legislature has been prorogued.'^ Why is 
it that an Ordinance was again promulgated just before the Legislature 
was going to be summoned? Why is that instead of (X)ming before 
the Houses of ihe Legislature with a prepared plan, with a definite 
scheme for improving the price of jiite, the Ministry is playing and 
tinkering with one of the most fundamental and vital matters affecting 
the economic life of the province as a whole, by promulgating the Jute 
Ordinance just before the commencement of this session of the Legisla- 
ture? Now, Sir 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Your time is up. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR; May I just have five minutes more. 
Sir, to finish my speech? 

Mr. PRESIDENT • I can allow you two minutes’ time. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: Thank you, Sir. 

Honourable members may remember that last year the Jute 
Ordinance was iiromulgated at a time when more than three quarters 
of jute liad left the hands of the agriculturists, and if there was anyone 
who profited by the Ordinance, it was the middleman. The Ordinances 
of the Ministry have been generally promulgated with a view to safe- 
guarding the interests of the jute mills and the capitalists and also of 
those who speculate on the jute Futures market. Such action on the 
part of the Ministry takes away, whatever claim the Hon’ble 
Mr. Sulirawardy could otherwise have to the gratitude of the agricul^ 
turists. This is a point on which I should like to dilate, but since my 
time is up I have mentioned it in brief and shall now pass mi to the 
next point. 

I should like to close my remarks on a more pleasant note and I 
would like to congratulate the Ministry on two items of the Budget 
where, I may say, there is definitely good work shown on the part of 
the Ministry. The first is with regard to the department with which 
the Hon’ble Mr. Sulirawardy himself is concerned, viz., the question 
of price control. Here, the work of the Ministry has really been good. 
The promptness with which he took measures just after the war was 
declared, deserves the commendation of the members of *^the different 
sections of the House, and I think he will have it in plenty. 
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The o^^^lier j^bin* to which I want to refer to is the larger provision 
for public health, viz., TJ lakhs for rural water-supply, 5 lakhs for 
quinine, lakhs for anti-malaria and lakhs for Kala-azar. These 
are very promising no doubt, but I would like to ask the Ministry in 
all seriousness: “Are these only paper provisions or are they really 
going to be use*d?” Sir, two years ago we had Rs. 2,20,000 provided 
for anti-malaria work but out of that only Rs. 07,000 was spent and 
over a lakh and a half remained unspent. Does this mean that malaria 
has departed* from Bengal? That cannot be, because there is a hand- 
some sum provided for it again. I hope that the Ministry is serious 
about the puMic health of this province now, and will carry out the 
schemes for which they have made increased provision in tlie next year’s 
Budget, and would be able to tell us when they come before the Council 
next yedi*, that “by spending more, the public health of Bengal is in 
a better condition now than it was before”. 

Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, of Nashipur; 

Mr. President, Sir, we must express our deepest thanks to the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister for the hard labour he had to put in in compiling the 
Budget for the next year. It is known to the House — and no one can 
deny it — that to prepare a Budget for the whole of the province is no 
easy task and it reciuires brain, labour ami at the same time a grasp of 
the whole situation. The Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy has been in office 
for only a few months and we must give him the credit that during 
4his short period he has been able to grasp the situation and present this 
Budget in this House. Not only that. He has, in addition to his port- 
folio of Finance, other Departments also. Sir, in the course of the last 
20 or 25 years, I have never found that the Finance Minister had been 
able to take charge of other portfolios, because “FinanceJ’ is in itself a 
heavy onough work. That in spite of other atlditional duties he was 
able to present this Budget reflects not a little credit on him, and I 
must express my deepest thanks to him on behalf of my party. 

Now'^ coming to the details of the Budget, Sir, I am sorry to say 
that the Budget which the Hon’ble Finance Minister has presented 
to this House is not only disappointing but also distressing to the people 
of this* Presidency. 1 wish I could call this Budget colourless — but 
I am sorry to say that it is discoloured. Sir, under the New Dispen- 
sation, the Government of Bengal started w’ith favourable conditions. 
Relieved from the crushing burden of loans to the Central Government 
and blessed with a new source of income for which the Government* 
and the people had been pressing their demand ever since the imposi- 
tion of what is popularly known as the Meston Award, they ought to 
have started on a career of real usefulness. In addition, the Govern- 
'mepjb are getting half of the jute duty. But still they had made what 
may be called a rake’s progress. They have spent every pice of the 
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ample resources placed at their disposal and saddled t£e people with 
new taxes. And this they have been constrained to uo no\ for the 
purpose of accomplishing some comprehensive schemes for the amelio- 
ration of the condition of the people — by effecting spread of education, 
sanitation, irrigation, agriculture or the industries — but for the pur- 
pose of simply carrying on — and that not very laudably — the day-to- 
day administration of the Presidency ! The more they have got, the 
more have they been wanting, their appetite being whetted by what 
they have been feeding upon. 

Though the Finance Minister has expressed some lip sympathy for 
the masses, he has done nothing to ameliorate their lot. He has made 
a passing reference to their hard lot — ‘‘all those in fact who know and 
deplore the conditions in which the ill-educated, ill-housed, ill-fed and 
malaria-stricken sons of Bengal live”. And he has presented a Budget 
which, according to his own confession, “must be a great disappoint- 
ment”. 

Itepeated deficit Budgets in normal years are a confession of hope- 
less failure and must be condemned. 1 purposely call the years normal. 
There has been no devastating famine in Bengal during all these 
years. Many of us remember how in 19^33 the llien Governor of the 
Presidency referred to a new source of expenditure. “The expendi- 
ture”, lie said, “incurred with the authority of tliis House in combating 
various subversive movements amounts to no less than 1121 lakhs in 
threi‘ years”. That sterile expenditure has now been eliminated. And 
yet tlic (Toverninent finds itself in a morass of want. 

The war in the AVest has been made a peg to hang the 
causes of this failure to balance the Budget. But even now we only 
see “through the loopholes of retreat’' — “rampant war, yoking the red 
dragoiis of h?r iron car.’’ The war — undesirable though it is — has 
proved a corrective to the economic depression, — the effects of which we 
had been feeling in Bengal, — by increasing the price of jute which is 
the chief money crop of the people. The Hon'ble Finance Member 
has warned us that with the end of the war will come another 
depression and the world must l>e pre]>ared for it. It is, therefore, 
doubly necessary to put by something for that rainy day — by seizing 
the opportunity the war has brought in its train. Beading the Budget 
from cover to cover, one finds no attempt to utilise that opportunity, 
though “there is a tide in the affairs of men” which has to be taken at 
the flood if it is to lead on to fortune. 

I cannot help referring to one strange fact that emerges from the 
statement made by the Finance Minister. “Savings to the extent of 
ten lakhs occur under the head “Medical and Public Health owing to 
the time required for working out details of some large projects for 
which lump provisions were included in the Budget. The Irrigation 
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Budget Allows saving of nearly four lakhs owing mainly to non- 
utilisation of the provision for the Waterways Board.” In a 
Presidency Vhich cries aloud for medical relief and provision for the 
improvement of public health and which is sadly neglected in the 
matter of irrigation, should not the Ministers feel for having failed to 
utilise the money provided for in the Budget for these purposes? 

The worst feature of the Budget is the threat held out rej>eatedly to 
impose fresh taxes. The Finance Minister has been constrained to 
admit that the closing balance he expects to show for 1940-41 will be 
only 72 lakhs, i.e., only ‘Jd lakhs above tlie minimum balance that must 
be maintained with the lleserve Bank and in the treasuries and there 
had been occasions during the financial year wdiich is closing “on 
^'hich the balance of the Reserve Bank threatened to fall below the 
prescribed minimum and temporary advances had to be taken from the 
bank.” This is an indication of a precarious existence for a Government 
and it was seriously thought if a loan should not be resorted to. 

Already we are saddled with fresh taxation and we are threatened 
with more. The methods have not yet been decided upon. The actual 
bite has not been felt, but the bark is there. The Finance Minister 
has said that he is “now engaged in a survey of the possible sources of 
new’ revenue permitted to Provincial Governments" and he adds, “I 
anticipate that before the end of the year for which I have presented 
th estimates I shall place l)efore the House pro])osals for new’ taxation.” 
^he Finance Minister will not be satisfied with an increase of 5, 10, or 
even 20 lakhs gained by draining the resources of the people almost 
dry. He must have more. “We might increase our revenue by 5, 10 
or perhaps even 20 lakhs by enhancing the rates of our Provincial Tax 
Acts, such as the Entertainment Tax, the Electricity Duty, etc., but 
the time has conie when it is essential, if we are to pursue the pro- 
gramme that we have set before ourselves, to select one or tw’o fields 
upon Avhich to concentrate and having made that selection to come to 
you w’ith new’ taxation proposals that will give us the necessary 
resources.” 

Wl^t, Sir, is the ])rogramme that the Ministers liave set before 
themselves? The work that has been done has only disappointed the 
people. In this connection, 1 would like to remind the House that the 
proposal for an Entertainment Tax was first advanced by Mr. Biss in 
his Primary Education Report. He made the suggestion that the^ 
proceeds of such a tax should be ear-marked for expenditure to be in- 
curred to make primary education in the Presidency free and com- 
pulsory. When the tax w’as actually imposed after the inauguration 
of the Montagu-Chelmsford Constitution, the non-official members of 
the 'Bengal Legislative Council insisted upon the proceeds being spent 
on nation-building work. To-day not only are the proceeds swallowed 
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up to meet the ordinary expenses of the day-to-day worfc of administra- 
tion, but we are threatened with the tax being increased. 

I am sure, Bengal will protest against the inequity of fresh taxation, 
and any proposal for imposing a new tax or for increasing those exist- 
ing will be turned down by this House as being detrimental to the 
true interests of the people whom this House represents. I am ready 
to concede that large sums will be needed for comprehensive schemes 
for education, sanitation, irrigation, etc., but unless aiyl until such 
schemes are taken in hand there can be no justification for fresh 
taxation. 

As this House is not competent to deal with financial matters, I 
will not go into the details of the Budget Estimates but will draw the 
attention of the Hon’ble Minister to certain items of expenditure. 

I am glad 1o find that some attempt has been made to develop the 
nation-building departments. I would like that more money be pro- 
vided under the following heads: — 

Under the head Education no attempts have been made for the 
encouragement of Sanskrit Learning. 

The granis of doles to the Sanskrit Association have been reduced 
instead of being increased. Unless the Government pay attention, the 
old classical languages will die out in no time. It is the right time 
that these be patronised and be saved. 

Under the head Medical more provision should have been made fo^ 
dai training. One can avoid disease by imparting education to these 
people, but infantile mortality will remain if our dais be not trained. 
In this connection, encouragement should be given to the Unani and 
Ayurvedic lines of treatment also. 

Thirdly, under Public Health I find that only 7^, lakhs of rupees 
has been set apart for water-supply. The supply of pure water is most 
essential for health. Most of the diseases are due to >vant of pure 
water. Under the circumstances, it is highly desirable ^that more 
money should be provided for the supply of pure water by sinking tube- 
wells and other wells. 

Again, only half a lakh of rupees has been provided for mi»ternity 
and child welfare centres. At least one lakh should be provided for 
these beneficial works. 

Then comes the Industries Department. The cottage industry as 
*w'ell as middle-sized industries should provide employment to the 
surplus agricultural population whom the land cannot support. It is 
known to the House that the agriculturists who live on the profit of the 
land remain idle for at least 6 months in a year and have no employ- 
ment to take. By developing the cottage industry these men can be 
employed. We do not know what primary recommendations the 
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industria!^* surv^j’ committee have made, but whatever might be the 
recommendations I would like that some of their recommendations 
should be accepted and should be carried into action. With these words, 
I conclude my remarks for the present. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY: Before I begin my speech on 
the Budget I would like to ask the Finance Minister wdiether he has 
submitted any explanation to you, Sir, of his absence for wliich we lost 
a day. I do not know whether he has submitted any explanation to 
you; but considering the shabby wav in which this House has been 
treated, I. hope it would be in the fitness of things if he offers an 
explanation. 

At the outset, I would like to make it clear that after such a scatliing 
s^utiny of the Budget by my honourable friends Dr. Radha Kumud 
Mookerji and Professor Humayun Kabir, I do not think I would have 
that amount of audacity in me to make further comments, but I would 
like to emphasise with all the force that I command that any further 
taxation as is proposed by the Finance Minister on the people of this 
province would be inequitable, unjust and cruel, specially in the pre- 
sent economic condition which we are now passing through. Taxation 
will only further aggravate our misery and (iovernment will be charged 
with teaching the people dishonesty and corruption, be(‘ause they will 
try to evade the taxation and take to underhand means to escape 
this galling imposition. I am not against a fair and just taxation, 
f>rovided the entire sum so derived is spent for the benefit of the 
people of this province. In England, the taxation is much higher than 
in this province, but there the people do not try to evade it or grudge 
paying it because they know that the entire amount they pay by way 
of taxation goes for their own benefit and has not got to be shared by 
a Central Government or anybody else. Our Government should exert 
and employ all available means to get the financial award revised so 
that Bengal may get a legitimate share of the revenue she earns from 
the C'entral Government in the shape of Income Tax, Customs and 
Jute Export Duty. 

In this connection, I would like to make a ([uotation from the 
Arabia# Nights which seems very proper. The quotation is: — 

“For others these hardships and labours we bear, 

For their ’s is the pleasure and ours is the care. 

Like Uie bleacher who blacketh his brow in the sun 
To whiten the raiments that other men wear.” 

We are only blackening our skins, w’e are only washing the linen 
‘and, others* are getting the benefit of our taxes. Sir, although there 
exists a Marketing Officer and wdth all the facilities, there does not 
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seem to have been any development in this line. I^am inclined to 
believe that because a non-Bengali has been placed in charge of this 
department, things are not moving in the same way as they should. 

As regards rural rer‘(mstruction, much headway ha:^ not been made 
in spite of the Finance Minister’s glowing speech. Rural areas are 
vital centres for the growth of a nation and cannot in any way be 
neglected. Within rural reconstruction, I would like to include our 
educational improvements also. They should also have received a 
further grant. 1 (‘annot help repeating that instead of taxation and 
starving ourselves or drawing upon our reserves we should demand 
from the Government our legitimate dues for our own salvation. 

Mr, KADER BAKSHs AVe have been given a few days’ time for 
the general discussion over the next year’s Budget; but without any 
control either to shape its policy or to alter any of the estimates, we 
cannot feel encouraged to take any very a(‘tive part in the discussion. 
The Hon’ble the Finance Minister has given us a defi(*it Budget in 
spite of the fact that on the whole the ])resent economic outlook of the 
province is brighter than it has been at any time during the last ten 
years. He has drawn upon the balances to meet the day-to-day and 
almost ordinary routine expenditure of the province, thus redmdng the 
closing balance to its minimum. He has told us that owing to a deficit 
Budget and also as a precaution against the slum]) that must inevitably 
follow the conclusion of the war, he has avoided making any ne\\ 
commitments, to propose any new long-range schemes likely to involve 
the finances of the province in recurring expenditure. According to 
his own estimate, the Revenue position of the province is unsatisfactory 
and the developments of the nation-building departments must wait till 
the income can be increased and for this he has asked us to be ready 
for the imposition of new taxation. T do fully appreciate his diffi- 
culties and limitations due to the inelastic nature of the sources of 
revenue, but he has not given us any idea nor has he suggested any 
steps that should be taken for creating the capacity in the people to 
bear the burden of further taxation. T can assure him that we are ever 
ready to be subjected to further taxation, provided thero is a 
corresponding increase in our income to take up any ameliorative 
measures cahmlated to increase the wealth of the province. AYithout 
this, all proposals of new taxation would not only be unjust but a 
Jblunder. 

Now, I propose to deal in brief with the Budget Estimates on some 
of the heads. First of all, I take up Education. It appears that the 
provision made under this head is most inadequate, especially under 
the head Primary Education. I believe that the first and foremost duty 
of any civilised Government is to make an honest attempt to remove 
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illiterae.^ of tlfe masses in mufassil areas not only for the benefit of the 
people themselves, but also for the safe and peaceful administration of 
the country! Their ignorance, their innocence, their utter helplessness, 
to distinguish between what is for their good and what is not, due to. 
want of educaition, have always been taken advantage of, rather 
exploited by some designing people not with a view to bring them any 
relief or redress but to spread disaffection between communities and 
communities, between different interests and sections of the people, and 
also to create a spirit of lawlessness in the masses with the final object 
of bringing the Government into hatred. I can (*itc an instance from 
the Kisan movement in my own district of Dinajpur and also in 
Jalpaiguri. These ignorant people were led to believe that with Jaihis 
in their* hands and by holding meeting and by utterring communist 
slogans they will be able to achieve their ends. This irreligious, 
immoral and irresponsible movement will Ik‘ creative of much mis(*hicf 
in the country. To combat all these, the only weapon is to educatf> 
the masses. Therefore, my earnest ap})eal to the authorities would 
be to ])rovide sufficient funds — the entire amount of th<‘ jute 
export duty — to give immediate effect to the s<*heme of compulsory free 
primary education throughout the province and if need be to be supple- 
mented by levy of Cess. 

Tender the head Education, 1 find a provision of half a lakh of rupees- 
for the Bengal Bratachari Society. Sir, without entering into the 
jnerits and demerits, utility or otherwise of this movement, I must make* 
bold to say that this movement must wait till the solution of the 
questions of primary education, water-sup})ly and sanitation in rural 
areas. 

Next I take up Irrigation. On my own behalf and t)n behalf 
of North Bengal 1 express sincere gratitude to the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister for at last attending to this much-needed problem of 
that huge but neglected part of the j)rovince. Better late than never. 
The vast area beginning from the north of the town of Dinajpur and 
extending to the w^est to the border of the province of Bihar and right 
up to the foot of the Himalayas to the north known as the “Parti’* 
can be ^lade fertile and productive with the introduction of Irrigation 
projects there. I shall most humbly request the Hon’ble Finance^ 
Minister to begin this contour survey in the districts of Dinajpur and 
Jalpaiguri immediately. My honourable friend, Khan Bahadur 
Mukhleswar Rahman, made a suggestion about such a scheme in his^ 
Budget speech last year. 

Now, with regard to the Medical Budget, Public Health and Rural 
Reconstruction, I must thank most heartily the Hon’ble Finance- 
Minister for providing a sufficient amount for the improvement of these- 
heads. 
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With regard to Jute Survej% I have one word to say. Rsi. 7 lakhs 
iave been spent and I believe that the amount has not been well speut 
because vast tracts of areas have not been surveyed regular lj\ I believe 
those who were engaged for the survej^ did not go to thosfe areas. 
•Complaints in thousands have come to me, to the Subdivisional Officer, 
to the Collector and other representatives that those people who were 
•engaged in the survey work did not go at all to those areas. Forms for 
putting in objection have gone short. They are not available even at 
9k higher price. This is my personal experience. Sir, and I speak from 
personal knowledge. Then Sir, as there has not been a proper and 
regular survey for the restriction of jute cultivation, I would appeal 
most humbly and most earnestly to the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
and to the Government to withdraw the Ordinance, I mean ,the Jute 
Ordinance, for the current year. Otherwise, Sir, people will he 
subjected to the greatest possible hardships, because the areas have not 
been surveyed, and they will not be allowed to cultivate jute on any 
portion of their lands. It is for this reason that I appeal to the 
Government to suspend the Jute Ordinance for the present year. 

Then, Sir, from a perusal of the Budget it appears that the entire 
activities of the Government have been centred round Calcutta and the 
•districts of Dacca, Mymensingh, and Chittagong. Certainly, Sir, I 
do not grudge this. 

Tto Hon’Me Mr. H. S. 8U HR AWARD Y: There is the contour 
survey of North Bengal. <- 

Mr, KADER BAK8H: Certainly, Sir, 1 agree with the Finance 
Minister. For that Ks. 25,000 has been provided for the next year in 
the Budget with an ultimate provision of 4 lakhs for that scheme. 

Sir, I do not grudge any provision being made for ameliorative 
measures to be started by Government for any part of the province. 
But at the same time, Sir, I cannot help bringing before the Govern- 
ment the dire necessities of North Bengal. I can inform this House, 
Sir, that beginning from the town of Dinajpiir right up to the foot 
of the Himalayas, a long distance of about 100 miles, — for this 
urea there is only one High English School at Thakurgaon. Is^it, Sir, 
at all fair that, if the people have not been able to take steps to educate 
their own children, the Government should be sleeping over their rights 
and their responsibilities? Is it not the duty of Government to 
*^come forward with a helping hand to educate the people in 
those areas where they have hardly got any school? Do they contribute 
less than other parts of Bengal? They do not. The assessment of 
revenue in Dina j pur and Burdwan districts will prove that it is the 
highest in those districts. So, Sir, these districts in North Bengal 
should not have been neglected. We know. Sir, that they are very 
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much potrer than others, and so it is all the more reason why Govern- 
ment should come forward with a view to help these people who are 
backward, who are ignorant and who are illiterate. I do not put forth 
any claim, but I humbly appeal to the Government to take a little more 
care of the people in those neglected areas who are not sufficiently fit 
to take care of themselves. In making this appeal, I once again con- 
gratulate and offer my gratitude to the Hoirble the Finance Minister 
for the provision which he has made for the irrigation of North Bengal. 
With these words, Sir, I conclude. 

Mr. KAMINI KUMAR DUTTA: No doubt, Sir, the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister has liad a very short time at his disposal for tlie 
preparation of the Budget, but the Budget is not the work of one man. 
The Budget really reflects the mind of the Government, the Ministry. 
It is the Ministry which is responsible, for the Budget. And if there 
be any criticism of the Budget, the Hon ’hie Minister should not take 
it as a personal reflect imi regarding him. 

Sir, the present fTOvernnient claims to be the accredited representa- 
tives of the teeming millions of the country and if they wish to have 
this claim justified before the country, the Budget must be of su(‘h a 
character as to redound to their credit. Otherwise, they would be 
liable to condemnation at the bar of public* opinion. 1 am constrained 
to observe that if anything is apparent in this Budget, it is .the lack of 
a human touch behind it. There is absolutely no mind behind the 
Bud get, conceiving well-planned schemes for the development of the 
resources of the country or for uplifting the masses from the morass 
of poverty into wliicli they have sunk and from which they are 
suffering for a long period of time. No doubt, the Budget begins 
with a iireliminary remark. The preface, f mean the statement which 
was handed over to us with this Budget, says that it does not contain 
any spectacular features. 1 must admit that the Budget does not err 
on this side. There is no feature at all in it, whether spectacular or 
non-spectacular. If the Budget reveals anything, it reveals only an 
attempt to save the face, an attempt to white-wash, by some isolated 
doles and grants to national institutions. But regarding that also, one 
has a misgiving in his mind whether those grants would really be made. 
In this misgiving and apprehension, we are fortified by our pa.st 
experience. Grants have been made, grants have been shown in the 
Budget but no administrative sanction was accorded to the payment of 
such grants. Onl\^ a few days back, I myself had to put a question* 
regarding the grant made to the Viswa Bharati in the last year’s 
Budget, and the only reply that could come from the Government was 
that the Ministry was not really in a position to give any reply 
as to whether administrative sanction had been withheld regarding the 
grant. So, when we find that in this Budget, which is absolutely 
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aimless and drifting, there are doles here and there, g'rants here and 
there, we suspect whether they are really intended to be operative, 
whether they are really intended to be given. Not only in respect of 
the Viswa Bharaii, hut also in respect of the grants for the education 
of the Scheduled Castes, for the Waterways Board and for other schemes 
for which provision was made in the last year’s Budget, — because of 
the want of a well-developed scheme Government could not spend even 
the money which was granted in the Budget. This only confirms the 
(Ti’ticism that really what is lacking in the Budget is a well-developed, 
constructive, and a well-planned scheme for the development of the 
country. We can only say that the Ministry should think that it 
d(»es not represent a party but that the Ministry is responsible to the 
whole country. AVhatever might be the electorate from which a parti- 
cular member is returned here, whatever may be the party to whihh 
be owes his allegiance, his first oath and his prime oath is to the people 
of the country and to the country itself, and in framing the Budget 
tlie Ministry should bear that in mind. One is pained to remark 
that this Budget bears ample traces of party pressure and individual 
pressure. There are attempts here and there to ])lacate caucuses. If 
the Ministry is to rise above these back-stairs influences and if the 
Ministry is really to serve the country, then they must prepare a 
Budget which would really advan(‘e the welfare of the country and the 
welfare of the ])oor masses. Much is heard about love for the masses. 
But does the Budget really show that this love is genuine, that there is 
a genuine desire behind this Budget and in the mind of the Administra- 
tion to serve the people!^ The true test of a good Budget is this — whether 
the Budget really reveals well-planned schemes, whether the Budget is 
preparing the country for producing more wealth, whether the Budget 
is providing •\>ays and means for the people to earn more and for the 
people to have more wealth. The present Budget is absolutely nothing 
but — if one may be inclined to call it — a catalogue of doles and grants 
and only a list of the administrative expenses. It seems as if the whole 
revenue is to be spent up in oiling the administrative machinery. But 
what is the utility of this machinery unless it serves the people, unless 
it helps the people in their uplift? Simply running an administration 
is not the object for which really the Government or the Ministry is 
created. And coming to the Budget, if one would look for any sort of 
well-planned scheme, he will be absolutely disappointed. The present 
Government had the experience of three years’ study of the problems 
of the province. So, it is not a case of a hasty Budget or anything 
of the kind. 

The problem of war would not affect us in the least, nor is it being 
waged on our soil. Rather, if the Ministry would be alert and if the 
Ministry would have an alert mind, then advantage ought to be taken 
of the situation created by this great war so that the resources of the 
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country can be intproved, to find out means by which there may be new 
avenues of earning. On the other hand in the Budget we only 
find a dark and dismal picture of an apprehended slump after the war. 
I will not deal with that problem at all, whether the slump will come 
or not. Economists differ as to what would he the after-effects of the 
war ; economists differ on what is or would be the effect of the present 
war on the economy of this country. I will not go into these questions. 
I will not deal also with the inequitable allocation of revenue which has 
been very elaborately and very adequately dealt witli by my honourable 
friend Dr. Mookerji. But simply our bemoaning over that unfortunate 
incident will not improve our position in the least. We must work out 
our salvation by harnessing all the resources available in tlie country. 
We have to work out a new plan so that our (‘ountry may ac(|uire the 
position iof the rich couniries in the world. So, this ex(‘use of the want 
of revenue is no excuse. It is the old excuse that is l)eing put forward 
always by an Administration which has no real imagination, which has 
no real mind and which has no desire to effect any improvement in the 
country. T shall not refer to those minor details which have been 
dealt with already by my honourable friends. The same thing I shall 
not repeat over again, but some of the features of the items T may like 
to deal with. 

While dealing with Education, referen(‘es have already been made to 
Higher Education and Secondary Education, and many of my honour- 
able friends have dealt wdth that aspect. But another aspect whi(‘h is 
often lost sight of, and which is the most important duty of the 
Administration, is the removal of mass illiteracy, a solution for which 
should be found by the (jovernment. Our whole country is steeped in 
illiteracy. 

I do not find anything in the Budget to show Hhat there is .any 
scheme for removing the illiteracy of the luasscvs which is prevailing in 
the country. No means has l>eeii formulated to remove the illiteiacv of 
the masses. So, this education scheme is absolutely wanting in any 
desire really to imjKirt knowledge to the people of the country. I 
find, there is a provision for building halls, tor (instructing buildings, 
but mortars and bricks will not .soothe tlie hunger for knowledge. 
Mortarg and bricks will not really make the i)eople educated, l^eople 
won't get real education in stupendous halls or in big buildings. If 
we want to give real education to the iuasses. we should make provi- 
sion for mass education, we should make provision for having the mass 
of the country educated. There is no provision even for elementary 
education and thei^ are big talks of halls and buildings as if halls and 
buildings would make up for the primary want of making any provi- 
sion for elementary education of the people of the country. 

In dealing with Irrigation, it appears that that is a subject to which 
no Attention has been paid. Irrigation is indissolubly connected with 
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agriculture, esi)ecially in some parts of Bengal. I do not claim to 
know the condition of all the districts in Bengal, but' at least I am 
acquainted with some of the districts in Eastern Bengal where Irrigation 
has become a very imjx)rtant problem. Speaking of my own district 
of Tippera, I can say that a considerable i)ortion of the northern 
portion of Tippera has been reduced to a condition fn which it has 
become almost impossible to grow any crop during the ordinary rainy 
season. It may be due to the construction of the new railways or the 
construction of the new bridges or because of the clearing of jungles 
in the hills. But whatever might be the reason, the northern portion 
of Tippera is being inundated every year with the result that the 
ordinary crops which are grown during the rainy season cannot be 
grown and whole fields lie waste without any chance of any crop being 
grown. Now, if the Government rest content by simply saying, “We 
cannot fight against Nature”, would that satisfy the hunger of the 
people? Would that give morsels of food to the mouths of so many 
hungry people there? From my knowledge of the physical features 
of this i>art of the country, I can say tliat irrigation can play an 
important part there. These jieople have been accustomed for the past 
long years to grow crops in the rainy season, but they would be pre- 
vented from growing crops in that season in that area if provision be 
not made for irrigation. When it apj>ears that on account of change 
in the physical feature in this area it has l)ecome imix)ssib]e for crops 
being grown in the rainy season on account of high flood, there is no 
reason why Government should not come to the rescue of the people 
and also for changing the season for growing crops by making provr 
sion for irrigation. Other progressive countries in the world have 
done it where they thought that it was necessary to fight with Nature. 
They have really defeated Nature by adopting other means. But here 
we find only ^n excuse for sufficient provision not having been made, 
and these people who are not able even to grow their ordinary crops 
have been left to their fate. These problems ought to be studied. 
There is no attempt to study the problem. I had the pleasure to wait in 
deputation on the Hon'ble Minister for Irrigation in connection with 
removing the silt of a certain river near Akhaura which is an import- 
ant centre of trade. I have seen that river myself. Its bed has almost 
become paddy plots and the result is that not only Akhaura has 
ceased to be a trade centre, but the i>eople living in the vicinity of that 
locality would really lose the benefit of river navigation too. These 
subjects ought to be taken into consideration and for that purpose a 
< thorough study ought to be made. 

Connected with it is the problem of agriculture Whenever we find 
that the subject of agriculture is dealt with, there is always a very 
large talk of an agricultural college, new appointments and construc- 
tion of big buildings, as if these edifices would really spread knowledge 
to the rural population of the country. If we read history, we 
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find tha^t countries which had no improved agriculture before 
are now making great improvement. They have established agri- 
cultural ceptres in the rural areas from which the knowledge of 
improved agriculture and the use of modern machinery is being spread 
throughout the country. (The Hoii^ble Mr. 11. S. SniUAWARDY : 
There are also agricultural colleges.) Yes. I beard there are agri- 
cultural colleges, but mere colleges wnll not meet the needs of the 
situation. What is of immediate importance is to have agricultural 
centres in the rural areas, to imi>art knowledge about agriculture, and 
people must l>e taught to have a hankering tor that knowledge. 
People must \ye taught that they should nol think that agriculture 
dej^nds upon the freak of Nature but Uiat improvement of agricul- 
ture also depends ui>on human ability. But wliat do we find here? 
The i>eo^)le of this country think tliat imjuovement of agriculture 
depends upon luck, upon fate and upon the grace of God. This is. 
how the need of agricultural improvement is being looked after. 

While talking of the masses and of the uplift of tlie masses, wfr 
forget an imiKirtant section ot tlie public, 1 mean the bJmhaloy class,, 
the middle-class. Though their sacrifice has been the higliest, though 
they are suffering the most, though they have really brought the 
country to the condition in which we are, though they have really shed 
their blood for the uplift of the country, they are not heard of, as if 
they do not exist, as if they are a class whose problem is not a irro-' 
blem at all before the (xovernment. But the extinction of that class 
jv(^uld noi really he to the good of the country. 

Whenever we have to consider the question of the middle-class, 
the problem of industralisation arises in our mind, because it is not 
possible to feed this hJuK^ralofj class by giving a few billets or a few 
appointments. A vast field of industry must l)e created in the 
country to give scope to this class to earn their livelihood, to utilise 
their energy. If we look to the Budget, we find that industry has 
been given the go-bye. If for giving relief to this class we simply pro- 
vide some money for big colleges, would that really solve the bread pro- 
blem of that im|K)rtant section of the public? If tliat problem is to 
l>e solved, it can only be solved by a real growth of industry in this 
country to which the present administration has not jiaid the least 
heed. So, to w^hatever de|rartment we look, whether it be Education, 
Agriculture or Industry, we find that there is lack of well-plauued 
schemes for the development of the country. 

Sir, a deficit Budget is ipso facto no discredit to a Government af 
all, if Government can utilise the money for the improvement of the 
country. The Finance Minister has been talking of new taxation, but 
before any new taxation is imposed, the country must be satisfied that 
’there is a scheme and machinery to work out the welfare of the- 
country; otherwise new taxation would be nothing but oppression. 
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. Rai 8URENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur: In view of the 
-deficit that he has shown in the Budget, I cannot say it is a prosperity 
Budget, but I must admire the cautiousness that the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister displayed in preparing his estimate for the coming year. 
The war is upon us and there is no certainty about the future. We 
must husband our resources to meet any emergency that we may 
-encounter. But to make up for the deficit and for finding money for 
nny sell ernes for develoinnent of the country, the Hon’ble Finance Minis- 
ter has given hint of his intention of levying fresh taxation. The 
country has not yet recovered from the effects of the acute economic 
depression that set in some ten years ago. Some new taxation 
measures were passed by the liegislature last year and they have already 
<!ause(l some discontent in the country. However, I believe, if the 
sources of revenue already tajuixMl lie further explored and some 
'economy is effected, the amount of deficit can be wijied out without 
much difficulty, nay, some money may be left over for the nation- 
building departments. All these calculations and anticipations have 
now been further jcMipardised by the announcement of the practical 
;abrogation of the Niemeyer Award wilh the expec ted issue of Order in 
Council now passing through the Ibirliament. It is therefore nothing 
hut a counsel of prudence to try to make retrenchment in provincial 
expenditure. 

Coming now to the detailed provisions of the Budget, I think it to 
be my duty to voice public feeling about the absence ol grants for ilie 
VisluMltlfaraii Educational Institution which cannot be too generously 
heli>ed. Jjast year there was a provision in the Budget for granting 
Its. 25,(K)() to that institution, but it was published in the press that 
the sum had not been disbursed. It has to be explaiiUMl by the Hon^ble 
Finance Minister why this was so and why anything has not been 
shown in tho present Budget estimates. The State Faculty of 
Ayurvedic Medicine has been given the paltry sum of Es. 1,000 for 
the first time, though the Faculty is a State Faculty. An inadequate 
sum has been granted for an edition of the M ahahluiraUi now in 
(‘ourse of publication. There is no provision for Rural Health Fnits 
in the Budget for Public Health for the new schemes now jiending 
before Government. A Co-operative Hall is felt to be a great want 
ns a meeting place for co-operative men when assembling in Calcutta. 
Water-supply problem in the districts has not been provided for in 
the Budget. Ixiaii application for water-supply of Murshidabad 
District Board still remains undecided. This is really amazing. 

.T . 

Coming to the local wants of Murshidabad and adjoining districts, 
it is a matter of satisfaction that there will be improvement of the 
Xandi-Sainthia Road via Sultanpur. But the non-utilization of the 
Road Funds up till now in developing the road systems of the districts 
has always been a grievance of the people. The recent floods have 
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thrown up new problems for the district of MurshidabaJ and draining 
out of water-logged areas of Murshidabad are requiied early; a con- 
tour survey ‘of the district has been completed and measuj es are to be 
taken, but I do not find money for the purpose in the Budget. 

Eegarding j\ite revenue and jute ah‘aii*s, I agree with the remarks 
made by the European group. 

The Hon’ble Finance Minister has been faced with difhcult circum- 
stances, but I hope that he will meet them with courage, with tlie co* 
ojjeration of all the parties and individuals. 

Sir, these are the few remarks that 1 have to make in connection 
with the Budget. 

. Mr. LALiT CHANDRA DA8: It is my misfortune that 1 am unable 
to congratulate the Hon’ble the Finance Minister, or, more correctly 
the Finance Dei)artment, for the Budget which has been presented 
for the year HMO-41. 

The exjiected revenue is Id crores 97 hikhs as against an expendi- 
ture of 14 crores 54 lakhs, which leaves a deficit of 57 lakhs, to which 
must be addt*d the defiidt of Bs. lakhs under the heail “CJapital and 
Debt Deix)sit”. 

This is the second deficit Budget since the inauguration of the New 
Constitution in Bengal. The Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy, therefore, 
could point to Mr. Nalini lianjan Sarker and say that Mr. Sarker could 
So no bettor. In fact, the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy went a step fur- 
ther and almost comjdained that the surplus of 1 croro 5d lakhs of 
19d7-dH disappeared in tlie course of the last two years. 

It should 1)0 remembered, however, that the apirarent budgetary 
opuIeiK^e of 19d7-tt8 was due to tlie wiping out of the debt of the Ben- 
gal (lovernment by the India (jovernment and its lil>era] grant to 
enable Bengal to start with a clean slate. It never represented the 
true state of affairs in Bengal. 

In fact, tlie old (Government before the start of Provincial Auto- 
nomy was suffei'iiig for a number of years from deficit Budgets and 
became, indebted to the Central (lovernment to the tune of 8 crores 
of rup(K‘S. The Niemeyer Award iiartially rectified the Meston wrong. 
What, therefore, is most necessaiy for Bengal is to devise ways and 
means to prevent the i hroiiic indebtedness and to ensure what I should 
describe as a prosperity Budget. 

For this the (foverninent’s first and foremost duty is to make the 
]>eople rich and he rich themselves. You must know how to defend 
your own wealth. Jute is Bengal’s monopoly and the export duty on 
Jleiigal’s jute should lielong wholly to Bengal. We desire to know 
what consistent and persistent efforts were made by the Bengal Gov- 
ernment to keep as its own this portion of Bengal’s wealth from being 
12 
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bilched away. And then, Sir, section 138 of the Government '"of India 
Act provides for asignment to the provinces of a share of the net pro- 
ceeds of taxes on income, Bengal’s share of the assigninent in any 
year being 20 per cent. We desire to know whether any effort has 
been made by the Bengal (Government to get at least SO per cent, of 
the income-tax derived from Bengal. Or does the Bengal (Govern- 
ment want to wait without any representation to the Government of 
India for such crumbs as may please the latter to give from the net 
jxroceeds of the income-tax? The allocation to Bengal of these two 
taxes can free this province from deficit Budgets and the local Govern- 
ment should agitate for it. 

While on this ixiint, Sir, 1 should like to urge upon this (Government 
the necessity of nationalizing some of the key industries of* Bengal, 
particularly the Jute industry. The (Government should l>orroV 
money, if necessary, and yet nationalize (he Jute industry of Bengal. 
The huge profits which this industry, which is in the hands of 
foreigners, is inaking should lie an eye-ojienei. Once on the right track 
the (Government of Bengal should never be in want of materials for 
balancing fhe Budget or in want of money for financing the nation- 
building deiiartments. 

True, Sir, the sources of revenues given in this Jjist II of 
Scliedule VII of the Government of India Act, 1935, are few and do not 
offer sufficient scope for I'resh revenues U) meet the increasing needs 
of the jirovince. 

I 

Tax on agricultural income and a sale lax may bring an appreciable 
rise in roccipis, but so long as there are no well-laid plans for ameliorat- 
ing the eondilion of the masses and machineries ready to execute them 
exist and so long as all jKissible retrenchments in administration costs 
are carried out, no fresli taxation should be resorted to to meet the 
ordinary exi>tmses of administration. Bengal mus^ cut its coat accord- 
ing to its cloth. It is regrettable that, without any plan whatever and 
without effecting retrenchments, taxes on amusement, electricity, etc., 
and the most inicjuitous flat tax of Us. f‘10 per head on all income-tax- 
pjiyers were imposed and sjTent to meet the ordinary costs of administra- 
tion. 

I will enumerate some of the directions in which the Ministry ttould 
fry in future to balance the Budget. Ministers should l>egin by 
reducing their own salaries to the Congress standard of Rs. 500 and 
\ thus set an example to others. They should alxilish the posts of 
Parliamentary Secretaries as unnecessary as also the other superfluous 
jobs, e.f/., those of the Commissioners of Divisions, Inspector-General 
of Polii^e,, Inspector-fGeneral of Prisons, etc. I am only enumerating 
some of the posts which might lie done away with without any pre- 
judice or loss of efficiency. The Ministers should give up their exodus 
to Darjeeling and also their freijuent tours to the different parts of 
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the province, which, judKiug: hy the nature of speeches they make while 
on tour and the activities they carry on, do more harm to the province 
th xu good. ^ ^ 

Many of the building works, c.//., combined office and (piarters for 
Sub-Registrars^ who, surely, were not working homeless so long, may 
conveniently be put olf till better days. 

Sir, why slmiild original building works, c./y., construc tion of stables 
and servants’ quarters in the Government ITouse, Darjeeling, reserve 
lor works in connection with Government Houses, reserve for minoi* 
works in connection with tlie Barrackjxne Goveinment House, exten- 
sion of Collectorate buildings at Mymensingh, construction of a 
residem^e tor a Sub-Deputy Collector of Jhargram in the district of 
Midnajmre, reserve for minor works grant of the Commissioners of 
Di\isioiis, w’itness-sheds in civil courts in Bengal, several original 
works for poli(‘e buildings— to mention only a few— be undertaken in 
such a biidgetarv year as this. Mark, Sir, in contrast that the Govt‘rn- 
nient is not stirring itself, even according to the promise of Sir Bijoy 
tf» give the district of Noakhali a district headcpiarters, for the w’ant of 
w’hicli the peoj)le of Noakhali are suH'ering terribly. 

Sir, the maximum yield under Stamps, both judicial and non- 
judicial, amounted to d cu’ores 91 lakhs and 97 thousand rupees in 
19;?9-'J(). It fell off to 2 crores 57 lakhs and 77 thousand rupees in 
19d(S-‘19, and this year it has been showm at 2 c*rores and 05 lakhs c»f 
^up(*es. This downward trend in c*ourt-fee recadpts art* trac*c‘able to 
the j>oIicy of the Government, as n‘vealed in the Agricultural Debtors 
Act, an Act which, without benefiting^ the agriculturists to any aj)preci- 
ahle extent, has killed rural credit through the operation of the Debt 
Settleijjent Boards. A rt'versal of this policy would gi'e Government 
an appreciable rise in the income under Stamps. 

Sir, to one of the questions relating to Settlement Operations, the 
Hon’bb^ Sir Bijoy Brasad Singh Roy replied that Settlement Opera- 
tions would no longer be continued. Sums, however, have been allotted 
for carrying out settlement work in the district of Bakarganj, and out 
of an estimate of over 40 lakhs a sum of 41 lakhs will Ire spent on this 
district. Cannot this sum be saved by stopping all settlement works 
in that district? 

Sir, if my mc'inory serves me right, a good and a round sum of 40 
lakhs was given to^the agric*ulturists last year as loan besides gratuitic*!# 
to heli> them to tide over the ravages of flood and to meet the difficul- 
ties caused by scarcity of money, food, or raiment. That w’as a good 
thing done, Sir, and the agriculturists are now well off. And it a 
determined effort is now made by Government to realise those loans, 
their efforts are bound to meet with success with the result that the 
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Exchequer will be replenished to such an extent that^ toge^er with 
the suggested sources of economy, the Government will find no difficulty 
in making the receipts square with the expenditure, and all fears 
r)f fresh taxation will vanish into thin air, unless, of course, the 
Government is determined to impose new taxes on the specious plea of 
a slump after the war. For ourselves, Sir, we deny there will be any 
such slump. The previous history of the last Great War does not 
wairant any such assumption. But I forget that, with an unreason- 
ing Government, any stick will be found good enough to strike the dog 
with. 

I, however, do not deny the nec'essity of increasing the revenues 
of this province to meet the ever-increasing need for ameliorating the 
condition of the masses and for making' rapid progress in ah nation- 
huilding subjects. But so long as there are no plans and no machinery 
to carry them out, the proposals of taxation must be opposed. As I 
liave shown, no just cause exists for fresh taxation. Up till now no 
well-thought-out plan of work spread over, say, 5 years, redounding 
to the credit of the Ministry has been laid on the table, although the 
Ministers were profuse in their promises of such plans. Such plans 
havt' up till now not materialised. 

Sir, a tendency to earn cheap a])plause without meaning to do work 
should cease. Oftentimes expenditures are shown against receipts in 
the framing of Budgets, and those expenditures are not carried out. 
Eupees 14J lakhs in the Central Fund A(‘(‘o\int and 2 lakhs of Public 
Health, 4? lakhs in the Scheduled Caste Fund A(‘.count could not be 
sj)ent, yet some of our Scheduled Caste friends, simple in their belief, 
cling to the apron strings of the Treasury Bench. 

There are certain unfortunate features in tlie Budget which savour 
of coijjmunalism. The distribution of increased grant in Education 
will prove my contention put side by side with the non-utilization and 
])rac,tical refusal of voted moneys for Smitiniketav and Srhiihetan in 
Bolpur. The party in power standing in the way of expenditure of 
a voted grant gives a dangerous precedent and is a source of embar- 
rassment and an insult to the Legislature. 

Sir, the Government's policy of dividing the Hindus and the 
Muhammadans for the purpose of giving them educational institutions 
and appointments in public services tending to disunity where there 
< ‘should be unity between the Hindus and the Mussulmans is highly to 
be condemned. Jjook to the Budget and the vruhtahization of primary 
schools and some of the higher schools in the province for the children 
and youths, both Hindus and Muhammadans, of Bengal and the divi- 
sion in public services without making efficiency the sole test. All 
these are harmful to the cause of the country and highly to be deplored. 



1940 :] 


BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


151 


Prims^y education is ^ood, but it will l>e prolific of evil if it is 
conducted on communal and relig-ious lines. One of the worse evils 
Indian Nationalism suffers from is the over-emphasis that is laid by 
Indians on religion. 

A Government which is once on the wrong path runs from one 
wrong to another. And so we find that the revenues of the province 
are being wasted in pursuit of a policy of repression. Under the plea 
of war emergen(‘y they are sleadily encroaching upon the civil liberties 
of the people. The jK)lic,y of repression is being continued with in- 
(Teasing vigour. There have been ot late several cases of internmeni, 
externment, of arrests and imprisoniiient of peasant workers, labour 
leaders, students and Congressmen. Not content witli these they have 
fj^llen ujK)n the liberty of the Press also. On its order on the 
“Hindusthan Standard” there were two motions for adjonrnmeiil in 
both the Houses. At that time. Sir Nazimuddin emphatically de(*lar- 
ed that it was a solitary case and for one individual (^ase against the 
Press it cannot be urged that the Government adopted a policy against 
the liberty of the Press. Conceive therefoi*e my surprise when to-day, 
Sir, I got a communication from (Ihittagong that the Government of 
Bengal [Home (Politica'i) Department] by Press Order No. .W>P., 
dated Calcutta, the 27tli January, 1940, served on the edibu* of 
‘‘Deshapriya,’’ Chittagong, a very popular paper, a notice calling 
upon the editor, an estimable gentleman, Babu Cham Rikash Dutt, 
not to publish any matter in *‘])e.shapriya” — mind not merely the 
feading articles as in the “lliudusthaii Standard’^ — before it is sub- 
mitted for scrutiny to the l)isfri(*t Press Adviser in Chittagong. 
Those who were working and earning their livelilKM)d by conducting 
that paper have now been thrown out of employment and that paper 
to all intents and purposes has been gagged. 

We must deplore also the unfortunate mentality of the present 
Ministry*^ which by adopting slowly but surely this policy of repres- 
sion for no just cause is unnecessarily preventing the relefise of some 
lakhs of rupees from the head Jails and Convict Settlejueiits for being 
utilised for the advancement of the people. This they can do by 
giving ^lp their policy of repression and by releasing all political 
prisoners. I think their immediate and unconditioiiji^] releiise under 
the atmosphere prevailing in the province for the past 4 or 5 years 
would be quite justifiable. Instead of doing that the Government in 
pursuit of {heir rejpessive policy are seeking new sources of expendi-^ 
ture hardly justified by the receipts. Nothing untoward happened 
when over 3,000 detenus were released. On the contrary a very large 
sum of money was set free for the welfare of the province. I don’t 
understand why the people are being arrested and thrown back into 
prisons and political prisoners are not being released. 
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In one part* of the speech of the Tfoii’hle ilie Finance Minister we 
read that he deplored the condilions in which the ill-educ4ite(l, ill-clad, 
ill-Iioused and malaria-stricken sons of Bengal live. 

I hope he felt for them as he said, and I trust lie will make the 
growth of chinchona plants in Bengal for the maniifqcture of quinine 
free and will not put any obstacles in the path of the people who c?an 
grow that plant in Bengal and prepare that medicine. This would be 
one way of translating his sympathy into action. And the other way 
would be to spend more for its cultivation in Darjeeling side of the 
Himalayas and arrange for free distribution of quinine in large sctale 
in niaJaria-stricken parts of the province. 

The health (if the people of Bengal as much as the indnsirialisa- 
tion of the province and the removal of illiteracy of the masses are 
Hie real and tine source of (lovernment income. Taihle thfese 
problems and you will have tackled as well as the jiroblems of un- 
employment which is eating into the vitals of the society. 

Rai Sahib INDU BHUSAN BARKER; Mr. President, Sir, as I 
rise to speak on the Budget, I must at the outset offer my sincerest 
congratulaiions to ihe llon’bJe Finance Minister who within so short 
a time of his assumpHoii of this portbdio has been able to take a 
complete grasp of a country’s Budget in all ils intriracies, and also 
for the veiy able and lucid manner in which he has presented his 
Budget. It speaks of no mean achievement on his part. But the 
state fd' finances of the jirovince whicli he has revealed in bis Budget 
stalement has been disajipointing to the jieojile, at it has been to the 
Finance Minister. Provincial Autonomy in Bengal started with a 
clean slate, and by the Order-in-Coumdl giving effect to the Niemeyer 
Avyard subst?antial resources were made available to Ihe Provincia'ii 
Government to take up nation-building activities on an increasing 
scale. But what do we find to-day At the coiu lusion of only tlijee 
years’ working of the new Constituthm, provincial finanrres have been 
reduced from a position of great solven(‘y to one of utter bankruptcy. 
The Budget for 1940-41 is a deficit Budget like its predecessor. ' The 
year 1987-38, the first year of Provincial Autonomy, opened with a 
revenue surplus of lis. 1,17:7 lakhs and had an opening balance of 
Bs. 1,05-8 lakhs. To-day from the Budget Fstimates of the next 
yeai' we find that not only revenue surplus has been replaced by huge 
deficits, but also our opening balance has been reduced to a dangerous- 
' ly low level, which tlie Finance Minister has bicnscdf admitted, and 
I bat tenqiorary advances under tlie Ways and Means position from 
the Beserve Bank has enabled the Government to meet the obliga- 
tion of keei)ing the statntory minimum with the bank. At the end of 
the next 3 'ear the balauees would stand at only Its. 72 lakhs. This is 
a sad state of affairs. 1 do not propose to go into the actual receipts 
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and expeiiditur(? for tbe next year, figures of wliich have been gfiven 
in the Bndg-et and with wliich we all are aware. I shall, however, 
content mysfeif with some gfeiierat remarks that are pertinent to a 
Biidg^et discussion. Sir, 1 have, of course, no feijsh for financial 
orihotfoxy and budg^eiing* for a surplus. A surplus Budget is mil 
necessarily the best Budget. A Budget to be regarded as a sound 
Budget, judged by all canons of public finan(*e, must contain a plan — 
a well-tliouglit-out comprehensive plan — for tlie moral and material 
advancement of the people. Such a Budget might even be a deficit 
Budget in some cases. Taking the Budget over a number of years, 
if it shows a surplus and if as an instrument of (iovern merit jiolicy 
it can increase national prosperity, it should be regarded as a sound 
Budget. ,Tliis is commonly known as the cyf^lii'al Budget. Such a 
pwcedure should have been followed by the Finance Minister, if lie 
aims at prudence to attain material prosperity of the people. Jjooking 
from this angle, I do not consider the deficit in the Budget by itself 
to he a very dark feature of the state of our national finance. Buf 
when I look at the expenditure side of the Budget, 1 am constrained 
to remark that my feeling is altogether different. Most of the nation- 
huildiiig departments have been allotted more money in the next 
Budget, as will be evident to you from Appendix II of the Statement 
made by the Finance Minister. For example, lls. 5 laklis S!) 
tlious{¥tid4iave been file iiK-rease on a(*couiit of tbe Irrigation Budget. 
A few minor schemes of irrigation have only been attempted, but the 
hlinance Minister lias given us no indication that the rTOvernment 
intend to take a (’omplete hydraulic survey of the piovince, so that on 
the findings of I hat survey schemes may he put into operation for 
revivifying the dead and dying rivers, silted up canals and rivei’ beds 
of tlie piovince. Speaking for my district, 1 mean Faridpur, I want 
to draw the attention of the House to the fact tliat two main rivers 
flowung^ through the district, namely, the Kumar and the Madhiiniati, 
are^'in pKJI’ess of being dried u]), and navigation in iliosc rivers lias 
liecome extieinely difficult. Biver communication between Madarijnir 
and the district headiiiiarters is extremely inadequate and iusuffii ienl . 
I am grieved to find that no ])ro vision has been made in the next, year’s 
Budget ^too for the resuscdtation of these rivers. The Medical Dejiart- 
ment has been fortunate in getting an increased grant of over Its. 7 
lakhs, hut that disbursements have not been judiciously made, according 
to tlie urgency of the case, will he plainly evident from the fact that 
no grant been made to the Tadavpur T.B. Hospital. It is a fiity 
that such a noble ilistitution has not been given anything. I on inv 
own part fail to understand wliy an amount of Its. b lakhs (12 
thousand in excess of the current year’s grant has been provided for 
Debt Coiudliation in the coming Budget. When the Bengal Agricul- 
tural Debtors Act w%as enacted it w^as thought the Debt Settlement 
Boar(J^ w^ould be abolished after a few years, and they would not 
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remain a permanent feature af the JBudget. This hope haaNfelao been 
falsified in the next Budget. Mbre money has» do "3oubt, been 
provided in the Education Budget. But have the Government been 
able to elialk out an educational policy for the province? Sir, the 
Hon’ble Premier in charge of Education and the HoiPble Finance 
Minister went on tour to Faridpur and they paid a visil to the existing 
. Governiaeiit Middle Phiglish Girls’ Sehofd and gave us a definite 
assurance that the scliool would soon be raised to the status of a full- 
. fledged (iovernment High English School for Girls. But, Sir, F am 
Sorry to find that no provision has been made for this purpose even 
in the next year’s Budget. I would again draw the immediate 
attention of the Honble Ministers for giving their sympathetic con- 
sideration to this much-needed institution. Even what the^ Govern- 
ment are doing for iiitrodinang free and (jompulsory education in the 
province is <if a haUiiig and half-hearted cliaracter. Hs. 5 lakhs 
allotted for primary education in the cess-paying districts is too 
inadequate. 

Sir, regarding the method of colloclion of e(lu(‘ation cess, I 
suggest thiat tenants’ share slioiild be collected by the Union Boards 
or some other agencies and not be thrown to the shoulder of the zemin- 
dars who have been reduced to almost haiikniptcy and are not in a posi- 
tion to give their own share. So, I would earnestly appeal to the 
Government to see that zemindars and tenants should give their educa- 
tion cess separately in order to lessen the burden of the former. The 
present educational gram, is something like a sop to popular demand 
and it should have been much more than the budgeted amount. Sir, 
so far as the Agriculture Budget is oonceined. only Hs. 5 lakhs have 
been pi*ovided for Famine Belief, a sum like’jy to fall far short of 
requirement. Three lakhs has again been placed at the disposal of 
the Histriet Officers for rural rec-onstiuctioii, as if rural yec<Mi8trucT 
tioii work can be done in such a tinkering manner without any plan 
whatsoever. Thus, it will be clearly evident to you, Sir, that^grauts 
have been made without any consistent plan. They are in the nature 
of doles, the largest share being given h) those items where political 
pressure has been greatest. The Hon’ble Finance Minister has 
tlneatened us with fresh taxation. The country is already overtaxed 
and any proposal of new taxation at this stage is likely to be strongly 
taken exception to. Why the Finance Minister proposes to raise 
fresh taxes? Is it to finance the revenue deficit? The (i^ikveManent 
'have, no doubt, curtailed expenditure in some directions; but may I 
«ask, could not further retrenchment be effected before fresh taxes are 
being tackled of? Have the Government done all they could do to 
economise their expenditure? Could not expenditures , on the General 
Administration and Law and Order accounts he curtailed? On the 
other hand, expenditures on these two items are continually mounting 
up. It might oe argued that otter provinces have also imposed fresh 
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taxes an^ therj is no reason why in Be^^ral t^ere sheuld .be. none. But 
the analogy 't)f other jirovinces in this respect does not hold good. There 
the provinces have thrown away sources yielding substantial revenue ' 
as a matter of policy, viz., Prohibition. So much pncliahiag power, 
the^e^o^e, lies at the hands of the people, which the Government can 
certainly tap by some other means. But this cannot be said of out 
.Government. Some of my honourable friends have suggested that 
the Government miglit approach the Central Government for larger 
shaJes out of ilie proceeiN of the Jule Duty and Income-tax otlier than 
levied as Corporation tax. But it is futile to expect larger share on 
these two heads so long as the war continues. Only the otbci day, 
amendment to the Orders-in-Council lias been made which reduces the 
provinces’ share of 50 per cent, by Ks. 4A crores at least for the next 
tjjiree years. 

One wfird more, and I am finished. Sir, to me it appears that the 
Budget does not reveal a true pi(dure of tlie financial situation of 
the province. The deficit is likely to turn out more than what is 
expected. For the Finance Minister himself has said that ‘‘estimates 
of expenditure have been made on the basis of normal pre-war prices, 
and that the Governmejit shall have to meet unexpected demands 
arising out of the war and to face higher prices in many directions.*' 
Of course, when the war has been on us for nearly six months, there 
is no justification for making estimates on the basis of pre-war prices. 
Prices are sure to rise; and consecjiieniiy the deficit will also mount. 
In a word, it seems, if the budget is to be rogardiMl as a miiror of the 
schemes of the Government, then the Government are not at all serious 
about their business. What is supremely needed at I he |)resent 
moment is a well-thought-out comprehensive scheme of national 
development on a planned basis. 


Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 2-15 p.tn. on Tuesday, the 27th 
February, 11940. 
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Th^ fbllowiag ineinbirH were absent from the meeting iield on tne 
26th ^Febraary, 1940 : — 

^(l),Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

(2) Mr. Moazzemali Chowdhnry. 

(3) Mr. Humayun Beza Chowdhury. 

(4) Khan Bahadur S. Fazal Ellahi. 

(5) ’Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

(6) Khan Bahadur Syed Mulianiiuad Qhaziul Hu( 

(7) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muhammad Ibrahim. 

(8) Maulana Muhammad At ram Khan. 

(9) Mr. H. G. G. Mackay. 

(10) Rai Bahadur Satis Chandra Mukherji. 

(11) Khan Bahadur Ataur Rahman. 

(12) Mr, J. B. Ross. 

(13) Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha. 


B. G. Ppii*-1939.40-l354eA-750. 



THE BENGAt LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBXtfeS. 


The Covncij. met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Bm'hdings, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 27th February, 1940, at 2-15 p.mT 
J)eing the sixtt^ day of the First Session, pursuant to section G2(<2)(a} 
af4he Governnn'nt of India Act, 1935. 

iir. President (the Hon’ible Mr. Satyendha Chandra Mitra) was in 
the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Orders issued under section 34 of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act. 

32. Rai BROJENDRA MOHAN MOITRA Bahadur (on behalf o1 
Mr. Ranajit Pal Choudhury): Will the Hon’ble Minister in cliarge of 
the Co-operaiive Credit and Itural Indchtedness Lepartinenl be pleased 
to istate — 

{a) whether instances have not, of late, come to his knowledge in 
whicli the Chairmen of certain Debt Settlement Boards have 
wrongfully kept alive tlie orders issued under section 
34 of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act — even alter the 
dismissal of the applications; and 

{D if tlie answer be in the affirmative, what step or steps he has 
taken or proposes to take to put an end to such a state of 
things ? 

• 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary 
Mullick): (a) No. 

(b) Does not ailse. 

Interpretation of certain sections ef the Bengal Agricultural Debtors 
• Act. 

33. Rai BROJENDRA MOHAN MOITRA Bahadur (on behalf of 
Mr. Bena|it Pal Choudhury): Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Co-operative Crerlit and Rural Indebtedness Department be pleased 
to state — 

(a) whether it has come to his knowledge that in some places the 
Debt Settlement Boards have put differenf interpretations 
upon some sections of the Bengal Agiicultural Debtors 
Act ; 
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(b) if so, whether in consequence of such conflicting ii>terpreta- 

tions, irregularity has occurred in the administration 
of the provisions thereof in those places; and • 

(c) if so, whether he proposes to bring about such an amendment 

of the Act as will vest the District Judges with powers of 
second appeal from the decisions of the Boai'ds? 

The Hon’ble Mr, MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) 

(b) does not arise. 

(c) The hon’ble member’s atteiitiori is invited to the provisions of 

the Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Amendment') Bill as passed by this 
Ilouse on the 19th January last. ^ 

Khan Bahadur NAZI RUDD IN AHMAD: With reference to answer 
(a), will the Hon’lde Minister he pleased to slate if it is a fact that the 
interprets lions of the Debt Sell lenient Boards are uniform or that no 
information is available to the Ministry P 

The Hon’ble Mr, MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; It is very 
difficult to give an answer to that (luestion. All that I can say is that if 
the Boards commit mistakes, there is always provision for an appeal 
to the Appellate Officer. 

Khan Bahadur NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD; Is it a fact that the 
decisions of the Debt Settlement Boards are very very divergent 
throughout the area? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; Not unlikely, 

because we have got at least 300 to 400 Debt Settlement Boards. It 
cannot be expected that their decisions will be uniform. 


Publication of an article captioned ^^Observance of Deliverance Day” 
in ”Desher Vanee”. 

34. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8; (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that Desher Vance, a Bengalee weekly of Noakhali, has been asked 
by the Additional Secretary of the Home Department to furnish infor- 
mation in connection with an article captioned “Observance of 
Deliverance Day”, published in the issue of the paper, dated the 3rd 
January, 1940? 
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(b) W*ill the Iton’ble Minister be pleased to state wbat matters were 
publisbeft in t£at paper to which Government has taken exception and 
for which information has been sought and to state further under what 
rule or law such information has been required? 

MINISTER* in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : (a) Yes. 

(b) The hon’ble member is referred to the terms of the order itself, 
a copy of which is placed in the Library. 


The Bengal Cruelty to Animals (Amendment) Act. 

^ .35. "Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Will the Hon’blc Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether the pro- 
mised extension of the Bengal Cruelty to Animals (Amendment) Act 
to the districts of 24-Pargauas and Howrah will now be carried out? 
If not, why not? What has Government so fur done to implement its 
promise ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Negotiations with the 
local bodies interested in the matter are not yet complete. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: AVill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how long will the Government take to complete the negotiations? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is very difficult to say. 
As I stated in the House more than once, it depends largely on the local 
bodies coming up with an organisation that can carry out the duties 
imposed upon them by the Act and the (juestion of money is als«) there. 
Up till now the local bodies have not been able to get up an organisation 
which would be prepared to shoulder the responsibility. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: AVhen was the last n(*gotiation 
made ? 

Th^Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is (mifinuintt; there is 
no question of ending it. Etforts are being made by local officers to 
establish a society wdiich can undertake the duties. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Efforts are being made for the lasf 
one year and a half and still jiot a single society has been found? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is not a question of an 
organisation being found. It is a question of expense and somebody 
must be responsible for the expenditure. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Cannot Oovernment ^nd the money 
alsoP 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Goveniment are not 
prepared to shoulder the entire responsibility. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Are they prepared to take the 
partial responsibility ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That will depend on any 
concrete scheme that might be put up b(‘fore them. 


Ban on Concilia Abhoy Asram. 

36. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be plea.^ed to state whether Govern- 
ment now proposes to withdraw the ban on the Comilla Abhoy Asram? 

(h) In resj)ect of how many institutions in Bengal such ban is 
still persisting? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to give names of those 
institutions in Bengal on whom Ixnn is still continuing? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) No. 

ih) d9. 

(c) A statement is placed in the Library. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to istate what is standing in the way of withdrawing the ban on the 
Comilla Abhoy Asram? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; The reason that led to 
the ban being imposed still exists and in war time I do not feel justified 
in with dm wing the ban. 


Interim Report of Select Committee on the Bengal Shops and 
Establishments Bill, 1939. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: May I on behalf of the 
members of the Select Committee on the Bengal Shops and Establish- 
uents Bill, 1939, beg to submit our interim report ? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I have io submit an 
interim report, because we have not been able to prepare the final report 
for being placed before the Council on the 28th of February, 1940, 
the day on which the Council hy a motion directed the Committee 
to present theij- report. I, therefore, ask that the Council may be 
pleased to extend the period for the submission of the report to the 
15th of April, 1940. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is: that the 
period of submission of the reiK)rt of the Select Committee on the 
Bengal Shops and Establishments Bill, 19‘19, be extended from the 28th 
of Februarv to the 15th of April, 1940. 

• Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: May I make one remark on this point? 
I think the Hon’ble Minister will agree with me when I say that it is 
very unfortunate that many members of the Select Committee have not 
attended the meetings of the Select Committee and that on two con- 
secutive occasions meetings of the Committee could not be held on 
account of want of (piorum. May I with your permission move an 
amendment to the original motion which was carried and make the 
quorum 3 instead of 5 as provided for in that rewsolution? If there is 
no objection, I think the change might be effected. I think the Hon’ble 
Mini'iter has no objection to this. 

• The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: If it is in order, I have 
no objection to reducing the quorum from 5 to 3. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: It is a very important Bill and that is why I 
think it would not be proper to have the quorum reduced from 5 to 3. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: But, Sir, it has failed to meet on two 
consecutive occasions on account of quorum. 

Mr PRE8IDENT: If the quorum is fixed at 3, soim‘ of the parties 
might feel that they are not at all represented. Further, as the subject 
is an haportant one, I cannot allow the matter to be discussed at this 
stage without notice. 

The (iuestion before the House is: that the period for submission of 
the Report of the Select Committee on the Bengal Shops and Establish- 
ments Bill, 1939, l^e extended from the 28th February, 1940, to the# 
15th of April, 1940. 

(The motion was agreed to. ) 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: There is one other matter to which I 
would like to draw the attention of the Hon’ble President. The proofs 
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of the proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly are generally 
placed in the library and it is of great convenience to the members in 
that they are able to consult them there. May I request you to direct 
that the proof copies of the proceedings of the Council also should be 
placed in the Library? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Chair will consider the question. 

The House will now resume further discussion of the Budget 
Estimates for 1940-41. 

GENERAL DISCUSSION ON BUDGET. 

Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: Mr. President, Sir, 6n behalf 
of my party it is my pleahant duty to extend our sincere welcome to our 
new Finance Minister. As is tlie way with elderly people, although 
we make new friends, we seldom forget the old and, as a matter of 
fact, we sincerely miss the presence of the ex-Finance Minister, 
Mr. Nalini lianjan Sarker, who by liis towering personality, gentle 
disposition, and amiable manners had endeared himself to all of us. 
It is a matter of still more regret to us that we shall hear his sweet 
elo([uence with a s})rinkling of sturdy common-sense no more in this hall. 
Although we welcome the new Finance Minister, it is equally our duty 
to otfer on behalf of my ])arty our sin(*erest (‘ondolences to him in his 
bereavement, perhaps tlie saddest that can fall to the lot of a man, — 
the death of an only son, — and we hope and pray to God that He may 
giv(^ him strength to bear up this terrible ait'liction. 

Sir, this is the fourth time that I have been speaking on the Budget, 
and I need not recapitulate my objections to the Budget, which I have 
placed before the House in previous years. I have no fault to find with 
any particular Finance Minister, but I think that I could not up till now 
reconcile myself with the principle on which the Budget has been 
framed during the last four years. Some of those principles are well 
known to the hon’ble members of this House; I explained them on the 
last occasion. As a matter of fact, no Budget can be acceptable to me 
or to any member of my party which is not framed in accorda^»ce with 
a human back-ground behind it, and which does not take note of the 
actual needs ami the requir(*ments of the population entrusted to the 
charge of particular administration. We have been told that Govern- 
ment is a machinery. It means that it is neither he nor she; it is “it” 
and in the majority of such administrations thei'e is the absence of 
that human element which ought to determine the affairs and welfare 
of men. It is mainly on that principle that I have all along objec'ted 
to the Budget and also suggested to the former Finance Minister that 
there sliould be a Standing Finance Committee, as there is one in the 
Central Legislature, in w’hich the members of both the Houses, at least 
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the leaders of both the Houses, must take part. Althouj>h Mr. Sarker 
gaye me some reason to hope tliat a Finance Committee would come into 
existence or* rather would ibe established, as a matter of fact, nothing* 
more is heard albout it now. That w^as especially necessary because the 
Uppef House (]^r. Eanajit Pal CHormiUHY: Have j)atience) was not 
represented in the Cabinet, and it must be a great misfortune for the 
province of Bengal that the riper ex])erience and the wider knowledge 
of the memlbers of this House, His Excellency the Governor cannot take 
advantage of. For that reason, I suggested that we were willing to 
give advice, although we may not enter the thresliold of tlie Cabinet. 
Take our advice in full. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: They do not want it. 

Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM; It is no good i)lacing the 
Budget before us for only three days’ discussion. Tlie amount of time 
is not amide anough to give them the proper advice that we are in a 
position to give. So I suggested this as an alternative, because there 
was no possibility of any member of this House being taken on in the 
Cabinet. 

Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY; There may be possibilities in 
future — next month. 

Khan Bahadur M. ABDUL KARIM: T rust no future, however 
pleasant. Now, Sir, as the time at Jiiy disp()vsal will be very limited 
because there are other honourable members willing to speak, I will 
take uj) only a few ])oints and submit them before the Hon ’hie Finance 
Minister for re])resentation before the Cabinet. 

Sir, it is quite true, as the Ilon’ble Finance Minister said and 
it is a matter of common knowledge that the sources of revenue as 
they have been allocated to this province are inelastic. Dr. Mookerji 
the other day found fault with the Central Government that they had 
limited the resources of this province. I, Sir, will not take the trouble 
to go fo Delhi and make a complaint against Delhi. T have my 
grievance against my own Governnnmt. It is this. The sources of 
provincial income are limited, but the expenditure is expanding. The 
only tiling that the poor Finance Minister of Bengal can do is to think 
of fresh fields and pastures new\ I thank the present Finance Ministef 
for his boldness in making two statements in connection with the 
Budget, and I am particularly grateful to him for both these statements. 

The first is the official pronouncement that has fallen from him that 
Bengal is ill-educated, ill-fed, ill-boused and malaria-stricken. I am 
particularly thankful for this official pronuncement because, Sir, this 
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is a matter which every mother's son in Bengal knows but, coming as it 
•does as an official pronouncement, my submission before this House is 
that this is the first milestone in the progress towards dur political 
emancipation and our economic progress. Once you admit this cardinal 
point that Bengal is such-and-such, that would give you very strong 
grounds to approach the Governmenf of India with the object of getting 
more money from it. It will strengthen our hands and it will open the 
eyes of the Provincial Government also to the immediate necessity of 
finding resources anyliow either by retrenchment or by further taxation, 
leave alone the question of floating a loan for the ])resent. Now, Sir, it 
brings to iny mind the saying of that satirist Persian }>oet Khaqani 
who said. 

Bar iin mani mohaqqak shud Ba Khaqani, 

Kay Nani Zowja (‘V Nana 0 Nana Shauharey Nani. 

It means this: “After long years of research and historical study, I 
have discovered a great truth and that is that the grand-mother is the 
wife of the grand-father and the grand-father is the husband of the 
grand-mother.” That Bengal is ill-fed is a matter of common 
knowledge. It gives me a strong handle to pakrao this Government 
and also a])proach the Central Government. Now, Sir, as for the 
second statement of the Ilon'ble Finance Minister, — of course this 
was made in the Lower House — we are very grateful tor?. He said 
that he would he coming up with fresh pn)j)()sals for taxation. From 
those who are big-bellied, by de])redati()ns on them I am going 
to bring out something for your delectation and for your subsis- 
tence. The rich people should beware of the steam-roller that the 
Honb’le Mr. Suhrawardy will put into action before the end of this 
session. That was his address to the Lower House. “Don’t you be 
disa])pointe(l. I am coming up soon with fresh pro])osals for taxation.” 
Now, Sir, those fresh proposals are intended to touch the people who 
are phujed in a higher position in society by virtue of their wealth, 
their power or other things. But, Sir, the engineer who has got to deal 
with the abysmal rush of the Niagras must lay aside the tools good 
enough for constructing the bridge-water canal. When the 
situation is one of emergency, — and 1 say that in Bengal the financial 
situation is one of emergency, bio-chemic treatment won’t do. You 
require to make some major surgical operation in the body-politic. 
Therefore, like an able Finance Minister he is coming out with what 
J\e is going to imjmse. As a matter of fact, timidity or nervous 
hesitancy is hardly a fit attribute for a Finance Minister. No question 
of loan; tax peo])le. There are people who can pay for the benefit of 
the less favoun'd and the poorer ones. That is like a Finance 
Minister ! 

Last time, Sir, I spoke albout Education. I shall simply draw the 
attention of the Hon’ble Finance Minister to certain figures in the 
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Budget. Sir, l^e Raja Bahadur of Nashijuir gave all the credit to 
the Hon’i)le Finance Minister for the pains taken hy him in presenting 
this Budget., I, Sir, am not going to rdh Peter to j)ay Paul. I 
should say that the Minister must give iij) some portion of the praise 
bestowed on him, and I am going to transfer that amount of jnaise to 
the officers of tfie Finance Det)artment for the real trouble tliey had 
taken. Now, Sir, the i)osition is this. If the Hon’ble llie Finance 
Minister will please look to the Civil Estimates of the Education Budget 
he will find — I give liim and the other honourable members of this 
House the figures — that Primary Education claims 3-] lakhs out of the 
total grant under tlie head “Education” of rupees one f rore fifty-seven 
thousand and odd. Secondary Education also has gol the same even- 
handed justice of Rs. 33 lakhs. Then come Collegiate Education and 
the University. I am not going to refer to tliein. Now, if 33 lakhs 
can be allotted for the ]iurj)()se of Sef‘ondary Education, don’t you think 
that the amount allotted to meet tlie needs of Primary Education should 
be trebled at least!*' On reading the Ibidget as a whole, yf)u will find 
that a disproportionately large sum has been given to Collegiate 
Education to the detriment of Primary Education in this })rovince. 
And, Sir, if you compare the figures of expenditure on Primary Educa- 
tion in other }>rovinces, you will find that the incideme of cost j)er head 
of pu])il is the lowest in Bengal, althougli this is said to be the most 
advanced ])r()vince of India. It means that here some sections of the 
educated ])eople are prosj)ering at the cost of the other sections. It will 
be for you, Sir, to consider whether or not it re(iuires readjustment. 
^#ow, tliis is the last word that I have to say on Educati»>n. 

I shall now takf‘ up Agriculture. May I remind the Hon’ble 
Minister for Finance of that most important pronouncement of His 
Excellency Lord Linlithgow when he .sai<l : “Those who govern and 
those who aspire to govern India must never alh)w themselves to 
forget that India’s wealth in an overw'helming degree lies in her Agri- 
culture and that uj)on the welfare of these agriculturists is founded the 
whole structun* of IndiaN economy.” The j)olitical i)robleni<, acute 
and sometimes baffling as they are, are as <Iust in tin* balance weighed 
against the superior importance of the agricultural emanci])ation of 
India. J3iat being so, Sir, even after the release of the Rej)ort of the 
Royal (bmmission on Agriculture, what i> the Agriculture Budget in 
Bengal.^ Sir, I shall give y(Ui figures fVjr four years. In ll)3ti-37 it 
was only 10 lakhs and on the inauguration of the Reforms or rather 
with the advent of Provincial Autonomy, there was an addition of one^ 
lakh in 1937-3<S. Ih 1038-30 it mounts up to only Rs. 10 lakhs. In 
1940-41 it is now 17J lakhs, that is to say, from 1030 to 1041 you get 
an increase of only a])oiit Rs. 7 lakhs under the head Agriculture. 
Well, considering the importance of the subject and considering also 
the grant, you will find that there is a hopeless disparity between the 
two, that is to say, the ideal is entirely divorced from practice. 
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Another matter I will ask you to consider. My po^nt is this, that 
in making allotments for expenditure, the importance of the subject 
should be considered and accordingly allotments should be made. This 
principle you have not followed and you are not following. 

Then, I come to another matter and that is a very sjiort matter and 
with this I will finish my remarks, because a word to the wise and able 
Minister like the present Finance Minister will be quite enough. , If I 
simply point out the way along which he has to go, he will find it out 
for himself. It is this: I am glad that the Hon’ble the Judicial 
Minister is also here, — the Judicial Budget is a vicious Budget to say 
the least of it. We find from the figures supplied that as a matter of 
fact the court-fees paid in cash amount to 1 crore 74 lakhs, and in 
stairi])s dO lakhs. That means 2 crores 6 laklis. The exj)en/liture on 
the entire Administration of Justice is 1 crore and a little more, -so 
that the (jff)vernment makes a ])rofit of about a crore under the head 
‘^Administration of Justice.” I would ask the Hoirble Finance Minister 
if there is any (‘ountry in the world where ])rofit is made out of 
Administration of Justice. As far as we know, justice ought to be 
given gratis, but here we pay for it. Not only we j>ay for it, but the 
Government make one crore out of Administration of Justice. There- 
fore, I would like to say that tw’o courses are o])en. One is to reduce 
the scale of the court-fees. Take just as mucli as you require for 
Administration of Justice. I do not insist on that highest ideal that 
Government must give us justice free. Take the amount wdiich is 
needed. Jteduce the income or set apart this for w’ork of amelioratiye 
or beneficial purposes, f(>r the benefit of the nation-building depart- 
ments. Set apart this just as you have set apart Bs. 10 lakhs specifically 
for famine pur])oses. Set aj)art that amount as a surplus, and it will 
go hack for the ])urp()se of nation-building departments alone. T might 
remind the Hon ’hie Finance Minister also that when Sir John Simon 
came to Calcutta and made an investigation in connection with the 
labours of the Statutory Commission, he w’as simply amazed to learn 
that Government in Bengal w’as going to make a profit out of the 
Administration of Justice. The cost of litigation is higher than the 
cost in the other countries. There is the official record, and I w’ould 
refer the Hoii’ble Finance Minister to those ])a[)ers where it is said 
that Sir John Simon w’as simply amazed. Therefore, my submission is 
that as a matter of fact this is a vicious Budget. 

Now’, as regards General Administration, the ex})enditure is so very 
high that it ought to be reduced. I press for a lletrenchment Com- 
^ mittee. Mr. Sarker, instead of constituting a Tletrenchmeiit Com- 
mittee, appointed a Special Officer to consider the Swan Committee’s 
recommendations. A White Paper was placed before us by the Special 
Officer. I do not know’ wJio the gentleman w’as; he must be a senior 
civilian. A White Paper w'as placed in our hands. For ourselves, we 
can truly and verily say that we are not at all convinced by the report. 
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When theVe are so many committees formed in Bengal, as was stated 
by the fion’Me Finance Minister, and so many committees are 
already in progress and are doing their work to satisfy our doubts and 
fiuspicions, is it too much to expect that the Government would appoint 
a Retrenchment Committee consisting of the Leaders of both the 
Houses, and I Should advise also some outside experts to consider the 
financial position of the Government of Bengal? 

Now, there is one other matter to which I must refer before I sit 
down. The Chair will be jdeased to give me five minutes. It is this: 
In the j)resent-day administration, decentralisation should be given effect 
to as wide as j)()ssible. Instead of doing that, we are having iill powers 
centralised in Calcutta and in the hands of certain administrators. 
Decentralisation is a boon and centralisation as is being done is also a 
vicious policy. I would refer to one or two items, vi/^., augmentation 
grant to the district boards. AVc have, as I have alreadx said, oO 
thousand workers, trained workers in the persons of the members of the 
union boards. These workers are about o(l thousand in number. You 
are not placing any mone\- in tiieir hands. You ar(‘ placing only Bs. 
lakhs at the disposal of the 2(1 district boards in Bengal for augmenta- 
tion grants. You are making so many appointments for the personal 
benefits of some peojde, but you are not taking any notice of tlm units 
of the administration and to that extent you are responsible not only 
to man but also to God. Y^ou are wasting the money which may be 
measunul in terms of human blood. Therefore, I think that the whole 
thing has to be recast. Dr. Mookerji may be interested to know how the 
cost of General Administration came to be so higli. He has got com- 
parative figures for all the countries and province's. When the ])ro- 
posal was made that Diarchy should be the form of Government, at 
that time the Ifome Department became nervous. They incn'ased the 
pay of the officers before Diarchy came into force. When all these 
increments were made, one of the Munsifs ran to my house sayings, 
‘^Maulvi, have you lieard anything about my ])ay? T was drawing 
Rs. dOO and from the 1st of April I shall draw Rs. 700.” The 
Executive Government thought that the servants wlio rendered faithful 
service should be rewarded and imniediateh before the introduction of 
Diarchy" in 100^ , it was Sir Henry heeler’s time, I do not remember 
the date, the pay of the officers were immensely raised and a moiety was 
granted to the transferred departments. Shrewd observers then 
remarked that it was done purposely, that is to say, this paltry 
amount was given to the nation-building departments, so that the 
Minister's would nrtt be able to show any good w’ork and thereby the 
superiority of the British administration would make a deep(‘r impres- 
sion on the minds of the people. That being the case, let us go back 
to the old days and for that I strongly advocate again and again that a 
Retrenchment Committee should be formed consisting of the leaders of 
"both the Houses, and with some expert outsiders. 
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Rai Sahib JATINDRA MOHAN SEN: Mr. President, Sir, I 
oongratukte the Hon’ble ihe Finance Minister on the faifness and 
lucidity with which he has presented his first Budget. Since the in- 
auguration of Provincial Autonomy, the Provincial Budget is awaited 
with a good deal of eagerness and interest. The Provincial Budget 
gives a picture of the past and present efiorts as well as the future 
efforts to he made by the Government to promote the w’elfare of the 
province. It indicates whether the Government have rightly realised 
the true needs of the province and if they have, whether they have 
risen to the required height to meet those needs. 

Now, if we look to the Budget we are bound to say that its pro- 
visions have not come up to our expectations. The present Govern- 
ment are strongly entrenched in power for three yetirs and this is the 
Budget lor the third year. It cannot, therefore, be said that they 
have had no time to formulate scliemes and to proceed on planned basis 
in the framing of the Budget. The present Budget does not give 
indication as to how the Government propose to tackle the various 
major problem^ which are awaiting solution in their hands. There 
are touches here and there and my considered view’ is that a lot of 
money wull be wasted, as has been wasted in previous years, in giving 
these touches. 

The financial position of the province seems to me to be good. The 
Budget presented to the House a year ago w’as a deficit Budget. It 
was estimated that the expenditure would exceed revenue by 87 lakhs 
but actually the excess ex])enditure over the revenue wdll be only 48 
lakhs and if some accouniing adjustments are made, the deficit will 
only be 14 lakhs. The deficit will be met from the closing l>a]ance. 
There was a pioposal to take a loan of 1 crore to wipe out the deficit 
of 87 lakhs, but thanks to the growing financial strength due to war 
and other causes, this loan has not become necessary. 

The Hon’ble the Finance Minister has observed in mtue places 
than one that he has framed the Budget with caution and that he has 
not lelied on the prospective improvement of the financial position. 
The w’ar, from all appearances, is likely to last for at least a couple of 
years if not more. All exporting countries are making huge profits. 
Bengal has valuable raw’ materials to export at good prices. So 
Bengal is bound to make huge profits in the coming years. Why 
should not then the unexpected income be utilised now for the solution 
of the many problems which are aw^aiting solution for dearth of money? 
A certain percentage may be kept in reserve, but it would not be a 
sound policy to conserve the whole of it for 'future emergency. 
Individuals w’ill take the opportunity and build up various industries 
and W’ill contribute their income by way of increased taxes when the 
normal condition will return. The Government are not likely to face 
any financial difficulty hereafter. My humble suggestion is that this 
golden opportunity should not be lost. 
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I liav« said tW the Government have piven touches here and 
there. Let mu explain what I mean. Health, Wealth and Education 
are the three things which go to c-oiitribute to the Iniihling of a sturdy 
individual. .There is no denying the fact that in these respects^. 
Bengal stands almost lowest in the rung, rrovincial Autonomy to 
my mind wouljJ he meaningless if our popular GoYernment did not 
seriously tackle these problems. 1 do not say that they are not making 
honest eft'orts in this direction, but, my regiet is that they have not 
risen to the required height to do the needful. What ha.^ been done 
is too small in comparison with the magnitude of the woik still to be 
done. I take up rural reconstruction to illustrate my point. About 
80 per cent, of the people are agriculturi'its and live in villages. 
Kural reconstruction programme should include all those items which 
would go to make the rural people healthy, wealthy and wise. 
Impi^ve?! homes to live, drainage, irrigation, eradication of malaria, 
prevention of epidemics, good drinking-water, im})ioved agriculture, 
good breed of cattle, cottage industries, schools, gymnasium, libraries, 
sports, amusements, social gatherings, etc., should he included in the 
j>rogramme. Crores of rupees are re(|uired to ]>ut such a scheme 
into sma-ess. But what d{> we find in the Budget ? Three lakhs is 
placed at the disjiosal of District Officers and 2^. lakhs inters])erse(l under 
various Budget heads. This 5^ lakhs will be a mere drop in the ocean. 
The policy of spending money in driblets on a major problem like this 
should be abandoned. The (iovernment sbould be fired with imagina- 
tion first and then make tlie determination to solve the problem at all 
exists. The Budget should have been luilanced by cutting down all 
Unnecessary expenditures and stopping all waste. The previous 
speakers have given some indicxition in this direction. Thus, instead 
of levying fresh taxation for balancing the Budget, they should take 
a loan of a crore of rupees or more to bring rural reconstruction an 
accomplished fact, say, within five years. The present policy of sj)end- 
ing in driblets will not complete the work in a hundred years. If 
taxation he necessary for repayment of the loan with interest, the 
country will gladly bear the burden. 

There is one matter which does not appear clear fiom the Budget 
Statement or from the Budget Memorandum and the Budget Estimates. 
The Hon’ble Finance Minister has brought certain securities within 
the puUlic accx)unts, which were hitherto held outside these accounts. 
The nature of these securities are nowhere mentioned and no reason 
has been given why they have been brought within the public accounts 
now. We are not in a position to judge the merits or demerits of this 
action. I hope tli^ Hon’ble Finance Minister will kindly enligbte# 
us on the point. 

Begum HAMIDA MOMIN: Sir, in speaking on the Budget for 
.the year 1940-41, I shall confine myself mainly to the Educatioiii 
Budget. 
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Sir, the Hon’Ible Finance Minister in his sf>eech has said that 
in some cases the items of expenditure on boys^ and ^irls^ education 
have been shown separately, which was not done in the past. Sir, I 
appreciate this, but there are many important items in which the 
expenditure for boys’ and girls’ education have not been shown 
fjepamtely. From the proportion allotted to "iris iir other items, I 
apprehended that it is not intended to "i.ve adequate funds for the 
benefit of the "iris. The sum of ‘35 lakhs bud"eted for Primary 

E<lucation has been lumped together for both boys and ^irls, and it 

is not known how much is intended for l>oys and how much for f>*irls. 

Sir, Primary Education is of vital imimrtance so far as "iris are 
concerned. All over the country the demand for "iris’ education is 

very much on the increase, and the Hon’ble Minister in char"e of 

Education has times without number stressed the necessity of provid- 
ing- facilities for the advancement of "iris’ education, but it is' a 
matter of "rent disappointment to find that there is no indication in 
the 13ud^‘et to show his desire to translate this intention into actual 
performance. Sir, we find from the last (inimiuennial Pepm-t of the 
Director of Public Instruction that there has been no appreciable 
progress in the primary e<liuation of "iris. On the other hand, the 
wastage has been appalliii". Sir, for the informat ioji of the House 
may 1 quote fiom the Peport to which T liave referred? It runs as 
follows : — 

^‘Of the number of "iris in the primary stage, as many as ^95,478 
were Muslims and 288,809 were Hindus; hut the ninnber of Muslim 
“girls in the upper primary stage was only 7,027, while the number of 
Hindu girls was 19,599.” These figures are significant ; they show 
that there is a tremendous “wastage” and that the wastage is much 
greater in the case of the Muslim pupils. 

For every ’'80 boys who are in the lowest class of the primary 
sclnxds, there are only 10 boys in the top class of the primary stage. 
The figures for girls are even more depressing : for every 453 girls in 
the lowest primary class there are only 10 in the highest class. 

For every 149 Muslim boys and 1,333 Muslim girls in the lowest 
•class of the primary stage, there are now only !10 Muslim boys and 
10 Muslim girls in Chiss Y. In the case of Hindus, there were 10 
boys and 10 girls in Class Y for every 52 boys and 225 girls in the 
lowest class. 

The wastage, as has been observed, is appalling. Permanent 
I literacy cannot possibly be obtained until a pupiL has completed the 
primary stage of education and many educationists doubt if even the 
•completion of the full primary stage would give permanent literacy 
to a boy or a girl. A great deiil of money that is being expended at 
present on primary education is undoubtedly being wasted and brings 
■DO return. 
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The Irbies ,at the end of the chapter will show that though there 
are as many as 2,664,506 pupils in the primary stage, there are only 
131,848 in .the highest primary class. In 1933, there weie, in the 
lowest primary class 416,624 girls and 985,865 boys but in the top 
classes, the numbers have dwindled to only 121,208 boys and 10,640 
girls in 1937. The pioportion of pupils in Class V to the pupils in 
Class I is 1 : 8 :6 in the case of boys and 1 : 45 :3 in the case of girls. 
In the case of Muslim boys the pioportion is 1 : 14 :9 and 1 : 133 :3 in 
the case of girls. S-o loughly only one out of 15 Muslim boys and 
one out of 133 Muslim girls completed the full primary course. 

Sir, what is the reason for this wastage and what steps have been 
taken by the department to counteract this wastage? The reason is 
not tlia^ the girls or their parents do not wish to continue tlieir 
study further. We know that the g-irls, when they once enter a 
school are very keen to continue their studies if proper facilities are 
given. Nowadays parents are also very anxious to educate their 
daughters properly. Why then this falling off? 

It may be said tliat early marriage of girls is the cause. This 
may have been in the past, but it is not so now. 

Sir, the main cause of this is want of trained women teachers, and 
it is this defect which requires remedy. The girls do not mind attend- 
ing schools run by Pandits or Maulvis or even a mixed school up to 
the primary stage, i.e. , Class III. But after this the parents do not 
allow them to continue in a school wdiich is not run by women 
teachers, and they either lapse into illiteracy or continue in an 
irregular manner at home. What they really do is that they read the 
discarded bcxiks of their elder brothers and advance in reading, whereas 
other subjects are entirely neglected, with the result that, later on 
when they want to join a high school or a training institution, they 
cannot pass the admission test and are found much below the standard. 
This we have found particularly in the ease of girls from the moffussil 
who apply for admission in the Training Schools for Teachers. 

Sir, it is very disappointing to find that, in spite of repeated 
demands from all quarters, nothing has been done to train a Larger 
number of w^omen teachers. The amount budgeted for training schools 
for mistresses is the same as in previous years and no additional sum 
has been allotted for this purpose — ^although an additional sum of 2 
lakhs has been allotted for the training of teachers. With the 
exception of Rs. 1,000, the whole amount is for the training of masters. 

From this it is Evident that the officers who are primarily respon-^ 
sible for girls’ education are either indifferent to the vital needs of the 
country or are not competent to be in charge of ihis important branch 
of education. I am sure if the Inspectresses of Schools, both of East 
and West Bengal, had thought out any schemes of improvement in 
this direction, Gk)vernment could certainly have given effect to it. I 
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am afraid, Sir, tEat they are only marking time aftd are making no 
efPort to remove the obstacles in the way of advan^oemen^t of the 
education of girls. In this connection, I would like to draw the atten- 
tion of the Government to the very inadequate provision made for 
Adult Education for which only Us. 13,000 has been provided. Here 
again, the needs of women are greater than that of men and, unless 
you give some sort of education to the mothers, it is futile to expect 
much progress in the education of boys in the future. 

Sir, I would like to make a brief reference to the Medical Budget. 
The grants to mofussil and suburban hospitals is very inadequate. I 
do not grudge the more generous expenditure on the hospitals in 
Calcutta which are intended to be the ideals to other hospitals. At 
the same time the mofussil and suburban hospitals should not be 
starved as they supply the needs of the Largest number. Apart from 
this, Sir, the inadequate provision in these hospitals compel the people 
(i.e., those who can ahbrd) to flock to Calcutta hospitals for medical 
help and the result is that all the Calcutta hospitals are obliged to 
work at an abnormal condition almost throughout the year. This is 
neither desirable for the patients nor for the workers. Even with this 
state of things in the Calcutta liospitals, the poorer people in the 
suburban and mofussil areas are practically left to their lot. And even 
with this state of things in Calcutta hospitals a large section of the 
population in the mofussil are left to suffer witliout proper medical aid 
within their reach or resources. It is therefore desirable, Sir, that 
Government will take into consideration the deserving cause of these 
suburban and mofussil hospitals which exist for the poor. In this 
connection, I would like to point out that the allotment of Rs. 4,500 
only to the Princo Gholam Muhammad Charitable Dispensary at 
Tollygunge which caters for a very large numiber of i>oor people is very 
inadequate, and I hope that this sum is only a forerunner of what is to 
come in the future. 

Alhadj Khan Bahadur SHAIKH MUHAMMAD JAN: Sir, in the 
first place, I join my honourable friend, Khan Bahadur All)dul Karim, 
in offering my sincere condolences to the Hon'ble Mr. Suhrawardy on 
the sad death of his only son. 

As regards the Budget, I think enough has been said by hotiourable 
members by way of criticism or encomiums and there is noihitig left 
for me to say anything this way or that. Bui, Sir, I will be failing 
in my duty if I do not take this opportunity of congratulating the 
^Hon’ble Shaheed Suhrawardy for yet another victory scored by Him 
in the political field of Bengal. Of all members comprising the j)resent 
Council of Ministers, he is the only Minister of importance who had 
occupied all important positions which became vacant due to the 
resignation of other Ministers. Government will not find any fit 
person or persons to take their places, and he is the only fit person 
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tliat they* oould always find. Neither among the all-Bengal eleven nor 
from th* Assembly nor from this Upper Chamber ooiihl they find a 
more suitable person for this important iM)rtfolio than the Hon’ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy. Sir, the I'pper Chamber remains unrepresented since 
the inauguration of Provincial Autonomy in Benga 1. But, Sir, what- 
ever other successes the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy miglit have aidiieved 
elsewhere, he cannot be regarded as a very successful Finance Minister 
of Bengal. 

In the first place, unfortunately for him as well as for tliis Ih’esi- 
dency, his Budget is a deficit Budget. And according to him, lie has 
no other alternative but to fall back upon the meagre reserve of tliis 
province, and thus to balance the Budget. 

In tte second place, his proposals in relation to nation-building 
departments are very poor in their outlook, and they dr) fall short 
of much of the expectation on this side of the House who are the 
staunchest supporters of the Government. Therefore, Sir, they cannot 
solve the economic problem of Bengal. In my humble opinion, without 
financial ingenuity and business foresight and above all, without the 
creation of an atmosphere of g(K)d-will and co-operation between the 
different cxmim unities, Bengal (‘annot get out of the financial rut 
into wJiich it has fallen. In fhe Budget which has been ju’esented, 
once more the same old melancholy tale has been repeated which we 
have been accAistomed to hear for the last three years — that we are 
living beyond our means and funds are not available for (‘,omj)ulsory 
|ree i)rimary education in Bengal, and so on and so forth. But, 
Sir, it is rather sad that when this movst wise economic principle 
‘‘cut your coat according to your cloth” is very rigidly followed in 
regard to the nation-building departments, the same ])rinci])le is 
olbserved more in the breach than in j)ra(dice in other departments. 
Therefore, this year the cost of General Administration hils trenumdously 
increased and no efforts have so far been made to re<luce the exj)en(Iiture 
on Indian Civil Service which is taking away the lion’s share of the 
Budget. As popular Government is very costly, t])e cost of administra- 
tion in Bengal has particularly increased due to handsome salaries 
drawn by the Hon’ble Ministers and the very high allowances jiaid to 
three hundred and odd members of both the Chambers and the extensive 
propag&nda which has been taken up by Government. As no other 
means of income has been devised by Government, the burden of this 
extra expenditure has fallen on the shoulders of the poor people. As 
it is, the nation-building departments are being starved. In fact, in 
my humble opiniop, without any disrespect, I may say that in thf 
Budget no comprehensive scheme has been formulated by the Govern- 
ment for Education, Sanitation or Irrigation in Bengal, and the result 
of this will be that the teeming millions at the end of this year will 
•remain as ill-educated, ill-fed and ill-housed and malaria-stricken as they 
are at the present moment. Sir, the reasons for such gross inactivity 
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and for the wait-and-see policy of ihe Government are npt far^to seek. 
As the pn'sent Government depends upon unnatural coalition of parties 
wliich aie diametrically opposed to one another in their national outlook 
and economic interests, the result lias been that a great community like 
the Hindus is practically unrejiresented in the Cabinet. My statement 
may apj)car ]>ersonal, but I hojie you will not deny when I say that the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy and the Maharaja of Cossimbazar, 
in spite of their great personalities and social status, are no true 
representatives of the Hindus. That is one of the reasons why Sir Bijoy 
Prasad Siiigli Roy is anxious to get elected to the Upper Chanuber. 
He is afraid that he will not be elected by any constituency in the next 
general election to the Assembly. 

However, what I wish to impress upon this House is that any 
scheme sponsored by the Government and supported by these Hind,u 
Ministers can never find favour with even a fraction of Hindu popula- 
tion of Bengal and, therefore, all efforts, however sincere and genuine 
they might be, cannot be successful unless the two communities come 
to see eye to eye with one another and take their due share in the 
administration of the province. In the words of Sir N. N. Sircar, 
there is no hope for this province unless Hindus and Mussalmans of 
Bengal can compose their differences, and 1 would add compose 
immediately before it is too late. 

I hope that the talks going on between the leaders of the two cx)m- 
munities will be successful inasmuch as common plan will be chalked 
oui a(*(teptalble to the majority of the people of Bengal both Hindus an^ 
Mussalmans, and thereby not only the most crushing burden of civil 
administration will be reduced, but new resources will also be tapped 
to the benefit, of the people of Bengal which will revolutionize the 
whole economic oiitlook of this province, and this land of ours will be 
flowing witli niilk and honey, as is so often described by the pcxits. It 
is quite possible that genuine collaboration between the Hindus and 
Mussalmans of Bengal will be followed by close unity between the 
two communities in other provinces of India and the words of the late 
Mr. Gokliale, “What Bengal thinks to-day, India will think to-morrow’^ 
will come out true even to-day. 

Khan Bahactur M. NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: From differeht parts 
of the House general comments have been made on the Budget and I 
think at this late hour of the day it is superfluous on my part to repeat 
them. 

* I should remind the Hon Me Finance Minister that some time 
ago Government appointed a Finance Committee. I am sorry to say 
that the Committee was never called and it never met. Much of the 
time and trouble of the Finance Minister in connection with the points 
that have been raised in the House would have been saved if the Com- 
mittee was called and consulted. Many honouralble members from 
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different parts of the House have asked for big sums for big schemes, 
and I thSnk it would he difficult for the Finance Minister to meet those 
big claims.^ I have, tlierefore, chosen to submit before him a very 
small claim. This is merely a repetition of the claim which I made in 
the year 19^18. I then asked the then Finance Minister to provide the 
Burdwan Tudgh’s Court building with a latrine. It is a very small 
prayer, and I believe with a little blessing from tiie Finance l)ei)art- 
inent it can easily be met. At that time, 1 sulbmitled c(M'tain remarks 
and attem])ted to lay Ibefore the House some of the ditHeiiltics which 
the lawyers in Burdwan were ex]>eriencing and I cannot do Ibtdier than 
to re])eat them for consideration of the House. AVith your permission, 
Sir, 1 would read wliat 1 said in February, 19d8, just two years ago: — > 


“One of my suggestions is about a very trifling mattcu’, and it 
would be very easy to give effect to it. I desire that a latrine be ])i' 0 - 
vided in tlic District Judge’s Court building at Burdwan. Tliis court 
bxiilding is one of the most magnificent in tin* province. It is an 
architectural b(‘auty and stands in s])hmdid suiroundings. It was 
erected at a hug(‘ cost, jiossibly J lakhs, in and the then Oovernor, 

TiOrd Lyttoii, personally went tlnu’c to open it. But I am sorry to say 
that u]) to this time no latrine has been provided thmcdn. Tin* dilti- 
culty felt b\ lawyers and litigants can be better imagined than 
described. Ijawyers though we are, we also feel the call of Nature like 
other Iniman beings. Ho\v the members of the legal profc'ssfon relieve 
themstdves in this respect carinot be jjroperly descril)(Ml in ])arliamentary 
Janguage. Well, all that I can say is that idd and Ntoicrable trees 
standing upon tlie ground since the da>s of flu* Ih'rmaiKmt Settlement 
are being subjected to the grossest indignities by eminent lawyers and 
tenacious litigants with a degree of unconcern which have amazed many 
a. i)asser-bv. One of the mos< mninent Euro])ean counsel of Cahmtta, 
an e\-Jiulge of the High Court, once xvcnt to Burdwan to conduct a 
case, and as a human being felt the urge of Naturt*. He searched for 
a suitable ])lace for his relief, but coubl not find any. His call being 
a call of Nature took precedence over all other calls, and he had to 
leave the court in a ])oor h;iclvm*y carriage and driv(‘ a mih* to the 
railway stiition, the near(*st place where he could i(die‘\(* himstdf!” 


PRESIDENT: Order, order. Is it necc<surv to go into all 
th esc details? 1 think the matter has be(‘n ^ufliciently brought tf> the 
notice of the House. 


Khan Bahadur*M. NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD; T have only one sen- 
tence more to com]d(de tlie quotation. 

“The famished horses which dragged the carriage ran a fierce race, 
and it, is reported that he reached bis destination just before it Avas too 
late!'’ 
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That was in 1938 and to-day we are in 1940, but nothing has been 
done to relieve the lawyers in this respect. From my personal experi- 
ence also, I can say that my own experience has not been happier than 
that of the senior Counsel and an ex-Judge of the Calcutta High Court. 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: On a point of order, Sir. 
May I suggest that the unedifying statement to which we are being 
treated might not find a place in the proceedings? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Demands of Nature are not to be considered as 
unedifying. 

Honourable members must remember that the Finance Minister 
must be given 45 minutes at least to reply to the points raised, and I 
wish that the members should conclude their speeches as early 
possible. 

Khan Bahadur M. NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, the matter is 
very important from the point of the people of llurdwan. But I will 
be short. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Has not the matter been sufficiently stressed? 

Khan Bahadur M. NAZIRUDDIN AHMAD: I believe so. I hope 
that the Finan(‘.e Minister would take pity on the lawyers and litigants 
of Burdwaii and do something for them. A couple of thousand rupees 
will, I think, be enough for the purpose and this can be easily pro- 
vided. ^ 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE; In rising to 
speak on the Budget one has to bid good-bye to that spirit of optimism 
by which one was actuated at the inauguration of the new Constitu- 
tion in April, 1937, transferring to popular control the powers which 
were formerly exercised by a bureaucratic Government. The intro- 
duction of Provincial Autonomy), it was thought, would usher in a new 
era of peace and i)rogress and place Bengal on the high road to economic 
prosperity which is so essential for the successful administration of 
the province. But, Sir, the high hopes entertained by the people have 
been dashed to the ground. This is the third Budget which ha^ been 
presented to us by the Finance Minister, but we are sorely disappointed 
at the absence of any well-considered loan for the amelioration of the 
condition of the people from the educational, sanitary and public 
lealth points of view. It is like its two predecessorsi. a political Budget 
bereft of foresight and statesmanship and aimed principally at serving 
the ends of party politics; but we cannot reasonably find faiJt with 
the present Finance Minister, who is more an object of vsympathy than 
criticism for the fresh burden imposed upon him of nursing a postbu- ‘ 
mous child. 
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Sir, { had no intention of participating in the Budget discussion, 
but I find I should be failing in my duty if I did not draw the atten- 
tion of the Government to a notabJe omission. I am referring to the 
Bengal Sanskrit Association. A Committee was appointed by Govern- 
ment m their Resolution (Education Department Resolution) No. f‘1851- 
Edn., dated the 7th December, 1936, and in Notification No. 61— Ediica- 
tioii, dated the 5th January, 1937, to enquire into and report upon— 

(1) the control and organisation of the Bengal Sanskrit Associa- 

tion, 

(2) its jurisdiction, and 

(3) ^its examination system. 

The Committee after protracied deliberations submitt(‘d their report 
on the 31st March. 1938. So it took the Committee m^arly 15 months 
to conclude theij* labours. It is now full two years that tlie report 
has been before the Government, and yet the Ifon’hle Minister in reply 
to a question asked bv my tritmd Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Moitra 
on the 3rd January last stated that the report was under the con- 
sideration of Government. The jmblic demand for the separation of 
the dual functions of the Principal of the Sanskrit College and the 
Secretary of the Bengal Sanskrit Association still remains unfulfilled. 
Two years are about to elapse and we are to wait in the fond hope that 
the long pending scheme will materialise in the near future. The 
recommendations of the (kunmittee which, it is understood, are of a 
varied nature, are calculated to improve the present state of affairs 
considerably, but unfortunately the Government are sitting tight on 
them. The Committee favoured separation as an immediate necessity 
to end the present imbroglio arivsing out of constant friction between 
the Brahmin Pandits and the Secretary Dr. S. N. Das Gupta. 

The Enquiry Committee were of opinion that tlie Bengal Sanskrit 
Association should be made an autonomous body with full control over 
its income and ex])enditure and with powers to make its own rules and 
regula^ons within the framework of the Constitution. The additional 
cost to Government tor such improvement cannot exceed Rs. 10,000 per 
annum. It is to be regretted that Government are indifferent in this 
vital matter and regard this paltry sum as too big for an important 
institution like the Sanskrit Association, which is in charge o^ 
Sanskritic educatidh in the province of Bengal. 

Sir, as the time at my disposal is limited, I shall not dilate further 
on this matter, but I hope that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister will 
'make the necessary provision in the Supplementary Budget, and convey 
to the Minister in ('barge of the Education Department the earnest 



178 


BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


[27th Feb. 


desire of the Hindu members of this House to give eftect to the same 
from the Jst April, 1940, and thereby show that he is *not iitdifferent 
to Hindu education and culture. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Mr. President, Sir^ may 
I oiler to those honourable members of the House who have tendered 
to me their sympathy my deepest latitude? I am grateful io them 
indeed for their very kind words. 

Itegardiiig the Budget itself, Sir, I appreciate the sentiments of 
congratulation from one section of the House and commiseration from 
anotlier section and i)erhaj)s, 1 may make bold to say ihat no one in 
this House lias been a severer critic of the liudget than myself. The 
financial ])icture which 1 have placed before the House is most dis- 
apjaiinting and it is impossible for any rtoveriiTnent to fulfil itk obliga- 
tions to the ])eo])le of this province with the finances in the state in 
which the Bengal finances are at present. I will dilale on Ibis a little 
bit later. 

Sir, but may T deiireiaite the attitude which is adojited by some 
honourable members that Budget discussion on the floor of this House 
is of little value because they have not the power to vote on the various 
items? On the other hand, Sir, 1 feel that the discussions on the floor 
of this House are more valuable on that very account bei'ause, without 
the power to vote on the various itcnns, tliey are more apt to offer con- 
structive suggestions to (joverument than merely <lestructive criticism. 
And in this, Sir, 1 have been especially fortunate because many suggesj 
tions have fl-owed from various parts of the Rouse which w^e value and 
which will be separately examined by the department. 

Sir, the main deficiency of the Budget hapj)ens to he the impoverish- 
ment of the province’s finances. It is no use criticising (jovernmcut 
and saying tha't there is no well-planned policy in regard to Education 
or Sanitation or Public Health or Irrigation or any other items, when 
there is no money to back up that policy Tvith. We have all our plans 
and we are all seething with plans. The plans have been examined 
and are in the archives of the Secretariat. Ifut what is the use of those 
plans wdien we have not got the money to put them through? We have 
somehow or other to carry on, and 1 (daini, Sir, that we have i"*arried 
on fairly well with the means at our dis})osal. May I ])oint out, Sir, 
that when we came into office, every single department of Government 
was impoverished, particularly the nation-building departments? 
For years all the work had been held up. For years there had been 
cheeseparing. For years attempts liad been made \o retrench, which 
honourable member^ liave not aj)parent]y realized when they call upon 
this Government to retrench further. We had in the Cabinet one of 
the most careful members tliat it has been the goo<l fortune of Bengal . 
to have, one of the most careful of Finance Members, who was ever 
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watchful t)f wasteful expenditure and was most anxious within the 
powers and thtf limits of the Conslitution to curtail expenditure. I 
refer to Sir Tohn Woodhead who, for some time, was the Governor of 
this province. And if honourahle meinhers had access to the various 
files u;hich he started in order to find out the avenue of retrenchment, 
they would he hmazed at the pains that he took in order to curtail 
expenditure. 

Sir, the expenditure on General Administration may seem to he a 
very lar^e slice of the revenues of the province, it is tint* tluit it is a 
very large slice, hut it is not a dis])ropoJtionate sli(‘t‘, if we on tlie one 
hand consider that the rc'venues f)f the ju’ovince are much less than 
what they ought to he and on the other that we Ijave got to administer 
an area and a poi)iilation mmh greater than in any otlnu’ ])art of India. 
In these circumstances, it is necessary tli-al the cost ot Gerieial Adminis- 
tration must hear a highei’ [n-oj)orti()n in tin’s jjrovince than in any 
other. 


Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOUDHURY; Oveihead diaigts should he 
smaller. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I would like once more to 
point out to tin’s House that we have s])ared no i)ains whatsoevtu* ill 
the direction of retrenchnnmt. Khan Bahadur Ahdul Karim spoke of 
an episode in which a juhilant munsil had appeared in the pie-llid'oriu 
cj^iys and exclainu'd that his pay had sinhhmly h(‘en donhhsl, it not 
more and said that the increase in the administrative c^osls Imd gone 
up — had been d(‘Iiherately put iiji hy a Government that on tin* oin* liand 
had given Reforms to the [)eopJe and on the oilier tri*aied its si'ivants 
too wu*Jl. , 

Now, Sir, even thongli 1 havt* not compared tin* tigm(*s now’ exist- 
ing wdlh the tigures of pre-Reforiu days, we have compared the jiay of 
the othcials in Bengal with the otlic-ials in other parts ol India, ami I 
believe that it will come as a surjirise to the liononrahle meinhers of 
this House to learu that our officers compare most unfavonrahly in their 
emoluments and in their prospects wdth the officers in other jnovinces. 
In spit^of that, we have revised the scales of pay and are constantly 
revising the settles of pay downwards with the result that annually 
there is some retrenchment. Now’, Sir, the Khan Bahadur further 
stated that, there ought to he a Retrenchment Commitlee because he wuis 
unable, if I may say so, to follow, to criticise, or to appraise the White# 
Paper produced hy flie Retrenchment Officer. In order that there may 
be a Retrenchment Committee appointed hy Govenimeiil , that is most 
anxious to retrenc'h and is taking* all possible ste])s to do so, may 1 say 
that a better ease, than a mere general desire, a mer(3 general call foi 
retrenchment, should be made out. I should be most happy if the 
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honourable Khan Bahadur and other members of this, House were to 
place constructive suggestions before this House or before the Finance 
Dcparl merit or before Government regarding retrenchment in certain 
directions, namely, how there should be retrenchment, in what manner 
there should be retrenchment. Until that is done, S^ir, I am afraid 
that a Retrenchment Committee groping in the dark will merely add 
another burden to the finances of the province. 

Sir, Dr. Mookerji, touched the pulse of the real condition of our 
hnancial stringency. There can be no question, Sir, that we have 
been badly dealt with even by the Otto Niemeyer Award. If we meet 
— and I suppose Dr. Mookerji has also met — members of the Legisla- 
tures of other provinces, — when we meet the ofiicials of the Govern- 
ment of India and of other provinces, we, who labour under this great 
financial handicap, are surprised to find that these officials are jealous 
•of what they call the prosperity of Bengal. I have not yet been able 
to understand, if I may say so, the mentality of other parts of India, 
who grudge to Bengal even the small iota of justice which has been 
meted out to it. When we compare, as Dr. Mookerji has compared — 
we are familiar with those figures — the area and population of Bengal 
.and the income that we have, with the area and population of other 
provinces and the income which those provinces have, we find that it 
is imjwssible to develop further unless we have a larger income. Now, 
how are we to have this larger income? It can only be in two ways, 
•either by loans or by taxation. 

c 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: By fighting with the Govern- 
ment of India. 

The Hon’farie Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Of course, we are going 
io fight and we are continuing to fight. 

Honourable memlKWs may be aware that at present the Otto 
Niemeyer Award itself is going to be modified. What will be the 
effect of that modification is not yet apparent. But apart from the 
validity of our contention that we ought to have some share in the 
increased income of the railways, I think we can legitimately claim 
that, so far as the jute export duty is concerned, it should be wholly 
ours or at any rate distributed amongst the jute-growing provinces. 
<Mr. Ranajit Pal Choudhury : “Hear! hear!’'), and that we should 
^get a larger share in the proportion of income-tax. Sir, these are 
matters with regard to which there can Ibe no difference of opinion 
between the Government and the public, because actually we are starved. 
Gne of the reasons why I stressed that point so much in my Budget 
speech, which has raised some controversies on the extent of the 
gloominess of the picture which I have painted, is to bring home to all 
those concerned that the finances of this province are in a very bad 
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state, — somethiiig which others do not appreciate. Is it possible for any 
Government to carry on drawing: continuously on its closing: balances? 
Is it possible for any Government to function if its closing* balance is 
only Its. 24 lakhs above the minimum which it must keep. We must 
have niore money, and we must tap our resources. Certainly, all of us 
feel aggrieved at the manner in which Bengal has always been treated 
in the financial settlements, and I think that all of us being of the 
same mind, our representations may perhaps carry some weight. 

May I, however, in proceeding point out exactly what wo have done 
with the increased income that has been bestow(‘d on this province under 
the Otto Niemeyer Award, and why that income has never Ibeen sufficient 
for us to take up any large scale schemes? For instance, we hear from 
all parts "of the House of the demand that we sliould introduce free 
and compulsory primary education. This requires a recurring exj)endi- 
ture whifii is put down difierently as from Hs. d to h (‘rores. Where 
is this money to come from? W(‘ haxa* had mcniy an inci*ease of 
Bs. (S8 lakhs, tliat is to say th(‘ diH(‘r(‘n<*e b<‘t\V(‘(m tli(‘ ])re“B(*for 7 n 
expimditiire and th(‘ pr(‘S(‘nt exj)(‘n(lilure. We hav(‘ had only lls. 88 
lakhs to distribute* amongst all thest* various nation-building heads. 
Suppose, we want to take u]) the scheme of water-suj)plyj and try to 
solve the entire water-sup])ly [)roblem of the ])rovin(‘e at one stroke, 
lls. 88 lakhs will not do it. If we want to introduce in the realm of 
medical and pulblie health, rural healtli units, lls. 88 lakhs will not do 
it. All these are l)ig schemes and for that we must have money. As 
I •pointed out a little bit earlier that when we came into oflice every 
single department was starved and the exj)enditure in every dej)art- 
inent bad to be cut down to the minimum and the administiation was 
being merely carried on. The money at our disposal has just been 
sufficient to some extent for revitalising the departments.. The figures 
showing what we have done and how we have prepared a proper jump- 
ing ground from which to take up bigger schemes will make this 
apparent to the honourable members of this House. 

The total revenue receipts in 1936-37 were Es. 12 lakhs 14 thousand. 
This includes, of course, the money which we had to borrow or which 
we had draw upon from the Government of India in order to meet our 
deficit. This year we have budgeted for Es. 13 crores 97 lakhs. This 
includes 68 lakhs as adaptation receipts. Therefore the actual income 
that we have budgeted for is Es. 13*29 lakhs. We thus see that we have 
Es. 1*15 lakhs more than the 1936-37 Budget. Before the Otto 
Niemeyer Award, tlfe Government had to pay to the Central Govern-* 
ment Es. 33 lakhs in interest which has been wiped out. Therefore, 
we have Es. 1*48 lakhs in excess. Now out of this, we have to deduct 
Es. 15 lakhs as the cost of Eeforms. It goes for the expenditure of 
this House and of the Bengal Legislative Assembly. That leaves 
Es. 1*13 lakhs. We have to deduct from that the increased expenditure 
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on the road development account for which there is another fund and 
that is Bs. 10 lakhs and Rs. 7 laklis under extraordinary recei'pts which 
represent the recoveries of war cliarp’es; monies which we have spent and 
whicdi we will ^et hack from the Government of India. Leaving LIO 
lakhs from whi(di we deduct the pensionary charges of Rs. 22 lakhs 
whieli is an unavoidahlo expeiidiiure, we have a balance of Rs. 88 
laklis. Let us see wliere this money has gone. Ti has not gone to 
General Adminisiraiion as tlie lionourable members think. Tlie apparent 
iiKTf^ase in GeiKU’al Administration is due to tlie fact that the cost of 
various nalion-building departmenis are debited under that head and 
the sum of Rs. d lakhs which is set apart for rural reconstruction is 
also uiidt'i* that liead. 

Now, Sir, most of lhat increased revenue of ours has gone to the 
department of Education which is res])onsible for the increase of 
Rs. ‘»5'JS thousand, this year over tlu‘ 198()-37 expenditure. That 
represents about dO ])er cent, of tho increase. Now, what would you 
sayy ANhuild you say that we should not spend this money on educa- 
tion, and should continue to spend a(*cording to the previous scale? 
We ar(‘ sfxMiding about Rs. f]'72 thousand for training teaidiers for 
primary schools. We have iiHTeased the grant to non-Governimuit 
madrassahs; that accounts for Rs. 1*70 thousand. Rs. 2 48 thousand 
rejuesents additional jiiovision for scholarshiiis. Then, there are the 
recurring and non-recurring grants of 1 lakh 5() thousands and 1 lakh 
75,000 n'spectively given for youth wodfare which is doing so mucli 
good work and wliich, we hope, will be returned to the nation a hundre/1- 
fold. For improvement of jirimary education, we have allotted Rs. 5 
lakhs. This is considered Iliy some to Ibe too little. Perhaps it is. 
Where I am talking of Rs. d to 5 crores, Rs. 5 lakhs is nothing, but 

where are you going to get the money? 

« 

Dr. RADHA KUMUD MOOKERJI: You h. ive got to borrow. 

The Han’ble Mr. H- S. SUHRAWARDY; AVe can hardly borrow 
for a d('partment from which there is no return. 

A loan really ought to be taken by Government for expenditure on 
those departments from which tliere is a return and from which you 
can I'l'ovide a sinking fund. For instance, loans for Irrigation pur- 
pose's or for schemes under the Develojnnent Act or for loans to agri- 
culturists and so on may be floated. That would certainly relieve some 
^ monoy which may be s])ent on other dei)artments which are spending 
de])artmcnts. I am prepared to say this, that this sum of Rs. 5 lakhs 
whi<di has been given this year in the Budget may be considered to be 
a token amount. It depends u[)on the amount that we can actually 
speiiil, depends on the schemes and the re(iuirements of those districts 
where the scheme will come into operation. It is not for me either to 
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agree or to disagree with the huggestioii tluown out by Khan Bahadur 
Saiyed Muazzaiiniddin Hos-ssiin to the effect that we should go in for a 
more modest. scheme for primary education. That is a matter for the 
Thlocation Department^ hut so long as I am iii clmrgo of the finances of 
the prtjvince, I^would welcome any such scheme which is likely to 
lighten the burden of expenditure. 

Rai Sahib INDU BHU8AN 8ARKER: For youth welfare 
Es. 1, 15,001) was given last year 

The Hoifble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Yes. There was a non- 
recurring gTant-in-aid of lls. 1,75,0011. This year there is a recurring 
grant of Es. 1,50,000, hut there is no non-reeurriiig grant. 

Then, there are grants-in-aid for non-(jovernnient secondary scIkwIs 
for hoys Ks. 1 lakli. Tliere are also grants-in-aid for noii-dovernnient 
secondary scliools for gii'ls — Ihs. 1 lakli, and also for primary schools 
for girls — I^s. 58,000. Tliere is a recurring expenditure on Ihe J/ady 
Brahourne College of Its. ] lakh. Then there have been grants made 
to various institutions which are in need of Goverinnenl patronage like 
St. Xaxier s College, the Burdwan llaj College, the Dacca Univ^ersity 
and the Karatia College. 

The next large item which has taken a veiy huge slice of this 
increase is Debt Ctinciliation which is shown under General Adminis- 
tipn. There is an increase of Its. 22 lakhs. Some honourable gentle- 
men said that Debt Conciliation has done no good to the people of the 
province. I most emphatically join issue with him u])on the point. 
We have attended hundreds of meetings and those meetings have 
been attended Iby thousands and tens of thousands of ])ersons. I am 
referring to the village meetings where the rural pojiulation had 
congregated and from no ])art or corner of such a congregation has 
this opinion Ibeen ever voiced. On the other hand, the poor 
people of this province are deeply grateful to Government for the 
work of this department and there 'is a cry from those parts where 
the boards have not been established that these boards should soon be 
estalblished tliere. When we came into office, we were overwhelmed 
with petitions from all parts of Bengal for the establishment of boards 
and we had to establish special boards in subdivisional towns for the 
purpose of receiving the jietitions and, Sir, we shall continue introduc- 
ing these boards until the po-sition of the jxior agriculturists is consoli- 
dated and they can* stand once more on their feet unburdened with* 
debt. It is said that debt conciliation has been responsible for the 
drying up of rural credit. To what extent it is resjionsible or not is a 
difficult matter to assess because. Sir, rural credit, so far as I remember 
about the economic condition of this province, Ijad dried up even before 
the Debt Conciliation Boards were established. It w^as drying up from 



